
the Messenger 
May 2026 Eastertide  

 

 

To read the Messenger online,  
scan this QR code with your phone or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 

 

 

Find all signups and RSVPs at the 
SignHub in the Commons,  
scan this code, or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

Livestream Worship 

Online worship services are available at 
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams 
or scan the QR code with your phone.  

Both Sunday services are available 
live or for replay. 

 

Summer Worship 
Begins 

Sunday, June 7 
One service at 9:30am 

 

A message from Pastor Brandi 

This May as we continue to journey through Eastertide, 
our lectionary invites us to turn back and revisit Jesus’  
earthly ministry and teachings found in our scriptures.  
As we learn to live into our great commission to go and  
make disciples of all the nations, love Jesus and feed His 
sheep, it is in Jesus, the Word of God, we find comfort 
and guidance. Jesus promises not to leave us orphaned  
but to come to us through the Holy Spirit. And it is the Holy Spirit that  
we receive like those early disciples that inspires our ministry together.  

This May, I look forward to worshipping together as we celebrate our 
Living God post-resurrection, rejoice in receiving the Holy Spirit on the 
Day of Pentecost and grow in understanding of our Triune God on Holy 
Trinity Sunday. May we join as partners in the mission of the Body of 
Christ and heed Christ’s command: “Follow me.” 

 Pastor Brandi 

Good Stuff Thrift Spring Collection 
Saturday, May 9 • 9:00am 

 

Columbarium Project News and Information Meetings 

Forty people attended the first Columbarium Information 
Session on April 26 to hear more about the project including the 
proposed timeline, costs and other details. There are two 
additional sessions scheduled: 

• Saturday, May 16 • 4:00pm • Room B7 (next to Fellowship Hall) 

• Sunday, May 31 • 12:00pm • Fellowship Hall 

A copy of the slides presented is available  
on the Ministry Resource Table in the 
Commons, along with other project 
information. 

NEW! If you have questions or comments  
on the project, you are welcome to drop a note into the box on 
the Ministry Resource Table or reach out to any member of the 
team or the church office. Questions? Contact Bud Herman 

Reach Out Foundation Lunches  

While many of us are planning summer  
vacations and outdoor activities, those  
who are unhoused are worried about  
where their next meal is coming from.  

Help ease this burden by donating one of the items 
for the bagged lunches we deliver weekly to  
The Reach Out Foundation in Penndel where 
unsheltered folks receive food, showers, laundry 
and social services. Your donation will mean so 
much to someone who is hungry 

SIGN-UP HERE for JUNE or visit the SignHub. Place 
donations in Lobby of Love Tuesdays by 10:30am.  

Questions? Sandy Anthony or Sarah Wheeler. 

To dedicate altar flowers in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion,  
CLICK HERE or visit the SignHub to choose a week and indicate your dedication text.  

The cost is $40 per week, payable to God’s Love, with “altar flowers” in the memo. 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
mailto:youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-63771114-hope
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60237024-altar#/


Staff Position Opening Office Associate 
10 hours per week (average, with flexible hours) 
Beginning in May 2026 

This position is intended to bolster the functions of the 
overall office administration with special emphasis on  
managing the church property and building scheduling.  

Specific responsibilities include coordination of and communication 
regarding reservations and use of the church property, coordination of 
the church calendar, serving as a welcoming host, care of the building 
and grounds in conjunction with church staff to provide hospitable 
facility, assistance with clerical work and general office duties.  

To apply, or learn more, contact Pastor Brandi or Kay Rozolis in the 
office. Visit godslovenewtown.org/jobs for more information. 

 
Meal Packing Event 

Sunday, May 31 • 2:30pm – 4:30pm 
Delaware Valley University, Doylestown 

The goal of this community event is to 
pack 1 million meals in 5 days. There are 
jobs for everyone ages 5 and up, including 
seated and standing jobs. SIGN UP HERE or 
visit the SignHub to go with a group from 
God’s Love, or visit Feed My Starving Children 
to sign up online for a different date. 

“The Good Neighbor Garden” is Growing! 

Over the last few weeks the planted seeds have 
started to sprout! We have repeat  
crops of pole beans, bush beans and  
radishes, plus new crops of spinach,  
romaine lettuce and broccoli. As the  
weather warms, butternut squash  
and spaghetti squash seeds will be  
planted, then tomatoes, peppers and zucchini.  

Want to help plant, weed, harvest and/or deliver 
[during the day or evening] throughout the season? 
Speak to the garden team: Sandy Anthony,  
Ken Weisensale, Valerie Greaud, George Heinze  
or Joan Haun). Pray for a bountiful harvest! 

May’s Saturday Social: Tex-Mex with Line Dancing 
Saturday, May 16 • 5pm – 7pm • Fellowship Hall 

Bring a friend, come hungry, and get ready for  
a relaxed evening of food and community. 
The Saturday Social Team will provide chili. 
A fun “Salsa and Guacamole contest” will take  
place. Bring your favorite for a chance to win a prize! 

After supper we’ll kick up our heels with some line dancing, 
led by Jeremy Duncan. All ages are welcome; 
no experience needed. CLICK HERE or visit  
the SignHub to RSVP and sign up for the  
Salsa and Guacamole contest. 
Questions? Contact Elizabeth Karagrigoriou. 

May’s Highlighted Collection: Liz’s Birthday Closet 

Liz’s Birthday Closet helps to bring birthday joy 
to children in need in Bucks and Montgomery 
counties by providing free birthday gifts. At their 
store in Sellersville, parents can pick out a gift 
their child will love.  

During the month of May we are supporting this 
organization by collecting new action figures (especially 
Spiderman and Mario), make-up for tweens/teens, and summer 
clothing for boys and girls ages 5-16yrs. Place your donation in the 
Lobby of Love  by May 31. If you prefer online shopping, use 
THIS LINK to shop directly from their Amazon Wish List. For more 
information, come to Adult Faith & Life on May 3, check out the 
display in the Lobby, or visit them online at lizsbirthdaycloset.org. 

 

Adult Faith & Life 
Sundays • 10:00am 

• May 3 • Room A1/A2  
Sina Cristinzio, Executive Director of Liz’s 
Birthday Closet [see MAY collection article] 

• Sundays, May 10 and 17 • Fellowship Hall 
I AM: God’s Name, God’s Promise 

God’s holy name “I AM” is everywhere in 
Scripture. This series will explore the “I AM” 
statements from the Old Testament and the 
gospel of John, and learn how God abides with 
us, protects us, and leads us into abundant life. 

Easter/Lent Offering Follow-up 

Our Lent & Easter 
offering of $5,628 
was donated to 
the Reach Out 
Foundation  
in Penndel in April,  
as designated by 
Council.  

Bob and Nancy 
Smoose presented 
the check.  

 

Questions? Contact Bob Smoose, Treasurer,  
or John Tidd, Financial Secretary. 

$139,893

$137,212

$0 $50,000 $100,000 $150,000

Expenses

Income

2026 Financials through March 2026 

https://godslovenewtown.org/jobs/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-63844591-feed
https://give.fmsc.org/campaign/2605-056mi-doylestown-pa-central-bucks-county/c757221
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-63697687-texmex
https://a.co/0ehA6Tds
https://lizsbirthdaycloset.org/


Getting to Know the Bible 
How an Ancient Library Reveals God’s Story 
Wednesdays thru May 20 • 12:00pm • the Café  

We’ll explore what the Bible is, how 
it came to us, and how it’s original 
context can provide important 
perspective for reading it today. Led 
by Sarah Ludwig & Meghan Parker. 

Youth Group Event Canoe and Kayak Adventure 
Saturday, May 23 • 12:00pm – 5:00pm • $35 per person 

God’s Love Youth Group and friends (grades 7 – 12) are  
invited to come for a fun-filled afternoon. Meet in the  
church parking lot and we’ll travel together to Princeton  
Canoe and Kayak for an afternoon adventure on the water. Bring 
water, a snack, drawstring bag and completed permission slip. 

RSVP HERE or the SignHub by May 16.  

AHTN Shared Meal Saturday, May 30 • 4:00pm • Fellowship Hall 

In conjunction with Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need  
(AHTN), we host a Shared Meal each month with a fifth Saturday for  
those who are experiencing food insecurity. AHTN transports guests to  
the church and we serve a taco casserole meal beginning at 4:00pm.  
Questions? Ask the team: Sandy Anthony, Kathy Bauer, Valerie Greaud,  
Karen Hoch, Robin Pecuch or Barbara Roth. 

There are many opportunities 
to help that day and/or to 
prepare or purchase food 
donations in advance.  

SIGN UP HERE to help or visit 
the SignHub in the 
commons. 

  

Outdoor Worship and Church Picnic 
Sunday, June 7 • Outdoor Worship at 9:30am 
Picnic and Games at 10:30am  

Make your calendars for a “Kickoff to Summer”  
with worship outdoors under a tent on the  
front lawn. A church-wide picnic will follow  
with food and fun activities for all ages.  

Please bring a dessert or side dish to share.  
Sandwiches and drinks will be provided by  
the church. No sign-up for food or to attend is required.  
The festivities will wrap up around 1:00pm.  

If you would like to help setup (8am), cleanup (1pm), 
supervise games (11am – 12pm or 12pm – 1pm), or if you 
have a canopy or an outdoor game we could borrow  
CLICK HERE or visit the SignHub to volunteer.  
Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

Trenton Thunder Outing with Fireworks 
“Faith and Family Night” 
Saturday, July 25 • 6:00pm • $10.30/ticket 

God’s Love along with our preschool,  
Ascension Lutheran Church, and Lutheran  
Church of the Resurrection will be attending 
a fun night of baseball and fireworks. Cheer  
on the Trenton Thunder as they take on the 
Williamsport Crosscutters.  

We have a block of tickets reserved along the 3rd base 
line. Invite your family and friends.  

Purchase tickets directly through the Trenton Thunder 
box office using THIS LINK or visit the SignHub. 

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

 

God’s Caring Stitchers 
Fridays, May 8 and 22 
1:00pm • Room A1/A2 

Please join us as we continue to make 
chemo hats, lap robes, prayer shawls, 
baby blankets, baby hats, and afghans 
for our neighbors in need.  

New crafters are always welcome, and 
we are happy to teach you. 

Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom. 

Quilting Club 

Saturday, May 9 
10:00am • Mods 
Like to quilt? Want to 
learn to quilt? Come join 

the Quilting Club! We meet monthly 
on the 2nd Saturday from 10am – 
3pm in the Mods. We make quilts 
for donation and support one 
another in our personal projects. 

Questions? Contact Valerie Greaud. 

 
Saturday, October 24 

Sight and Sound Theater 
in Lancaster 

Joshua 11:00am show 

Group rate tickets: 

$88.35/adult; $44.00/children 

Tickets go on sale in June. 
 

Service of Healing, Anointing, and Prayer 
Wednesday, June 3 • 7:00pm • Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Yardley 

The service is open to the community and will include scripture, reflection, music, personal blessing, and prayer with 
pastoral participation from God’s Love, Resurrection, Ascension Lutheran, and Redeemer Lutheran (Penndel).  

Men’s Bible Study  
Monday, May 11 • 7:00pm • Lounge 

(no meeting on May 25) 

Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays 6:30pm • the Café 

Gals’ Book Club 
Thursday, May 28 • 7:00pm • Lounge 

“The Blue Hour” by Paula Hawkins 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftHPM7XbGAhIrD9qG4rNDF4wlwo3hUPaHOEXjlc9iR3rBAEA/viewform?usp=header
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-58732179-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4AA4AA2FA31-48079500-march#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-63771424-church
https://www.gofevo.com/event/Ascensiongods6


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown-Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 • godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis, Office Manager 
admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell, Communications 
info@godslovenewtown.org 

 

Preschool News 

May is here! We have been enjoying the warmer days and noticing 
all the changes that spring brings. Three adorable chicks hatched this 
week. It was a joy to watch and learn about them. The chicks have 
been returned to Honey Hollow Farm. Our caterpillars have arrived 
and are growing quickly. The children love watching the process of 

metamorphosis. In a few weeks it will be time to release the painted lady butterflies. 

Preparing for our Mother’s Day Teas, each class is making crafts and special gifts, 
learning songs and sprucing up the classrooms to celebrate their wonderful MMs.  

Field Day is our final school-wide event of the year. 
Parent Representatives from each class plan a game 
and the children rotate through the stations. Our 
gym teacher, Mrs. Carcaci, sets up an obstacle course 
and a dance party, ending the day with a picnic. 

Each class has a farewell event on the last day of 
school. The 3s class will sing songs from throughout 
the school year for the parents, and the 4s have a 
graduation ceremony in the sanctuary.  

What a fun-filled year of learning and growing we have had! We look forward to seeing our 2s and 3s next year, and we 
wish our graduates continued success as they move on to kindergarten. 

 

MAY 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 

3 
First Communion 

and New Members 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 
Worship Planning  12p 
Fellowship Lunch 12:30p 

4 
Counters 9:30a 

5 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

6 
NEW! Bible Study 12p 
Musicians Mtg
 12:30p 
 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 
Exec Team Mtg 7:30p 

7 
National Day 

of Prayer 
 
 
Youth Planning 6:30p 

 

8 
AV Team 10a 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

9 
Good Stuff Thrift 

Collection 
9:00a – 12:00p 

Quilters 
10:00a – 3:00p 

10 
Mothers’ Day 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 
 

11 
Counters 9:30a  
 
 
Men’s Bible 7p 

12 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

13 
 
NEW! Bible Study 12p 
 
 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 

14 
Ascension 
of the Lord 

 

15 16 
Columbarium 
Presentation 

4:00p 

Saturday Social 
5:00p – 7:00p 

17 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education (last class) 10a 

18 
Counters 9:30a 

19 
 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 

Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

20 21 22 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

23 
 

Youth Group 
Kayak Trip 

12:00p – 5:00p 

– Preschool Chapel – 

NEW! Bible Study 12p 
Preschool Lunch 12p 

Vocal Choir 7:30p 

 
 
 
Council 7p 

24 
Pentecost 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 

25 
Memorial Day 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

26 
Counters 9:30a 
Staff Mtg 11a 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

27 28 29 30 
– Preschool Graduation – – Synod Assembly – 

  
 
 
Gals’ Book Club 7p 

 AHTN Shared 
Meal 

3:00p – 6:00p 

31 
Trinity Sunday 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Youth Parent Mtg 10a 
Columbarium Mtg 12p 
Meal Packing 2:30p 

Worship Assistants 

To Serve during worship services as an Usher, Reader, Communion Assistant, or 
Assisting Minister CLICK HERE or visit the SignHub to sign up for MAY/JUNE.  

 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
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