
the Messenger 
October 2026 Time After Pentecost  

 

To read the Messenger online,  
scan this QR code with your phone or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 

 

 

Find all signups and RSVPs at the 
SignHub in the Commons,  
scan this code, or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

Livestream Worship 
Online worship services are available at 
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams 
or scan the QR code with your phone. 

October Fellowship “Lunch” 
Sunday, October 4 • 12:30pm 

Ardas Social Kitchen 
800 Bustleton Pike, Richboro 

RSVP HERE or at the SignHub by September 29. 

Questions? Contact Will Toppin. 
 

A message from Pastor Brandi 

October is best known as the peak month of the 
autumnal harvest. In the life of the church, it is a time  
of celebration of God’s abundant generosity as the 
season of Pentecost draws to a close.  

We begin this month celebrating the Feast of Saint  
Francis with special guest Rev. Dr. Paul Rorem on  
October 4. Throughout the month, we explore God’s generosity through 
our Fall Stewardship campaign: “There Our Hearts Will Be.” And, on 
Reformation Sunday, October 25 we celebrate with six confirmands the 
affirmation of their faith during one special worship service at 9:30am.  

Indeed, this October the harvest is plentiful, and God’s grace is 
abundant. Come and see!  

 Pastor Brandi 

Columbarium News 
The initial application phase for 
columbarium niches is underway and will 
continue through Sunday, October 25. Visit 
the Columbarium table in the Commons for 
information and registration forms or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/columbarium/. 

Initial niche assignments will be done by a 
random drawing of all valid registrations 
received by October 25.  

After October 25, remaining niches and 
ossuary space will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis.  

Blessing of the Bibles 
Sunday, October 4 during Worship 

Hey kids: bring your bible to worship on Sunday, 
October 4 (8:45am or 11:00am) to receive a blessing. 
Children entering 3rd grade will receive their bible that 
morning. For children in other grades that have not yet received a 
bible, please let their Children’s Ministry teacher know. 

Worship Assistants 

Volunteer as a reader,  
communion assistant or usher.  
Serve on your schedule.  
New volunteers welcome!  

CLICK HERE to sign up for SEPTEMBER/ 
OCTOBER or visit the SignHub. 

Celebrating Reformation Sunday and the Rite of Confirmation 
Sunday, October 25 • ONE Worship Service • 9:30am 

Mark your calendars for a change in worship schedule on Sunday, October 25. We will celebrate  
Reformation Sunday and six of our youth will be confirmed in one service at 9:30am. A reception 
for our confirmands will follow. NOTE: The confirmation program for our incoming 7th and 8th graders 
will kick off on Sunday, November 15 with classes beginning Sunday evenings in January. Watch for details. 

All Saints Remembrance Sunday, November 1 

As has been our tradition for many years, we plan to lift up those close to our faith community 
who have died in the past year by sharing a slideshow of their photos and names during worship on 
All Saints Sunday. If you have a loved one who entered the Church Triumphant in the past year 
(since November 1, 2025), please contact the church office by email, phone or in person by  
Sunday, October 25, with the person’s name and photograph (optional). Include birth/death dates, if known. 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-65927268-fellowship
https://godslovenewtown.org/columbarium/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64978721-worship#/


Adult Faith & Life Current Series: 
The Letters and Travels of Paul 
Sundays, September 20 – October 18 

Our early fall session will explore the letters and travels of 
the apostle Paul through bible study, video documentary on 
his missionary journeys, and discussion of the modern-day 
relevance of his first-century message. Visit the Ministry 
Resource Table to view materials discussed in class. 

Led by Brian and Meghan Parker. 

Next Up in Adult Faith & Life: Death Café  
Sunday, November 1 All Saints Sunday 
10:00am • Fellowship Hall 

Death Café is an open discussion about death  
and dying—because talking about death should be a 
natural part of life. There is no agenda, conclusion or 
counselling, just conversation. Refreshments will be 
served. The event is facilitated by Amy Kiper Shaw, 
licensed clinical social worker and certified grief 
counselor. 

 

October Highlighted Collection “SOCK”tober 

Socks are the number one item requested by  
people experiencing homelessness. Throughout  
October we are collecting NEW socks for veterans  
served by the Disabled American Veterans  
organization and AHTN (Advocates for the Homeless  
and Those in Need) clients.  

We will gladly accept any type of socks and any color, 
excluding dress socks. 

Donations due in the Lobby of Love by October 25. 

Questions? Contact Janet Nordberg. 

LAST CALL! September Highlighted Collection 
Duffles and Deodorant 

September’s collection supports  
Fostering Hope, a local Bucks County 
organization serving children and teens 
in foster care.  

All duffels must be purchased at this AMAZON LINK so 
the children all have the same type of duffle. Donations 
due in the Lobby of Loveby September 27.  

Questions? Contact Valerie Greaud. 

An evening of Faith and Connection 
Sunday, November 1 • 5:00pm – 7:30pm 
Advent Lutheran Church in Richboro 

Sharing our faith with one another doesn’t 
always come naturally. Like the early disciples, we 
learn how to bear witness to God through practice. 
Come take a leap of faith and learn to share your 
faith in grace-filled Christian community. 
Sponsored by the Lower Bucks Clergy Conference 
of the SEPA synod.  

Scan this code to RSVP. Questions? Contact Pastor Brandi. 

 
Blessing of the Backpacks, September 20 

Youth Gathering News 

We have four youth and three adults registered 
to attend the ELCA National Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis next summer and they have begun 
working toward the goal of raising the 
necessary funds to attend. Check out the 
bulletin board in the Commons to see their 
progress and please consider supporting their 
fundraisers in the months ahead. 

• Current Fundraiser: Double Good Popcorn Sales— 
ONE WEEK ONLY! CLICK HERE to visit our Virtual Store  
Sunday, September 27 at 8:00am until  
Sunday, October 4 at 8:00am. Youth will be available  
in the Commons before and after worship on 
September 27 to assist with the online store purchases. 

• Next Fundraiser: Save the date for a Car Wash   
Saturday, October 10 from 11:00am – 1:00pm  
in the church parking lot. 

 Youth Loft Hangout –  

The Youth Group met recently on a day off from school to kick off our fall season.  
Seven youth in grades 7 – 12 gathered in the loft to make plans for 2027, construct  
bulletin boards, enjoy a Chik-Fil-A lunch and play games. Chaperones brought along  
three younger siblings which added to the festivities.  

The bulletin board in the commons, designed to inform the congregation about 
fundraising for the ELCA Youth Gathering, is still under construction. As we add  
more information, take a look to keep track of our progress!  

Thank you to our chaperones Allison Dunkerley, Carolyn Robison, Gary and Mary Gray. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/17YJSGRM7ECNY/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://s.dgpopup.com/u41fz9c7


Reach Out Foundation Lunches 

November is traditionally a time of giving thanks and  
counting our blessings. One way to show how God has  
blessed you is by donating an item for the Tuesdays  
Bagged Lunches—meals delivered each week to the  
Reach Out Center in Penndel—serving those who  
are homeless. 

SIGN-UP for NOVEMBER or visit the SignHub.  
Details are in the signup. 

Place donations in the Lobby of LoveTuesdays by 10:30am.  

Questions? Sarah Wheeler. 

 

September’s Saturday Social Follow-up 

Our Saturday Socialites enjoyed a yummy dinner of pasta 
and then made beautiful pressed flower crafts and flower 
arrangements led by Curt and Suzie Rittler.  

A huge thank you to the Rittlers for providing the  
guidance and the abundance of supplies! 

 

October’s Saturday Social Dinner with a Mad Scientist 
Saturday, October 17 • 5:00pm – 7: 00pm • Fellowship Hall 
October marks the 2nd Anniversary of the Saturday Social. Come experience the fun at our next 
event—Dinner with a Mad Scientist. After dinner kids can make slime and other fun experiments 
while the adults make DIY “hard lotion”. Not sure what that is? Come and find out. Not much of 
a DIY person? Stay and chat with old friends and new. Youth in grades 7 – 12 are invited to 
participate in the activities or hang out in the loft. A free-will offering will be collected.  

RSVP HERE or at the SignHub. RSVP not necessary to attend.  

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays • 6:30pm 

the Lounge 

Quilting Group 
Saturday, October 10 

10:00am – 3:00pm • the Mods 

God’s Caring Stitchers 
Fridays, October 9 and 23 
1:00pm • Room A1/A2 

Our knit and crochet group makes 
items for our neighbors in need; blankets, hats, 
scarves, prayer shawls and more. All are 
welcome to join us, beginners included. We 
provide yarn, instructions and support. 

Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Mondays, September 28 

October 12 and 26 
7:00pm • the Lounge 

Gals’ Book Club 
Thursday, October 29 
7:00pm • the Lounge 

“Three Bags Full” by Leonor Swann 

Thank Yous Received 
On Eagle’s Wings  

“Thank you so much for your  
recent donation to the work of On Eagle’s  
Wings. Every gift makes it possible for us to  
connect deeply with children across Northern  
Canada. Our first Bible Camp of the season began in May.  
Throughout the week 30 children shrieked with excitement  
and delight as they were immersed in memory verses, crafts, games 
and songs.”  

[Church council approved support for 3 God’s Love volunteers to travel 
to Canada and a donation of $350 on June 18.] 

 
Caring For Friends  

“No one should be hungry or alone in a 
world full of caring people.” Our mission is to 
bring food and friendship to those in need. 
Your financial gift of $1,500 enables us to 
continue this important mission and feed 
seniors, homebound, veterans, and the 
unhoused.” 

[Church Council approved a donation of 

$1,500 on April 16 as a gift from our 

Endowment Fund.] 
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$323,251

$0 $100,000 $200,000 $300,000 $400,000

Expenses

Income

2026 Financials through August 2026 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-66105524-hope
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Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown-Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 • godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org 

Lyric Parker assistant@godslovenewtown.org  

 

Preschool News 

There is so much for preschoolers to explore and experience in the fall and we have plans to help 
them do that. Throughout October, the preschoolers will learn about pumpkins, trees, leaves and the 
beautiful world that God made. The Newtown Fire Department makes their  
annual visit this month with the children 
learning about fire prevention as they 
get to see a fire truck up close.  

Monthly music and gym classes begin this month. A 
highlight of the school year is the class trips to Styer 
Orchard, followed by an evening with each one’s “Guest 
of Honor” decorating pumpkins. We love to see their 
creations! October will end with Halloween parties  
and parades. 

Prayers for Trinity Episcopal Church in Solebury 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Solebury is celebrating their 150th Anniversary by asking their members to perform "150 
Acts of Kindness" from now through October 25. Each act's goal is making someone's life and community a better and 
more loving place. Check their progress at trinitysolebury.org. They request our prayers that these efforts will be 
meaningful and fruitful. 

 

OCTOBER 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

4 

BIBLE BLESSING 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 

Education 10a 

Fellowship Lunch

 12:30p 

5 

Counters 9:30a 

6 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Bible 6:30p 

7 

 

 

 

 

Bells 6:30p 

Vocals 7:30p 

8 9 

 

Knit & Crochet 

1:00p 

10 
GOOD STUFF 

COLLECTION 
9:00a – 2:00p 

Quilters 
10:00a –3:00p 

CAR WASH 
11:00a – 1:00p 

11 

PASTOR APPRECIATION 

SUNDAY 

 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 

Education 10a 

Worship Planning 12p 

12 

INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES DAY 

COLUMBUS DAY 

 

 

Men’s Bible 7p 

13 

PRESCHOOL CLOSED 

Counters 9:30a 

Staff Meeting 11a 

 

 

Women’s Bible 6:30p 

Rejoice! 7:30p 

14 

 

Reach Out Bible 11a 

 

 

Bells 6:30p 

Exec Comm 7p 

Vocals 7:30p 

15 

Invest Comm 10a 

 

 

 

 

Council 7p 

16 17 

 

SATURDAY SOCIAL 

with youth hangout 

5:00p –7:00p 

18 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 

Education 10a 

19 

Counters 9:30a 

 

 

Service Team 6:30p 

20 

Staff Meeting 11a 

 

 

Women’s Bible 6:30p 

Rejoice! 7:30p 

21 22 23 

 

Knit & Crochet 

1:00p 

24 

SIGHT & SOUND 

JOSHUA 

— Preschool Chapel 11:20a – 

 

Bells 6:30p 

Vocals 7:30p 

Confirmation 

Practice 6p 

Preschool  

Pumpkin Evt  6p 

25 

REFORMATION AND 

CONFIRMATION 

One Service 9:30a 

Reception 10:40a 

NO Education Hour 

26 

Counters 9:30a 

 

Youth Group 

Planning 6:30p 

Men’s Bible 7p 

27 

 

Staff Meeting 11a 

 

Women’s Bible 6:30p 

Rejoice! 7:30p 

28 

 

Reach Out Bible 11a 

 

Bell Choir 6:30p 

Vocal Choir 7:30p 

29 

 

 

 

Gals’ Book Club 7p 

30 31 

SHARED MEAL 

4:00p 

HAPPY 

HALLOWEEN 
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