
the Messenger 
September 2026 Time After Pentecost  

 

 

To read the Messenger online,  
scan this QR code with your phone or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 

 

 

Find all signups and RSVPs at the 
SignHub in the Commons,  
scan this code, or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

 

Summer Worship 
continues through September 6 

One service • 9:30am 
 

Two Service Worship Schedule 
resumes September 13 

Two Services • 8:45am and 11:00am 
Education Hour for All Ages • 10:00am 

 

Livestream Worship 

Online worship services are available at 
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams 
or scan the QR code with your phone. 

Reach Out Foundation Lunches 

SIGN-UP for OCTOBER or visit the SignHub to donate 
an item for the bagged lunches delivered weekly to  
The Reach Out Foundation.  

Place donations in the Lobby of Love 
Tuesdays by 10:30am. Questions? Sarah Wheeler. 

A message from Pastor Brandi 

September is a month of transition as summer weather  
shifts from warmer days to the cooler days of fall.  
Children head back to school and parents navigate 
new routines. In the life of the church,  
September is also a time of change as we return 
to two worship services and our Education Hour  
resumes at 10:00am.  

This fall there are new and renewed opportunities to invite 
people to experience God’s love, grow in faith and serve and 
care for others. Check out the “refresh” of our 11:00am  
Praise Worship with the expanded use of our new digital 
screens in the sanctuary. Explore Paul’s missionary journey 
with our Adult Faith & Life class. Youth are encouraged to dive 
deeper into our unique Lutheran theology attending the new 
Youth Education Hour.  

Times of transition, like all life’s passages, are opportunities  
for restoration and growth recommitting to a life of faith in 
Christian community. Check out these opportunities and 
more in the weeks to come trusting God accompanies us by 
God’s grace. See you in worship!  

Pastor Brandi 

Welcome to our Field Education Student 

I am happy to introduce Sophia Waters, a student 
from Princeton Seminary who will be doing her field 
education study here at God’s Love. Throughout the 
coming school year, she will be assisting in worship as 
well as youth and adult education. Her first Sunday 
with us will be September 13. Please introduce 
yourself and welcome her. Pastor Brandi 

“My name is Sophia Waters, and 
I am a second-year student at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. I 
attended St. Olaf College in 
Minnesota and grew up around 
the Midwest but have called 
Texas home for the past 10 
years. Before coming to 

seminary, I studied chemistry, worked at a litigation 
consulting firm in Denver and lived for a time in 
Germany. I finally feel I am where God called me to 
be! I am the oldest of six, love to travel and speak 
German. I am looking forward to serving at God's 
Love and getting to know all of you!” 

Church Staff News 

We are pleased to welcome Lyric Parker  
to our office staff.  Lyric started on 
August 18 as our Office Assistant,  
working up to 15 hours a week while 
simultaneously managing coursework at 
Bucks County Community College. She 

is already making a positive impact on office operations! 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, September 3 
1:00pm – 6:00pm • Fellowship Hall 

“Give Blood. Help Save Lives.” 

CLICK HERE, visit the SignHub, or scan  
the QR code to schedule an appointment. 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-65404276-hope
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=gods%20love


Adult Faith & Life 
Sundays, September 20 – October 18 
10:00am • Fellowship Hall 

Our early fall session will explore the letters and 
travels of the apostle Paul through bible study, video documentary 
on his missionary journeys, and discussion of the modern-day 
relevance of his first-century message.  

Led by Brian and Meghan Parker.   

September Fellowship “Lunch” 
Sunday, September 6 • 12:30pm 
Mamma Mia Trattoria 
584 Middletown Boulevard, Langhorne 

Join this fun monthly dine-out event 
for a good meal and good company. 
RSVP HERE or at the SignHub by September 1.  

Questions? Contact Will Toppin. 

God’s Caring Stitchers 
Fridays, September 11 and 25 • 1:00pm • Room A1/A2 

Our knit and crochet group makes items for  
our neighbors in need; blankets, hats, scarves,  
prayer shawls and more. All are welcome to 
join us, beginners included. We provide yarn, 
instructions and support. 

Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom. 

Education Hour Resumes Registration now OPEN! 
Classes begin Sunday, September 20 • 10:00am 

Confirmation Information  
(Grades 7 and 8) 
Kickoff Event! 
Sunday, November 15 

Classes will be held 
Sunday evening’s 
beginning in January. 

Watch for more details. 

REGISTER 
HERE 

 

Sunday Morning Children’s Ministry (Pre-K through Grade 6) 

Classroom exploration of Bible stories from the  
Old and New Testament plus Faithful Friends large- 
group interactive gatherings focused on Martin  
Luther’s Small Catechism. REGISTER HERE 

 

Youth Education Hour (Grade 7 through Grade 12)  
Youth and adult mentors will meet in the Loft for  
“Think. Believe. Do.” This is an exploration of faith,  
personal beliefs, and real-world action. REGISTER HERE 

Worship Assistants 

Volunteer as a reader, communion assistant, 
altar guild or usher. Serve on your schedule.  
New volunteers welcome! Training is provided. 
• CLICK HERE or visit the SignHub to sign up  

for SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 

Thank you from Bear Creek Camp 
Summer Staff 2026 

Thank you so much for your support [council approved 
$1,000 in April] of our summer staff. We enjoyed so 
many meals together on the summer weekends! It is a 
gift to be able to celebrate together. Your love and 
support of camp is both seen and felt. [The card was 
signed by 30 young people.] 

God’s Work Our Hands 
the ELCA’s Annual Day of Service 
Sunday, September 13 
10:00am • Fellowship Hall 

All are encouraged to participate in this day of service and 
the kickoff of our fall education programs.  

Service projects for all ages will be available: packing meals 
for Caring for Friends, writing advocacy letters to our local 
government officials, and a neighborhood food drive  

 

“Joshua” at Sight and Sound Theatre • Saturday, October 24 • 11:00am 

PURCHASE TICKETS BY SEPTEMBER 13 (JUST 2 WEEKS AWAY!)  CLICK HERE or visit the SignHub to RSVP.  
Place payment in the offering plate, checks payable to God’s Love; note “Joshua” in the memo.  
Tickets: $88.35 adults, $44 children age 2 – 12; children under 2 on lap are free. (15 people needed to 
get these group rates.) Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

$280,885

$291,011

$0 $100,000 $200,000 $300,000

Expens
es

Income

2026 Financials through July 2026 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-65263910-fellowship
https://forms.gle/hkyNATgMXUTx8MsA6
https://forms.gle/hkyNATgMXUTx8MsA6
https://forms.gle/Vro4KXLs6rrTytE46
https://forms.gle/7RGGy46GvtFmf4Mp6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64978721-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64604772-joshua#/


September Highlighted Collection Duffles and Deodorant 

During September we are collecting Duffles and Deodorants for 
Fostering Hope, a local Bucks County organization that 
supports children and teens in foster care. The items 
that are most needed are 65-liter duffle bags and  
full-size deodorants. The duffle bags are known as  
“Dignity Duffles,” because they give the children a nice,  
dignified place to keep their clothes, instead of using garbage bags.  

IMPORTANT: All duffles must be purchased at this Amazon link so 
that the children all have the same type of duffle. The deodorant can 
be any brand, but it should be full size. Place donations in the 
Lobby of Loveby September 27.  

Questions? Contact Valerie Greaud. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Mondays, August 31, September 14 and 28 

7:00pm • the Lounge 

Quilting Group 
Saturday, August 8 

10:00am – 3:00pm • the Mods 

Gals’ Book Club 
Thursday, September 24 

7:00pm • the Lounge 
“Wild Dark Shore” by Charlotte McConaghy 

Columbarium News  

The Prayer Garden has been prepped for 
Columbarium construction, and we are  
awaiting word from the vendor on  
when installation will begin. The  
columbarium team has been busy preparing paperwork 
and procedures for niche and ossuary purchases. 

Registration for a columbarium niche will open on 
September 13. Information and registration forms will 
be available beginning September 13 at the 
Columbarium table in the Commons, through the 
church office and online at 
godslovenewtown.org/columbarium. 

Questions? Refer to the registration paperwork or 
contact a Columbarium Team member: Bud Herman, 
Sandy Anthony, Bob or Nancy Smoose. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

• September 13, 2026 through October 25, 2026:  
Initial niche application phase. Complete the registration 
paperwork, indicating up to three niche locations that you 
would like. Return completed paperwork with full 
payment by October 25.  

COST: Niche $2,000; Ossuary $500 

• October 27, 2026: Initial niche selection drawing. Due to 
the strong interest expressed in the columbarium, the 
initial assignment of niches will be done by a random 
drawing of all valid registrations received by October 25. 
Each applicant will be assigned one of their preferred 
locations (or contacted if those are no longer available).  

After October 25, remaining niches and ossuary space will 
be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  

September’s Saturday Social 
Pasta Dinner and Pressed Flowers 
Saturday, September 19 • 5:00pm – 7:00pm Fellowship Hall 

Join us for an evening of food, fellowship and  
fun! All are welcome. After a pasta dinner, try 
your hand at “Pressed Flowers” led by Curt Rittler. 

A free-will offering will be collected.   
RSVP HERE or at the SignHub.  
RSVP not necessary to attend.  

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

Calling all Singers and Ringers 

Our Handbell and Vocal Ensembles begin 
rehearsals Wednesday, September 2. 

• 6:30pm Handbells in A1/A2 

• 7:30pm Vocal Choir in Sanctuary 

Want to join either of these  
ensembles? You are most welcome and we 
would love to have you join us!  

Questions? Contact Cheri Tigh. 

Garden Galore 

The Good Neighbor Garden is still producing fresh veggies 
galore! All produce—green beans, tomatoes, cherry 
tomatoes, hot peppers, sweet peppers, cucumbers, 
zucchini, butternut squash and spaghetti squash have been 
donated to local food pantries. 

Join the harvesting on Tuesday and Friday mornings at 
8:30am or weed on your own at any time.  

Questions? Contact anyone on the team: Valerie Greaud, 
George Heinze, Joan Haun, Blaik Halling, Ken Weisensale, or 
Sandy Anthony. 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/17YJSGRM7ECNY/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
godslovenewtown.org/columbarium
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-65404317-saturday


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown-Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 • godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis 
admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell 
info@godslovenewtown.org 

 

Preschool News 

We are busy gearing up for our 28th year at God’s Love Christian  
Preschool! The floors have been cleaned, the rug replaced in the 4s  
classroom, and new faucets installed in the classrooms. We cannot  
wait to welcome the children! 

We say good-bye this year to Alison Holder who has been both a teacher and parent at the 
preschool for the past 10 years. She and her husband are expecting their third child in  
November. We are delighted for the Holder family and look forward for the newest Holder 
to come to God’s Love Preschool in just a few short years!  The teachers returning are: 

• Min Aspell will teach the 2-By-2’s class.  
• Nicky Hinderberger and Marylynn Eschliman 

will teach the Young 3’s class. 
• Caryn Gargalovic and Beth Garrison will teach 

the 3’s M-W-F class. 
• Holly Kostrzewski and Loring Day will teach 

the 4’s AM class. 

• Extended Day classes are available for 3’s and 4’s,  
as well as an Enrichment class (Science and 
Traveling around the World) for the 4s.  

• Lunch Bunch will be offered every day.  
• Min Aspell, Judene Steyn, and Holly Kostrzewski 

will work in the office in the afternoons.   

We have openings in the 2s and 3s classes. If you, or someone you, know might be interested in enrolling, please 
contact Nikki Hendricks at preschool@godslovenewtown.org or 215-497-0506. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

2 
Reach Out 11a 
 
 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocals 7:30p 
Exec Comm 7:30p 

3 
LB Clergy Mtg 9:30a 
 
Blood Drive 1p – 6p 
 
Preschool Board 7p 

4 5 

6 
One Service • 9:30a 

Worship Planning
 10:30a 
Fellowship Lunch 12:30p 

7  

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

8 
Counters 9:30a 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

9  
 
 
 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocals 7:30p 

10 
Musicians Mtg 1p 

11 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

 

12 

Quilters 
10:00am – 3:00pm 

13 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
 

Saturday Social 
and youth hangout 

5:00p 

Preschool 1st Week 

Counters 9:30a 
 
Men’s Bible 7p 

Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

Reach Out 11a  
 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocals 7:30p 

 
 
Church Council 7p 

 

20 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

21 
Counters 9:30a 
TLC Meeting 11a 
Youth Group 11a 

22 
 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

23 
 
Preschool Chapel
 11a 
 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocals 7:30p 

24 
 
Preschool Chapel
 11a 
 
Gals’ Book Club 7p 

25 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

26 
Marilyn Foster 

Memorial 
10:00a 

27 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

28 
Counters 9:30a 
 
 
Men’s Bible 7p 

29 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

30 
Reach Out 11a  
 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocals 7:30p 

God, as I begin this day, take my hand and 
help me compose my soul for a positive 

attitude and an upward outlook 
throughout this day. Amen 

 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
mailto:PrBrandi@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:admin@godslovenewtownorg
mailto:info@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:preschool@godslovenewtown.org

