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January 2026

To read the Messenger online,
scan this QR code with your phone or visit
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters.
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Time After Epiphany

Find all signups and RSVPs at the SignUp
> N Hub in the Commons, scan this code, or
}—[ U B visit godslovenewtown.org/signups.

Lutheran
Church
of

Livestream Worship

Online worship services are available at
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
or scan the QR code with your phone.

Both Sunday services are available live or for replay.

New Pre-K / Kindergarten Class

Beginning January 11, a new Sunday Morning Children’s
Ministry class for Pre-K and Kindergarten students will be
held in the nursery during the 10:00am education hour.
CLICK HERE to register. The nursery will continue to be
open for all children throughout Sunday morning.

A message from Pastor Brandi

A new year and a new beginning...but I'm still my same old self. As we
begin 2026, many may wonder...what’s changed? For some, achy
bones are still slowing us down. For others, those pesky extra pounds
just won’t shed. Or perhaps it’s old ways of thinking and being that
are giving us pause. As the church we began the new year in Advent
during late November, calling on God to come, the One who arrived at
Christmas bringing new life.

As we turn the pages of the calendar year,
the adventure that began Christmas Eve
continues. In the season after Epiphany, IN THE
: ”  TRIUNE GOD
we grow in knowledge and understanding
of a God who accompanies us through all the travails of life; a God
who accepts us just as we are and claims us as His own through
baptism. This January let us marvel at the Triune God who created us
just as we are and washes us anew daily. For He is the One who will
bear all for us through the cross bringing resurrecting new life.

1 Pastor Brandi

BAPTIZED

Martin Luther King, Jr. Service Event -
Sunday, January 18 ¢ 10:00am e Fellowship Hall

All are invited to join the Children’s Ministry classes for i . MK
. . . . onoring
several hands-on service projects. Participants will make
friendship bracelets for kids in foster care and sun catchers for
assisted living residents. There will also be a craft project to remind us
why some countries need wells for clean drinking water. What a
perfect way to serve God and celebrate the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony

Martin Luther King Day Event

Listening Circles and Collaborative Action Planning
Monday, January 19 ¢ 3:00pm

Macedonia Baptist Church, Newtown

THE FIERCE
URGENCY OF NOW

The community is invited. In the current times of
injustice and division, the event will promote listening,
empathy, and action. Hosted by Macedonia Baptist
Church and the Peace Center.

‘Jg COLLABORATIVE
15 ACTION PLANNING

(’Z\J HUALNG FOR
% OURTIMES

ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, January 25, 2026
NOTE: ONE Worship Service at 9:30am
Meeting begins at 10:30am

Business items will include election of council
members and approval of the 2026 budget.

The Annual Report (online and printed copies)
will be available by Sunday, January 18.

Youth Loft Open House
THIS WEEK Sunday, January 11 ¢ 10:00am

The congregation is invited to an open
house in the loft to see the renovated .
and redecorated space our youth
have created. Grab a treatin the &
café and bring it along. A video ET%:VCI-fURCTﬁE
tour will be created for those “d
unable to attend. Thank you to those that
contributed time, talent, and treasure.

Youth Pizza Party and Game Night
Sunday, January 11 ¢ 5:00pm — 7:30pm

Youth from God’s Love and Lutheran
Church of the Resurrection will 693
gather for top-your-own pizza,
salad, treats and games in the
God'’s Love Fellowship Hall and Youth Loft.



https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPFKe93HtkvHfuOqLNJyyd63oUnIRzGVVo7O1mAzD3BRMuqw/viewform?usp=header

Worship Assistants

Serve in worship as a reader, communion
assistant, usher, or assistant minister.
Serve on days you choose; training

Reach Out Foundation Lunches Supporting Those in Need

Winter is brutal for the homeless. Finding a sheltered place to sleep
and food to eat is difficult. God’s Love supports the Reach Out
Foundation in Penndel by delivering lunches each week.
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provided.

[5] CLICK HERE to choose a week
‘ﬁfﬂ in JANUARY/FEBRUARY, visit

3 the SignUp Hub, or scan this
QR code with your phone.

You can help by providing one of the components for the
bagged lunches. SIGN-UP HERE for FEBRUARY
or visit the SignUp Hub.

Place donations in the Lobby of Love 9 Tuesdays by 10:30am.
Questions? Sandy Anthony.

Homeless

@ Red Cross Blood Drive 2025 Financials through December
s v, TJuesday, February 10 Income $465K
Bea.o.d 2pm —7pm e Fellowship Hall
E
“Give Blood. Help Save Lives.” xpenses , , , , $459 ,
CLICK HERE, visit the SignUp Hub or scan $0K  $100K $200K $300K $400K  $500K

the QR code to schedule an appointment.

. . . Questions? Contact Treasurer, Bob Smoose, or
Questions? Contact Nicole Hill.

Financial Secretary, John Tidd

Women's Retreat
Saturday, February 28 at God’s Love
9:00am — 3:00pm
Wisdom. Presence. Breath.
Three Movements of the Spirit
led by Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel
Come away for a day in Lent for a time of reflection, restoration,
and renewal. Scripture, poetry, spiritual practices, Soul Collage,
and conversation will be part of our day as we explore three
feminine expressions of the Divine in the Old Testament—
Wisdom, Presence, and Breath.
The cost is $35 which includes a continental breakfast and lunch.

REGISTER HERE, visit the SignUp Hub, or call the church office.

February Fellowship Lunch Fellow;hiop
Now during the Daytime! LU_nfEé )
Sunday, February 1 ¢ 12:30pm 1 _\__w
Indian Garden, 676 Stony Hill Road, Yardley -
Join this fun monthly dine-out event for a good
meal and good company.

RSVP HERE or visit the SignUp Hub.

“This is the miracle that happens every
time to those who really love; the more
they give, the more they possess.”

—Rainer Maria Rilke

January Collection
Men’s Sweatpants & Underwear

Winter is cold even for us who have
warm houses, now imagine living outside!

To help keep people warm, we are
collecting men’s sweatpants (sizes M — 2XL)
and men’s underwear (sizes M — L) during January.

These items will be delivered through AHTN to the
Bucks County Code Blue shelters, which open on
nights the temperature falls below 26°.

ol Adult Faith & Life
f‘“{“‘cb Upcoming Guest Speakers
[ acth & o\_o{e Sundays ¢ 10:00am e Fellowship Hall
=2
e January 11: On Eagle’s Wings
(speakers Sandy Anthony and Allison Dunkerley)

e January 18 and February 1: Christian Nationalism
(February 1 speaker Dr. William Field, Rutgers University)

e February 8: A Woman’s Place—Domestic Violence Response

(speaker Shannon Ross) Place donations in the container in the

e February 15: Mission in Ukraine (speaker Bevan Stein) Lobby of Love 9 by January 31.

AHTN Shared Meal Saturday, January 31 ¢ 4:00pm e Fellowship Hall

In conjunction with Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need (AHTN),

please consider participating in our Shared Meal as we serve thosewho v .~ .

are experiencing food insecurity. AHTN transports guests to the church ~ ﬁ} SN

and we serve our traditional taco casserole meal beginning at 4:00pm. fj_ v
5 /

¥ -

There are many opportunities
to help that day and/or to
prepare or purchase food

~ donations in advance.

! SIGN UP HERE to help, or visit

the SignUp Hub in the
Commons.

Questions? Ask the team: Sandy Anthony, Kathy Bauer, Valerie Greaud,
Karen Hoch, Robin Pecuch or Barbara Roth.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60557001-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61228300-hope
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Gods%20Love
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61526710-fellowship
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGErQ0NTLdrr7KL2047AnjpScs4pgNNa1e9GNwpCWOCszNFQ/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090C4AA4AA2FA31-48079500-march#/

January Saturday Social Everybody’s Birthday Party
Saturday, January 17 ¢ 5:00pm — 7:00pm e Fellowship Hall

After dinner and cake, we’ll have a white elephant . . ‘e O
gift exchange. Bring a wrapped gift valued at Q w? D b
$10 or less. This could be a gag gift, a regift, «4i HA Y*”;,,,

or something from your house. Your gift should % TH
reflect your own age group (adults, teens, children).

We will finish the evening by assembling “Birthday Cake Kits” for
Liz’s Birthday Closet, an organization that provides birthday gifts
for children who might not get one otherwise. RSVP HERE (not
necessary to attend). Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony.
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Youth Field Trip
Cloisters Museum, New York City
Saturday, March 21

Youth, grades 7 — 12 are invited for a fun day of exploring the Cloisters
Museum in New York City and world that gave us Martin Luther and

the Reformation. This living museum tells the stories of people’s
relationship with God and the church through transported and
reconstructed chapels and cloisters, gardens, treasury items,
illuminated manuscripts, and works of art. Highlighted exhibits will
include the stunning Unicorn Tapestries that symbolically tell the

story of Jesus, and 14" — 15™ century glass windows depicting scenes

from Christ’s life. Visitors can immerse themselves in Gothic and

Romanesque architecture and medieval life and religious devotion.

Details to follow. Questions? Contact Pastor Katherine

December Saturday Social Wrap- up

December’s Social was attended by 39 people

who enjoyed a dinner of assorted soups,

salads and a hot chocolate bar. The event

included a cookie swap, decorating large Christmas

Tree cookies, and singing Christmas carols including
an interactive rendition of the 12 Days of Christmas.
A jolly good time was had by all!

e Emergency Relief Association of Lower Bucks

Thank you for the gift of 701 pounds of food during the 4" quarter

of 2025. Your support is greatly appreciated. We are always in
need of bags and egg cartons.

Thank you for your gift of 5667 in November. Thank you for all
you do. Linda McGowan, President

e Family Service Association of Bucks County

Thank you for supporting our 2025 Holiday Gift Shop [St. Nicholas Day
gifts]. This will help brighten the holidays for our neighbors in need made
possibly by our generous partners like you. Kristin DeForest, CEO

Volunteer with AHTN

Advocates for Homeless
& Those in Need

AHTN.org for more information.

2026 Altar Flowers >

oY
To dedicate altar flowers in ;’:?Q ; @
memory of aloved oneorin = & 4 ﬁ§
honor of a special occasion, » % ¥ %'
CLICK HERE or visit the Altar Flowers

SignUp Hub to choose a week and indicate your
dedication text. The cost is $40 per week.

Make check payable to God’s Love; with “Altar
Flowers” in the memo, and deliver to church office
or offering plate. You may also pay online at
godslovenewtown.org (click the donate button).

Youth Family and Friends

Bowling Night

Saturday, February 7 ¢ 6pm — 8pm
Penndel Lanes, West Lincoln Highway, Penndel

All are welcome including parents and friends
from outside the congregation. Teens can be
dropped off (with permission slip);
younger children need an adult
with them. Cost is $10 which
includes shoe rental and
“pizza and pop”. ;
CLICK HERE to register or visit the
SignUp Hub.

Questions? See the flier on the kiosk in the
Commons or contact Elizabeth Karagrigoriou.

December Collection Wrap-up

Our “Reverse Advent Calendar” collected

42 sets of donations for a total of about 1,000
pounds of non-perishable food! Thank you to
Janet and Eric Nordberg for coordinating this
collection and delivering the donations to the
ERA and Family Service Food Pantries
throughout the month.

o Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Penndel [regarding their food pantry]

'ffl a ‘/l z We extend our sincere appreciation
- ; l " for the monetary donation you

Jou! provided several times this year. We
are able to maintain a well-stocked
pantry and uphold our mission of
providing care to our community.

Karen Kondrk and John Slaughter,
Coordinators
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God's Love partners with AHTN (Advocates for the Homeless and Those in Need) by providing a
hot “Shared Meal” whenever there is a fifth Saturday in the month, but there are so many other
ways we can support this agency that does so much for the homeless in Bucks County.

AHTN is looking for volunteers to help with their Lower Bucks County cold-weather emergency
Code Blue Shelters. Volunteering with AHTN helps fill a vital role in our community, getting
people fed and off the street on the coldest nights of the year. See the flier on the kiosk or visit


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61273518-saturday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60237024-altar#/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRpvPauDmlkZoS6JFSFuJs9iwOfoWiVtCxk6sItcWXFie2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouWBZqjf2mDCiDI07ZIsDiTM=&ver=3
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61402496-youth
https://www.ahtn.org/

Happy New Year from the Preschool! The new year is off to a busy
start. The children are learning about igloos and the winter weather,
math concepts using snowmen buttons, making sock snowmen and
much more. The Extended Day classes are focusing on various artists
this month. Parent-teacher conferences will be held in a few weeks.

Preschool registration has begun for the 2026 — 2027 school year!

We offer classes for 3s and 4s and a 2-by-2 class for 2-year-olds with an
adult. Extended Day options are offered for 3s and 4s. For information and registration
forms CLICK HERE, visit godslovenewtown.org/preschool, or call/email the preschool office.

Everyone at the preschool wish you joy and a blessed 2026!

@3 ’HE[ETE Men'’s Bible Study \NJ?M')"?EQ}IS Women'’s Bible Study
S Mondays, January 19 e L A Tuesdays at 6:30pm
= . 7:00pm ° the Lounge S \ the Commons
God’s Caring Stitchers Gals’ Book Club .
. Thursday, January 29  7:00pm
Friday, January 30
the Lounge

1:00pm - Room A1/A2 “Broken Country” by Clare Leslie Hall

JANUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
OFFICE CLOSED

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Worship 9:30a |Counters 9:30a (Staff Meeting 11:00a |Musicians’ Mtg  1p Knit & Crochet 1p Faith Alive

Fellowship Lunch12:30p Workshop
Women’s Study 6:30p (Bells 6:30p 9:00am — 2:00pm
Rejoice Jr! 7p |Vocal Choir 7:30p [Council Budget Mtg 7p Quilters
Rejoice! 7:30p |[Executive Team 7:30p 10:00am

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Worship8:45a & 11:00a |Counters 9:30a Invest Comm  9:30a

Education 10:00a Staff Meeting 11:00a Saturday Social

Youth Loft 5:00pm — 7:00pm

Open House 10:00a |Confirmation
Worship Mtg Noon | Parent Meeting 7p |Women’s Study 6:30p SMCM Mtg 6:30p

Trends Task Force  1p Rejoice Jr! 7p Bells 6:30p |Church Council 7p
Youth Pizza/ Rejoice! 7:30p [Vocal Choir 7:30p
Game Night 5p Mutual Min 7:30p
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Worship8:45a & 11:00a OFFICE CLOSED  |Counters 9:30a
Education 10:00a Staff Meeting 11:00a
Women’s Study 6:30p |Bells 6:30p
Homeriag ML Rejoice Jr! 7p [Vocal Choir 7:30p
Rejoice! 7:30p
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
ONE Worship Counters 9:30a Preschool Preschool Chapel Knit & Crochet 1p AHTN
at 9:30a Staff Meeting 11:00a | Chapel 11:20a 11:20a & 1p Shared Meal
NO Education AR
mm Women’s Study 6:30p [Bells 6:30p
=3 W — Rejoice Jr! 7p [Vocal Choir 7:30p |Gals’ Book Club 7p
ANNUAL MEETING Rejoice! 7:30p
10:30a
Lutheran Church of God’s Love Pastor Brandi Hebert Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org
791 Newtown-Yardley Road prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org s McD inf dsl "
Newtown, PA 18940 usan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org

215.968.4335  godslovenewtown.org Nicole Hill community@godslovenewtown.org
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