
the Messenger 
July 2026 Time After Pentecost  

 

 

To read the Messenger online,  
scan this QR code with your phone or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 

 

 

Find all signups and RSVPs at the 
SignHub in the Commons,  
scan this code, or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

Livestream Worship 

Online worship services are available at 
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams 
or scan the QR code with your phone.   

Summer Worship 
continues through September 6 

One service at 9:30am 
   

 

The church office will be 
closed Friday, July 3 

in observance of 
the holiday. 

Columbarium News  

GOOD NEWS! The Columbarium project and funding proposal was 
approved at the June 14 congregational meeting. The team is 
now working on securing permits and putting reservation 
procedures in place. We expect work to begin later this summer. 

Questions? Contact Bud Herman. 
   

A Message from Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 

Dear Friends, 

As I lay down my work at God’s Love, I’ve been reflecting 
on what a lovely experience it has been to work with 
this congregation. The work has been interesting and 
life-giving for me, enabling me to do what I love best—
which is to journey with congregations and help them 
to reflect on where they are, where they would like to 
be, replace beliefs that limit with beliefs that enable 

change, and grow into that new space. Over the last two 
years, we have done significant work together in the areas of children’s and 
youth formation, congregations that care and heal, leadership formation 
and equipping, visioning work, and learning about the trends of the current 
context of church and society that impact how congregations continue their 
formation as channels for vision and grace in the life of the world. 

I have appreciated journeying with you in worship, spiritual formation and 
Christian Education, healing and caring work in the congregation, leadership 
growth and development, and developing partnership in ministry. I 
appreciate the time I spent developing and leading this year’s women’s 
retreat, youth field trips, and I especially appreciated our ongoing work of 
developing a Confirmation partnership, first between God’s Love and 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection (LCR) and continuing with developing 
partnership with new neighbor congregations into the coming year. I am 
sure Pastor Brandi will share more about this exciting venture in the months 
to come! More and more, we are discovering that partnership between 
congregations is part of the 21st century church’s road. 

 

 

I thank the members of God’s Love and 
its leadership, the office staff, Kay and 
Susan, for the tremendous support role 
they offer. 
I especially thank Pastor Brandi. She is a 
brilliant partner in ministry whose 
relationship I value.  

I have appreciated being part of the 
transition that saw her elected as Lead 
Pastor here and the first almost two 
years of her ministry. As the pastor of 
God’s Love’s closest neighbor, LCR, I 
look forward to the future of this 
valuable relationship, and as part of the 
Lower Bucks Conference, SEPA Synod, 
and the ELCA and Lutheran World 
Federation together. Our church has  
so many wonderful relationships  
to explore. 

May God bless and keep you always in 
his gracious love, 

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 

 

 

2026 Altar Flowers 

To dedicate altar flowers in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, CLICK HERE  
or visit the SignHub to choose a week and indicate your dedication text. The cost is $40 per week. 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
mailto:youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60237024-altar#/


Congratulations, Nate and Earl! 

On Sunday, June 21, we installed  
Nate Webber and Earl Monk as 
Congregational Deacons. They recently 
completed a two-year Diakonia Program 
hosted by the Lower Bucks Clergy Conference 
of the SEPA synod and they will now serve as 
lay professionals in the roles of preaching 
(Earl) and pastoral care (Nate).  

 

We offer prayers 
of thanks and 

support and ask 
God’s blessing for 

their ministry 
at God’s Love 
and beyond. 

Trenton Thunder Outing  
with Fireworks 
“Faith and Family Night” 

Saturday, July 25 • 6:00pm • $10.30/ticket 

LAST CALL! Purchase tickets by July 3. 

CLICK to purchase directly through the 
Trenton Thunder box office. 

Reach Out Foundation Lunches 

Summer is the hardest time of the year to feed people in  
need. With nice weather and many volunteers on vacation,  
sometimes it’s hard to think about folks going hungry.  
Can you help by providing something for the lunches we  
provide weekly for the Reach Out Foundation? Work around  
your summer plans by dropping your donation off to the church early. 

SIGN-UP HERE for AUGUST or visit the SignHub. Place donations in 
Lobby of Love Tuesdays by 10:30am. Questions? Sarah Wheeler. 

LAST CALL! Order Today! God’s Love T-shirt Sale 

Get yours in time for God’s Work Our Hands day  
on September 13 and/or wear it any day! 

Cost $17 (slightly higher for XL sizes). Complete 
THIS FORM; place in the collection box in the Commons 
with payment, checks payable to God’s Love, by June 28.  
Shirts will arrive in time for the Trenton Thunder outing on July 25. 

Worship Assistants 

Serve during Sunday worship  
services as an Usher, Reader,  
Communion Assistant or Assisting  
Minister. New volunteers welcome!  
Training is provided. 

CLICK HERE to signup for JULY/AUGUST. 

Signups also available at the SignHub.  

Blood Drive Follow up 

Thank you to those who donated blood on  
June 26. The Red Cross reported that 24 units 
of blood were collected.  

We are currently looking for someone to coordinate these 
drives at God’s Love in the future. 

If you are interested, please contact the church office.  

 

Questions? Bob Smoose, Contact Treasurer,  
or John Tidd, Financial Secretary. 

TICKETS NOW ON SALE! Sight and Sound Theatre Outing in Lancaster Joshua  
Saturday, October 24 • 11:00am 

Experience Joshua—a miraculous story of strength, courage, and trust in God, and one of the  
most redemptive stories in the Bible, as it comes to life in this theatrical adventure. We will  
meet at the theater, be seated as a group for the show, and enjoy an optional lunch after.  
Friends and family are welcome. 

Group rate tickets: $88.35 adults, $44 children (age 2 – 12); children under 2 on lap are free.  

RSVP HERE and put your payment in the offering plate or church office. Checks are payable  
to God’s Love; note “Joshua” in the memo. 

This is the 10th Sight and Sound production God’s Love has attended since 2012; they have  
all been incredible shows! For questions or to arrange a carpool, contact Sandy Anthony.  

 

Our Summer 2026 emphasis is Praise, Love, Serve. 
God created us to praise, love, and serve in and through everything we do! This is our faithful response to 
the love we have received from God through Jesus Christ. Let us praise, love, and serve joyfully!  

$212,216

$209,938

$0 $50,000 $100,000 $150,000 $200,000 $250,000

Expenses

Income

2026 Financials through May 2026 

https://www.gofevo.com/event/Ascensiongods6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64604624-hope
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iEagE4YnmE05PFT84DW5jeQp3iFXMdOy-Z1qJGWIFtg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64274585-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64604772-joshua


LAST CALL! June’s Collection 
Kids’ bedding for One House at a Time 

Our June collection in support of the One House 
at a Time “Beds for Kids Program” wraps up  
this weekend. 

New kids’ bedding can be dropped off in the 
Lobby of Love or the church office by June 30.  

Questions? Contact Robin Pecuch. 

June Saturday Social 
Followup 

At the June 20th Saturday Social 
there was plenty of pleasant 
conversation as 16 people enjoyed 
a mac&cheese and salad bar 
followed by a very relaxing chair 
yoga session led by Linda Sartor. 

Christmas in July benefits ELCA Good Gifts 

Merry Christmas! For the month of July we 
are collecting monetary donations to support 
ELCA Good Gifts Safe Water Access. This is a 
cause that our Sunday Morning Children’s 
Ministry classes have been supporting all year 

with a goal to raise a combined total of $2,500. That would be 
enough to build one well to help as many as 500 families gain access 
to clean, safe water.  

We take for granted the clean water coming out of our taps, but 
around the world approximately 2 million people die each year due 
to water-related disease—most are children under five years old.  

To participate, place your donation in an envelope from the 
Christmas tree in the Lobby of Love; place in the offering plate or 
deliver to the church office. Checks are payable to God’s Love; note 
“water well” in the memo.  

Let’s help give 500 families a better life!  

Questions? Contact Ingrid Johnson. 

July’s Saturday Social 
Summer Splash Party 
Saturday, July 18 • 5:00pm – 7:00pm 
the church front lawn 

All are invited to the Summer Splash Party 
for pizza and homemade ice cream. 
There will be plenty of time for 
fellowship while the kids enjoy 
fun water play activities on the  
front lawn of the church. This is  
a great way to connect with  
others in a fun, laid back atmosphere,  
to meet new people or get reacquainted  
with old friends.  

A free-will offering will be collected. SIGN UP 
HERE or visit the SignHub.  

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Mondays, July 6 and 20 

7:00pm • the Lounge 

God’s Caring Stitchers 
Friday, July 10 

1:00pm • Room A1/A2 

Quilting Group 
Saturday, July 11 
10:00am • Mod 1 

Gals’ Book Club 
Tuesday, June 30 • 6:30pm 

Dinner, Book Discussion, and a Movie 
“Remarkably Bright Creatures” by Shelby Van Pelt 

Youth Group Family & Friends Swim Party 

Tuesday, July 7 • 5:00pm – 8:00pm 
Penn Fair Swim Club in Morrisville 

RSVP HERE or scan code. 
See flyer in Commons for details. 

Preschool News 

Summer Fun Camp was six days of messy fun over the course of two 
weeks enjoyed by 32 children and the entire preschool staff. Daily 
themes included ice cream, space, things you can do/make with egg 
cartons, bubble wrap/under the sea, STEM, and Paw Patrol.  

Each day started with a lesson about the theme followed by crafts, 
sensory activities, gross motor activities, and a special snack. Parents were invited to an art 
show at the end to enjoy all the fabulous art the children produced.  

There are still a few openings for the  
2026 – 2027 school year. If you know of 
anyone who might be interested in learning 
more about God’s Love Christian Preschool, 
please pass on our contact information 
godslovenewtown.org/preschool/ 
or call 215-497-0506. 

 

All of us at the preschool 
wish you a summer of 

fun, relaxation and 
special times with those 

you love! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64604907-saturday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64604907-saturday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-64634422-family
https://godslovenewtown.org/preschool/


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown-Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 • godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis 
admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell 
info@godslovenewtown.org 

 

 

JULY 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

1 2 3 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

4 

5 
Worship  9:30a 

6 
Counters 9:30a 
 
Men’s Study 7p 
Scouts 7p 

7 
Gardening 9:30a 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 
Youth Swim Party 5p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

8 
Reach Out Study 11a 
 
 
 
Executive Comm 7:30p 

9 
Investment 

Committee Mtg 10a 
AV Mtg Noon 
Musicians Mtg 1p 

10 
 
 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

11 

Quilters 
10:00a – 3:00p 

12  
Worship 9:30a 

13 
Counters 9:30a 
 
Scouts 7p 

14 
Gardening 9:30a 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

15 16 
 
 
Church Council 7p 

17 18 

Saturday Social 
5:00p 

19 
Worship  9:30a 

20  
Counters 9:30a 
 
Men’s Study 7p 
Scouts 7p 

21 
Gardening 9:30a 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

22  
  
Reach Out Study 11a 

23 24 25 
Trenton Thunder 
Baseball Game 

6:00p 

26 
Worship 9:30a 

27 
Counters 9:30a 
 
Scouts 7p 

28 
Gardening 9:30a 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 
Mutual Min 7:30p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

29 30 
 
 
Gals’ Book Club 7p 

31  

 

The following gifts were part of the annual endowment distribution for 2026 (approved by Congregation Council earlier 
this year), unless otherwise noted. 

• Global Refuge Thank you for your kind offering  
of $2,000. Your generosity helps us continue 
our work of welcome, restoring a sense of  
home for families who have been forced to  
leave theirs. Andrew Steele, Chief  
Development and Mobilization Officer  

• Welcoming the Stranger Thank you very much for your 
generous donation of $1,000. Your donation affirms how 
deeply you care about helping our community’s immigrants 
and refugees and will help ensure our students’ access to 
free English, Citizenship, and computer classes.  
Patricia Lorenz, Executive Director  

• Americans for Native Americans (ANA) Thank you very 
much for your generous donation of $1,000 [from the 
endowment distribution] and the incredible $2,215 for our 
Food for Kids program [from our April collection]. We are 
beyond humbled by your generosity and for the huge 
difference you will make in the lives of hungry children. 
Mary Lee Reiff, ANA Board Chair 

• Vision and Mission Ministries Thank you for your 
contribution of $1,000 for our global outreach ministries. 
Rev. Mark Bethala, Executive Director  

• World Vision Thank you for your congregation’s gift 
of $1,000. Churches like yours are empowering kids 
and families to rise above poverty and build futures 
once thought unreachable. Edgar Sandoval Sr., 
President and CEO  

• Bucks County Housing Group Thank you for your 
gift of $1,500. Your donation plays a pivotal role in 
closing the door on food and housing insecurity 
across Bucks County. Erik Clare, Executive Director 

• Emergency Relief Association Thank you for your 
gift of $1,500. Your support is appreciated during 
our move and establishment of our new pantry in 
Langhorne. Your generosity helps those in your 
community avoid hunger.  
Linda McGowan, President 

• Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need 
(AHTN) Thank you for your gift of $1,500. This 
generous gift will help make possible our Code Blue 
Homeless Shelter, Wheels to Meals Transportation, 
and our Those in Need (TIN) Fund.  
Hilary Walp, President 
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