the Messenger

April 2026

scan this QR code with your phone or visit
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters.

HUB
Livestream Worship

Online worship services are available at
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams El :.:
or scan the QR code with your phone. i

Both Sunday services are available
live or for replay.
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A message from Pastor Brandi

On Easter Sunday our Risen Lord greets Mary Magdalene by name in the
garden, inviting her to relinquish the past, believe, and go proclaim His
resurrection and ascension to the other disciples. She returns to them

announcing, “I have seen the Lord,” making her the first - =y
apostle of the Good News. So too, God incarnate calls s Y/ -
us by name so we may see resurrection’s possibilities, Hg IS __.
experience God’s love, mercy, forgiveness, and grace... RlS[N' ‘
and testify. ' 'r‘«,}‘

Amid spring’s bounty this season, let us join Mary
proclaiming God’s grace. Check out opportunities to participate in ministry
at God’s Love...and try something new. Consider facilitating a bible study at
the Reach Out Foundation. Sign up to serve as a worship assistant or Café
barista. Learn about the columbarium project. Lift your voice in joy-filled
praise in our vocal choir or Rejoice! band. Celebrate the Good News of
resurrection and invite others to experience God’s love.

He is Risen, He is Risen indeed. Alleluia!
1 Pastor Brandi

A message from Pastor Brandi
Staffing Transition

Please join me in giving thanks and praise for
the service of Nicole Hill to our congregation.
Due to changes in her family’s circumstances,
Nicole has stepped down from her position as
Office Associate. Her last day with us was
March 31. We are grateful for her time with us
over the past year and wish her the best in Christian discipleship.

For those interested in learning more about the open Office
Associate position at God's Love, please contact Pastor Brandi
or Office Manager, Kay Rozolis.

t Pastor Brandi
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Altar Flowers

Easter

m Find all signups and RSVPs at the
SIGN SignA\Hub in the Commons,

scan this code, or visit
godslovenewtown.org/signups.
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The church office
will be closed

Q‘ Monday, April 6.
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NEXT SUNDAY!
April 12

e 9:30am One Worship Service

led by Our Children

Bring your coins for a @
“noisy offering” collection to
benefit ELCA Good Gifts and
the children’s goal to raise
enough money to sponsor a
water well in a community in
need of access to clean water.

10:30am Congregational Breakfast
in Fellowship Hall

First Communion Instruction
Saturday, April 25 ¢ 9:00am — 11:00am

Students (~3™ grade) preparing to
receive first communion will
participate in a hands-on
workshop to explore the
biblical basis for Holy
Communion as well as practical
“how-to” matters related to the meal.

First communicants will then receive the
Sacrament for the first time during worship
on Sunday, May 3.

Contact Pastor Brandi for more information.

__FIRST.
Cornmunion,

*\ To dedicate altar flowers in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, CLICK HERE or
visit the Signf\Hub to choose a week and indicate your dedication text. The cost is $40 per week.
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April’s Highlighted Collection: ANA's Food for Kids Program

During April we are collecting monetary donations for the
Americans for Native Americans (ANA) Food for Kids program.
ANA is an organization dedicated to improving the quality of
life for Native Americans of the Hopi, Navajo, and Zuni Nations
in the southwest US. Their Food for Kids program provides a
weekly bag of food for eligible children to take home on weekends during the
school year. Over 1,000 children are currently served by this program. The poverty
level is high on the reservation and many additional families are in need because of
the loss of SNAP benefits. Each bag of food costs approximately $14. We will have a
big impact if everyone can donate the cost of one bag.

To make a donation, look for the envelopes in the Lobby of Love 9 as well as a
sample of the food that ANA distributes each week. Place your monetary donation
(in any amount) in the envelope and put it in the offering plate.

This program has already seen results in the children's learning ability at school. It
is easier to concentrate when you are not hungry! To learn more, visit
americansfornativeamericans.org.

Americans for Native Americans

April’s Saturday Social
Italian Dinner and Game Night
Saturday, April 18

5pm — 7pm e Fellowship Hall

This will be a »
relaxed evening to 'a M
enjoy good food, m
laughter, and time

together as a church family.

The church will provide pasta

with your choice of red sauce,
meat sauce, or Alfredo.

Please bring a side dish or
dessert to share, and your
favorite board/card game. RSVP
HERE or at the Signf\Hub.

All are welcome—bring a friend!

Adult Faith & Life
Resumes April 19

Sundays ¢ 10:00am
Fellowship Hall

Al
Faith @ ol e

e April 19 Mission Moment: On Eagle’s Wings

New Member Information Session
Saturday, April 25 ¢ 11:00am e the Café
Pastor Brandi warmly welcomes all who are interested

in joining God’s Love to attend and learn more about L .@?
the ELCA, Lutheran theology, and the ministries of God’s Love.

Prospective members choosing to formally join will be received

"

MEMBER
£ SEORIENTATION

with guest speaker Robin Abrol, who serves
in the Northwest Territories of Canada

e April 26 Columbarium Project Presentation church office

Sunday, May 3 during worship.
For more information, please contact Pastor Brandi at the

Worship Assistants

There are many opportunities to serve during
Sunday worship services as an Usher, Reader,
Communion Assistant, Assisting Minister or
Altar Guild. New volunteers are welcome!

WAYS

CAN
SERVE

Expenses

Training is provided. To sign up for April, CLICK HERE.

2026 Financials through February 2026

Income

$57,844

$55,532

$0 $20,000 $40,000 $60,000

To sign up for May/June, CLICK HERE.
Signups are also available at the Signf\Hub.

Columbarium Project News and Information Meetings

God’s Love is a caring congregation,
accompanying God'’s people through every
stage of life, including end-of-life, offering
spiritual and practical guidance and planning.
Council has therefore proposed that God'’s
Love establish an onsite columbarium and
ossuary for the burial of cremains in conjunction with supportive
pastoral care and funeral planning for congregation members and
their families. The planning team is offering three opportunities to
learn more prior to a congregational vote on the project. Please plan
to attend at least one of these meetings:

e Sunday, April 26 ¢ 10:00am e Fellowship Hall
e Saturday, May 16 ¢ 4:00pm * Room A1/A2
e Sunday, May 31 ¢ 12:00pm e Fellowship Hall

Further details and project plans will be on display in the Commons
in the weeks to come. Questions? Contact Bud Herman.

Questions? Contact Treasurer, Bob Smoose,
or Financial Secretary, John Tidd.

HOPE Supporting Those in Need

While we look forward to the warmer
weather and spending more time
outdoors, those who are homeless
are concerned with finding their
next meal.

God'’s Love delivers weekly meals to the Reach
Out Foundation in Penndel where unsheltered
folks can receive food, showers, laundry, and
social services.

SIGN-UP HERE or visit the Signf\Hub

to provide an item for Tuesdays’ bagged
lunches in MAY. Place donations in Lobby of
Love® Tuesdays by 10:30am.

Questions? Sandy Anthony.

Homeless
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oo-s lo Happy Easter, from all of us at the preschool!
©» _‘:: ‘i\ In March, we celebrated World Down Syndrome Day.
o T&: _ The children wore mismatched socks and learned about
’oa&) B 'c"'&oo Down Syndrome. The children decorated socks, watched
4N pRe® a video, read a book and played some games to remind

us that our differences are our superpowers, and that everyone wants to be included and treated with
kindness. We ended March with the Easter Egg Scramble and had a wonderful turnout and good weather!

After Easter break, the chick eggs from Honey Hollow Farm in Titusville, NJ will arrive for
our incubator. The 21-day wait for them to hatch seems like such a long time! Farmer
Sandy’s visit with her chickens will prepare us for what to expect when the chicks hatch
and help us to understand how they will grow. Thank you, Farmer Sandy (Anthony)!

April is class trip time. The 4s will visit the Bucks County Children’s Museum. The 3s will
visit Tyler Park where one of the classes will enjoy a program about owls; the other class
%3 \ill learn about worms. Later in April we will receive caterpillars.

In May, the chlldren will Iearn about metamorphosis and release their butterflies. We look forward to all the exciting
events to come!

Your presence and prayers
are requested at the
upcoming ordination service
for Madison DeLuca

Youth Group Event Canoe and Kayak Adventure
Saturday, May 23 ¢ 12:00pm - 5:00pm

God'’s Love Youth Group and friends (grades 7 — 12)
are invited to come for a fun-filled afternoon on
the water.

We will meet in the church parking lot and travel
together to Princeton Canoe and Kayak for an

afternoon adventure of paddling, laughter,
and time outdoors.

Madi served as Seminarian and Pastoral Assistant
at God’s Love from 2023 - 2024.

Saturday, May 2 at 11:00am
Little Zion Lutheran Church
267 Morwood Road, Telford, PA

completed permission slip Livestream will be available on
RSVP HERE by May 16. Little Zion’s Facebook page.

Questions? Contact Elizabeth Gray-Karagrigoriou. A reception will follow.

e Cost: $35 per person
e Bring: Water, snack, drawstring bag,

e Missionary in Ukraine
l ’ Thank you so, so much for believing in us and standing

¢ Interfaith Food Alliance in Morrisville, PA
Thank you so much for your ongoing a

donations of food to support our pantry v with us through your support. We appreciate you very
serving the children and families from han much. [Council approved a gift of $2,000 for work in
Morrisville School District. We look Ukraine.] Bevan Stein, speaker on February 15
forward to your ongoing support as we e Global Refuge (Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service)
work together to make a lasting impact. Please thank the good people of LCGL for being part of an

e A Woman’s Place in Doylestown unceasing love to our neighbor. We’re blessed to call you
Thank you so very much for the opportunity to a partner in ministry. [On March 2 God’s Love received a
speak [at the adult education hour on February 22]. letter and certificate recognizing our congregation as a
Your donation of 5100 helps those experiencing “top giving” congregation.] Pastor Dan Beirne,
domestic violence in Bucks County.” Shannon Ross Director of Mobilization & Faith Relations

Did you know? Fellowship Lunch

Each week we offer prayers for pastors and/or congregations in the Sunday, May 3 ¢ 12:30pm

Lower Bucks conference of our synod to show mutual support forone | pyp/e 1eaf chinese/iapanese Cuisine, Yardley
another and in recognition of our shared ministry as a
church body. Over the course of approximately

4 months, we rotate through all 16 congregations in
the conference plus bishops and retired pastors.

On March 8, all conference churches prayed for us!

Join this fun monthly dine-out  Fellowship
event for a good meal and good Lunch ]
company. RSVP HERE or at the r P
SignA\Hub by April 28.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-58732179-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-63325170-fellowship

4

Men'’s Bible Study
Mondays, April 6 and 20
7:00pm e the Lounge

Saturday, May 9 Good Stuff Thrift
Spring Collection: 9:00am — 12:00pm
Drive Thru drop off in the church parking lot

God’s Caring Stitchers
Fridays, April 10 and 24
1:00pm ¢ Room A1/A2

Saturday, July 25 Trenton Thunder Baseball
Outing: Faith & Family Night with Fireworks

Women's Bible Study
Tuesdays 6:30pm e the Café

Saturday, October 24 Sight & Sound Theater
Road Trip to Lancaster: Joshua 11:00am
Tickets $88.35/adult; $44.00/children

Thursday, April 30 e 7:00pm e Lounge
“The 100 Years of Lenni and Margot”

Gals’ Book Club

by Marianne Cronin

February Collection Wrap-up

Pastor Violet Little from the Welcome Church was
thrilled to receive the many items donated for the
Hot Drink collection in February.

These items will be a welcome treat for the
unhoused population they serve in Philadelphia.

To learn more, visit thewelcomechurch.org

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
. . 1 2 3 4
He is risen! Easter calls us to celebrate with joy and
gratitude. Christ’s resurrection reminds us that darkness MAUNDY THURSDAY Goop FRIDAY Rejoice!
. . . 5 L. SERVICE SERVICES .
does not win and hope is always rising. Let’s rejoice Bell 630 230 1200 12:00p
; : ells :30p :30p :00p
together in the good news that transforms our lives. Vocal 7:30p 7:30p
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
EASTER Counters 9:30a |Columbarium Property
WORSHIP OFFICE CLOSED Staff Meeting 11a | Team Mtg 10a |Invest Committee 10a | Team Meeting10a Quilters
8:45a & 11:00a Musikgarten 10a 10:00a — 3:00p
Sy g3 Knit & Crochet 1p
K 2 Music Prac/Pizza 6p [Bells 6:30p Youth Group
-,\33 ?ez, Men’s Bible 7p \Women’s Bible 6:30p 6:00p —9:00p
E Rejoice! Jr. 7p |Vocal 7:30p
Rejoice! 7:30p |[Exec Team Mtg7:30p
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Children-Led Counters 9:30a Musikgarten 10a
Worship with TLC 11a |Staff Meeting 11a Saturday Social
Noisy OFFERING Bible Study 12p 5:00p
9:30a Women’s Bible 6:30p
Church Breakfast Rejoice! Jr. 7p Bells 6:30p |Church Council 7p
10:30a3 Rejoice! 7:30p
Mutual Min 7:30p Vocal 7:30p
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Worship  8:45a & 11a |Counters 9:30a (Staff Meeting 11a Musikgarten 10a First Communion
Education 10a Stewardship Bible Study 12p Training
Team 12p Knit & Crochet 1p 9:00a
Women'’s Bible 6:30p SMCM Mtg 6:30p New Member
Men’s Bible 7p Rejoice! Jr. 7p Bells 6:30p Orientation
Rejoice! 7:30p Vocal 7:30p 11:00a
26 27 28 29 30
Worship  8:45a & 11a |Counters 9:30a Staff Meeting 11a Musikgarten 10a “Th A T
Education 10a Preschool Preschool E IR O el s,
Columbarium Chapel 11:20a| Chapel 11:20a & 1p| after all, is notits duration,
Presentation 10a Women’s Bible 6:30p Bible Study 12p . . D
Rejoice! Jr. 7p Bells 6:30p but its donation.
Rejoice! 7:30p Vocal 7:30p |Gals’ Book Club ~ 7p

PRIL 2026

March Collection Wrap-up

The March collection of Easter Eggs yielded
730 eggs that were used at the Easter Egg
Scramble on March 28.

The 36 kids in attendance
had an “egg”cellent time!

Thank you to all who donated
to these collections.

Lutheran Church of God’s Love
791 Newtown-Yardley Road

Gods

Pastor Brandi Hebert
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org

Newtown, PA 18940
215.968.4335 + godslovenewtown.org

ove

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org

Kay Rozolis, Office Administrator
admin@godslovenewtown.org

Susan McDonnell, Communications
info@godslovenewtown.org
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