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To read the Messenger online,  
scan this QR code with your phone or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 

 

 

Find all signups and RSVPs at the 
SignHub in the Commons,  
scan this code, or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

Livestream Worship 

Online worship services are available at 
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams 
or scan the QR code with your phone.  

Both Sunday services are available 
live or for replay. 

2026 Altar Flowers 

To dedicate altar flowers in 2026, in memory  
of a loved one or in honor of a special  
occasion, CLICK HERE or visit the SignHub  
to choose a week and indicate your dedication text.  
The cost is $40 per week. 

  

Lenten Wilderness 
A Site of Resistance, a Space of Belovedness 

Our Lenten journey continues through March. 
As we accompany Jesus to  
the cross, we realize the  
wilderness of the season is  
a site of resistance to sin, 
anxiety, fear, and shame… 
all that which would tempt  
us away from fully embracing our identity as 
God’s beloved children. This month we explore 
three texts from John’s Gospel wherein the 
watery promises of our baptism are veiled, 
partially hidden, waiting to be poured out for 
those who seek, engage, and submit to the Word 
of God. 

I encourage you to study these texts and attend 
worship to discover how they may inform your 
understanding of your own Belovedness. For 
Lent is a space of Belovedness wherein the 
promises we receive in baptism will be fully 
revealed on Resurrection Sunday sending us 
forth to share the Good News of God’s love and 
grace manifesting beloved community for all 
God’s people. Thanks be to God.  

Pastor Brandi 

A message from Pastor Brandi 
Staffing Transition 

For the past year and a half, Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 
has faithfully served as Pastoral Associate at God’s Love.  
During her time with us her portfolio included  
conducting leadership workshops for congregation  
council, coordinating emerging youth ministry  
efforts, offering care and support for our  
congregation, and pulpit supply. As congregation  
members confidently step into new and existing  
leadership roles in these areas of ministry, 
Pastor Katherine’s work with God’s Love will conclude on June 30.  

For her remaining time, she will be supporting our Sunday Morning 
Children’s Ministry team with 2026 – 2027 preparations for their 
ministry and leadership. She will also lead our youth’s spring field 
trip to the Cloisters Museum in New York City to learn about our 
faith through the art and architecture of medieval Europe. 
Additionally, she will coordinate a workshop with a special guest 
speaker for cancer survivors, those living with cancer, and their 
caregivers. Stay tuned for more information on this special time of 
conversation and exploration.  

As she concludes her time of service, I encourage you to hold her in 
prayer and participate in one or more of these offerings as you are 
able. We give thanks for her willingness to support our 
congregation through the past 18 months of transition.  

Pastor Brandi 

“Noisy Offering”  
Save Your Change (and bills, too) 
Sunday, March 1 both Worship Services 

The money collected will be added to the  
weekly classroom offering in hopes of raising 
$2,500 to purchase a water well through ELCA 
Good Gifts. This well will be constructed in an area 
of the world without access to clean water. 

Congregation Council recently 
re-elected the following officers 
for 2026: 

• President: Will Toppin 

• Vice President: Andi Webber 

• Secretary: Jaan Pesti 

• Treasurer: Bob Smoose 

• Financial Secretary: John Tidd 

 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
mailto:youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60237024-altar#/


“Good Neighbor Garden” Opening Day 
Saturday, March 21 • 9:00am rain date March 28 

Believe it or not, it’s time to “wake up” the Good  
Neighbor Garden from its winter rest. All hands are  
welcome to meet at the garden (located in the field behind our 
parking lot). Jobs include taking off the tarp, adding some 
trellising, and spreading compost and mulch. If you have a 
shovel, hard rake, and/or wheelbarrow, please bring it along.  
All produce from our garden is donated to local food pantries. 
Watch for more information on how you can participate in 
caring for the garden this summer. This ministry is a great way 
to put Jesus’ words into action.  

Questions? See Sandy Anthony or Ken Weisensale. 

 
• Palm Sunday, March 29: 8:45am and 11:00am 

Palm processional from the Prayer Garden 

• Maundy Thursday, April 2: 7:30pm 
Communion, Symbolic Foot Washing 

• Good Friday, April 3: 7:30pm Tenebrae Service 

• Easter Sunday, April 5: Festival Worship 
8:45am and 11:00am (NO Sunday School) 

All Holy Week Worship services will be livestreamed. 
 

Midweek Lenten Gatherings Wednesdays in March 

12:00noon • God’s Love • in the Café  

Pastor Brandi invites you to join her during Lent  
for an exploration of the book “Justice-Love”  
by Father Peter Bridge.  

The book encourages God’s faithful to “probe our 
own thoughts and emotions on the way to more 
loving and healing connections with others.”  

Borrow a copy of the book from the Ministry  
Resource Table, purchase your own copy from a local  
bookstore or scan the QR code to find it on Amazon. 

7:00pm • Lutheran Church of the Resurrection 
1700 Makefield Road, Yardley 

Led by Pastor Katherine. Jesus’s  
conversations with both  
friends and challengers offer  
windows into the profound  
breadth of human experience.  

How do these encounters inform a contemporary  
life of discipleship and need for healing?  

Prayer, song, and extended moments of silence add  
fullness to our holy conversations. 

Lenten Offering 
All monetary gifts received in envelopes 
marked “Lent” or “Easter” are designated 
by Congregation Council to support the 
Reach Out Foundation in their mission to 
accompany and serve the unhoused. 
Extra envelopes are located by the 
offering plates in the Commons or simply 
mark your check “Lent/Easter”. 

February Saturday Social Wrap Up 
God’s Love Pizzeria 

You could have not predicted the cuteness at 
February’s Saturday Social as 10 children, in  
aprons and chef’s hats, took on the role of  
baristas, chefs, and servers. These eager “staff”  
members made and served salad, pizza and  
dessert for 39 people, then enjoyed a movie.  

 

Adult Faith & Life 
Sundays • 10:00am • Fellowship Hall 

 
• Sunday, April 12 Children Led Worship at 

9:30am 
Congregational Breakfast at 10:30am 

• Saturday, July 25 Trenton Thunder Baseball 
Outing: Faith & Family Night with Fireworks 

• Saturday, October 24 Sight and Sound Theater in 
Lancaster: Joshua 11:00am show 
Group rate tickets $88.35/adult; $44.00/children 
(if we have at least 15 people sign up) 

• March 1 and 8: A Place at the Table A documentary about the 
shocking extent of hunger in America. 

• March 15: Mission Moment: Reach Out Foundation 
Guest Speakers Desiree Arney, Executive Director, and  
Andrea Danes, Board of Director’s Chair 

Did you miss any of our recent guest speakers?  
Most Adult Faith & Life presentations are recorded and  
posted on our YouTube channel. Watch any time! 

• Dr. William Field Christian Nationalism in the US February 1 
• Mr. Bevan Stein Missionary in Ukraine February 15 

https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/videos
https://youtu.be/ENFViXoxW2g
https://youtu.be/uew80OFuR18


Worship Assistants 

There are many opportunities to serve during 
Sunday worship services as an Usher, Reader, 
Communion Assistant or Assisting Minister. 
New volunteers are welcome! Training is provided. 

CLICK HERE or visit the SignHub to choose a role and week 
during MARCH and APRIL to serve.  

 

Questions? Contact Treasurer, Bob Smoose,  
or Financial Secretary, John Tidd. 

March’s Saturday Social Birds and Breakfast 
Saturday, March 21 
5:00pm – 7:00pm • Fellowship Hall 

It’s breakfast for dinner at March’s Saturday Social.  
After the meal, you will have the opportunity to make a  
bird house/feeder. This multi-generational event is a  
great opportunity to get to know others in a relaxed  
and friendly environment. A free-will offering will be collected.  

RSVP HERE, visit the SignHub or call the church office (RSVP 
not necessary to attend). Questions? Contact Mary or Gary Gray. 

God’s Caring Stitchers  
Fridays, March 13 and 27 
1:00pm • Room A1/A2 

On snowy winter days all I want is a hot drink, 
under a cozy afghan and to knit. Many ladies have 
expressed this same gratitude for knitting and 
crocheting. The bonus is all of the items we make 
are donated to neighbors in need, making all of us 
feel even better. Join us, all are welcome! 
Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom. 

HOPE Supporting Those in Need 

Winter’s not over quite yet and hunger and 
homelessness is ongoing. God’s Love supports the 
Reach Out Foundation in Penndel where our most 
vulnerable neighbors receive food, showers, laundry,  
and social services. SIGN-UP HERE for  
APRIL or visit the SignHub to provide an 
item for Tuesdays’ bagged lunches.  

Place donations in the Lobby of Love Tuesdays  
by 10:30am. Questions? Sandy Anthony. 

Reach Out Foundation Bible Study Interest Meeting 
Sunday, March 1 • 10:00am • in the Commons 

God’s Love has received a $5,000 grant from our  
Synod’s “Forward Together in Faith” program to  
pilot a bible study for the unhoused, hosted at the  
Reach Out Foundation in Penndel. This initiative is  
in the planning phase. 

If you would like to be involved or learn more about this 
opportunity, stop by the Commons to speak with 
Bob Smoose and Lary Whelan. 

Our February service projects were a BIG success! The 2s and 3s  
assembled 95 Breakfast Bags for Caring for Friends; thank you to  
Eric Nordberg for delivering the bags to the CFF office. The 4s  
logged 16,124 hops in the Sue Heinze Memorial Hop-A-Thon, raising 
over $1,285 for Blood Cancer United, formerly the Leukemia and  

Lymphoma Society. Two Smart Boards were donated to the preschool by one of the  
school’s families. We are anxious for their installation and to enjoy the new technology.  

Mad Science will present their Sounds of Science show for our preschoolers—always lots of excitement for their 
interactive and educational programs. We will celebrate World Down Syndrome Day, focus on the miracles that Jesus 
performed Holy Week and the Resurrection, ending the month with Easter egg hunts and ice cream parties. Join our 
preschoolers for the Easter Egg Scramble on March 28. Would you or someone you know like to know more about 
God’s Love Christian Preschool? We have openings for 2026 – 2027 and would be happy to schedule a tour. 
Information and registration forms for our classes can be found at godslovenewtown.org/preschool. 

2025 Designer Bag B-I-N-G-O hosted by and benefitting God’s Love Preschool 
Friday, March 13 • Doors open 6:15pm • Bingo begins 7:00pm 

A fun evening of B-I-N-G-O, beautiful handbags and fabulous raffle baskets. Tickets: $35 in advance;  
$40 at the door. Bring your own snacks and drinks. Reserve a table for six or more.  
Attendees must be 21 or older.  

Raffle baskets will be on display in Fellowship Hall beginning March 1. Purchase raffle tickets in the 
preschool office; cash, check or Venmo to Nicolette Hendricks. For more detail, see the flyers in the Commons. 
   

Men’s Bible Study 
Mondays, March 2 and 16 

7:00pm • the Lounge 

Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays 

6:30pm • the Café 

Gals’ Book Club 
Thursday, March 26 • 7:00pm • in the Lounge 

“The Lost Girls of Willowbrook” by Ellen Marie Wiseman 

$39,409

$35,510

$0 $10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000

Expenses

Income

2026 Financials through January 2026 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-62385268-copy#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-62378183-saturday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-62378748-hope
https://godslovenewtown.org/preschool/


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown-Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 • godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org 

Nicole Hill community@godslovenewtown.org 

 

March’s Highlighted Collection: Egg-citing! 

To get ready for our annual Easter Egg Scramble 
we are asking for donations of two dozen 
or more plastic Easter eggs filled with  
wrapped, non-peanut candy or other  
small prizes. Place donations in the  
Lobby of Love by March 27 (collection  
does not go until the end of the month). The 
Scramble is Saturday, March 28 at 1:00pm and is 
open to the community.  

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

Easter Egg Scramble 
Saturday, March 28 • 1:00pm (inside if rain) 
Outdoors near the preschool playground 

Save the date for something “egg”cellent at God’s Love— 
an Easter Egg Scramble! This event is co-hosted by the  
church and the preschool and is open to the public. 

Registration at 12:45pm; scramble at 1:00pm. 

All ages are welcome. Scrambles are organized by age group. 
Invite your friends and family. If you know someone looking for 
a preschool, this is a great opportunity to get information. 
Hope to see you there! Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

• Bucks County Housing Group Thank you for your  
generosity during 2025. It is because of you that we are 
able to close the door on hunger and homelessness in 
Bucks County. [In total for 2025 the congregation  
gave $1,666.] Erik Clare, Executive Director 

• ELCA Thank you for your gift of $455 to World 
Hunger. Your generosity is getting at the root  
causes of hunger and poverty in over 60 countries. 
[This represents the 4th quarter of 2025 collected  
from individual congregational members.]  
Rev. Daniel Rift, Director of Congregational Generosity 

Youth Field Trip Cloisters Museum, New York City 
Saturday, March 21 

Youth in grades 7–12 from God’s Love and  
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection will  
travel to New York City to explore the  
Cloisters Museum at the Metropolitan  
Museum of Art. This living museum tells the stories of 
medieval life and religious devotion through transported 
and reconstructed chapels and cloisters, gardens, 
Treasury items, illuminated manuscripts, and works of 
art. The group will be led by Pastor Katherine. 

 

MARCH 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  

“Noisy Offering” 

Worship  8:45a & 11:00a 
Education 10a 
Reach Out Mtg 10a 
Fellowship Lunch 12:30p 

2  
Counters 9:30a 
 
 
 
 
Men’s Bible 7p 

3  
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
SMCM 6:30p 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

4  
 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS 
at Noon 

 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocal 7:30p 

5  
 
Musikgarten 10a 

6  7  
 
Quilters 10a 

8  
Worship  8:45a & 11:00a 
Education 10a 
Worship Mtg Noon 
 
 
Confirmation Class 5p 

9  
Counters 9:30a 
TLC 11a 

10  
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 
Mutual Ministry 7:30p 

11  
LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

at Noon 

Musicians Mtg 12:45p 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocal 7:30p  
Exec Team Mtg 7p 

12  
 
Musikgarten 10a 

13  
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

 

Preschool BINGO 
Fundraiser  7p 

14  
 
Quilters 10a 

15   
Worship  8:45a & 11:00a 
Education 10a 

16  
Counters 9:30a 
 
 
 
Men’s Bible 7p 

17  
Staff Meeting 11a 

 

Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

18   
LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

at Noon 

Bells 6:30p 
Vocal 7:30p  

19  
 
Musikgarten 10a  
 
 
Church Council 7p 

20  
 

21  
Youth NYC Trip 

GN Garden 
Opening 

9:00a –-Noon 

Saturday Social 
5:00p – 7:00p 

22  
Worship  8:45a & 11:00a 
Education 10a 

 

Confirmation Class 5p 

23  
Counters 9:30a 

24  
Staff Meeting 11a 

 

Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

25  
LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

at Noon 

Bells 6:30p 
Vocal 7:30p 

26  
 
Musikgarten 10a  
 
 
Gals’ Book Club  7p 

27  
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

28  

Easter Egg 
Scramble 

1:00p 

29  
PALM SUNDAY 

Worship  8:45a & 11:00a 
Education-Faithful 
Friends 10a 

30 
Counters 9:30a 
TLC 11a 

31 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice Jr.! 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

“Worrying is carrying tomorrow’s load with today’s strength—carrying 

two days at once. It is moving into tomorrow ahead of time. Worrying 

doesn’t empty tomorrow of its sorrow, it empties today of its strength.”   

—Corrie Ten Boom 
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