the Messenger

February 2026

To read the Messenger online,
scan this QR code with your phone or visit
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters.
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Lutheran
Church
of

Find all signups and RSVPs at the SignUp
Hub in the Commons, scan this code, or

Livestream Worship

Online worship services are available at
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
or scan the QR code with your phone.

Both Sunday services are available live or for replay.

Join

Fellowship Lunch Fellowship
Lunch @
Sunday, March 1 ¢ 12:30pm e

Location TBD

good company. RSVP HERE or at the SignUp Hub by
February 25.

this fun monthly dine-out event for a good meal and

A message from Pastor Brandi v

It is hard to imagine that in less than three —
weeks we will celebrate Ash Wednesday and r@
the beginning of the Lenten season. Most of
the Epiphany season of light has sadly been
marked by the darkness of winter and
unrelenting snow hampering our ability to regularly gather for
worship and fellowship. And still, Lent offers us an invitation to
contemplate God’s divine light... one that shines in the darkness
of winter as we transition to spring... one that shines through the
darkness of sin in human hearts. It is a season of opportunity to
practice gratitude for the Light of the World, who accompanies
us through the trials of daily living individually and collectively as
people of faith and as citizens of our nation. Lent invites us to
notice and savor those God moments growing in deeper
awareness of God’s unrelenting love for us and all God’s people.

As we move into this new season of living, may our God of Light
and Love inspire in you hope and prayer for God’s justice and
peace in our world. | look forward to seeing you in worship.

tPastor Brandi

Lent Begins
Ash Wednesday, February 18

Worship at 12:00noon and 7:30pm

Holy Communion with
Imposition of Ashes at both services

Lenten Devotion Booklets
available on the Ministry Resource Table

~ “Love Outpoured” is a collection of daily
devotions for Lent, beginning Ash Wednesday,
February 18, until Easter, focusing on the book
of Romans and the foundational beliefs for a
life of faith in Christian community.
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Help yourself to one per household.

ANNUAL MEETING
NEw DATE
Sunday, February 8, 2026

ONE Worship Service at 9:30am
Meeting begins at 10:30am

Pick up your copy of the Annual Report from the
Ministry Resource Table in the Commons, OR
CLICK HERE or scan the QR code to read it online.
Included are summaries of the ministry
activity in 2025 and information about
candidates for election to Congregation
Council and other offices and the
proposed 2026 budget.

Please read through it this week and plan to attend
the Annual Meeting Next Sunday, February 8.

Midweek Lenten Gatherings
Wednesdays, February 25 — March 25 v o
12:00n00n e the Café
Pastor Brandi invites you to join her

during Lent for an exploration of the book f.;,
“Justice-Love” by Father Peter Bridge. @

The book encourages God’s faithful to
E E “probe our own thoughts and emotions
L X on the way to more loving and healing
Justice :c.ve on Amazon

-

connections with others.” Peruse an
on-loan copy of the book at the
Ministry Resource Table. To purchase
your own copy, check out a local bookstore or find it
on Amazon by scanning this QR code.


https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61960047-fellowship
https://godslovenewtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Annual-Report-for-2025.pdf

Adult Faith & Life « Sundays ® 10:00am e Fellowship Hall

February 1: Christian Nationalism
“Was the US founded on Christian principals?
It’s complicated...” Meets in A1/A2

Speaker: Dr. William Field
Professor of Political Science
at Rutgers, researching and
teaching on the intersection
of religion and politics. 2

February 15: Mission in Ukraine February 22: A Woman'’s Place
Speaker: Bevan Stein, Missionary A Dom?stic. Vi‘)_lence Response
Mr. Stein works with the Lutheran Church in organization in Bucks County
Slovakia organizing an aid distribution Speaker: Shannon Ross

AWP’s services include
a hotline, a shelter,
counseling, advocacy,
and victim support

network in Ukraine. He has
made dozens of trips to the
front lines of the war and will
share his unique perspective.

STATEMENTS

: 2025 Giving Statements are Red Cross Blood Drive
ANNUAL GIVING in your church mailbox. For those

without a mailbox, or living out of GIVE _ .
_‘ the area, they are in the mail. BZO-O-d 2pm —7pm ¢ Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, February 10

Please review your statement and reach out to “Give Blood. Help Save Lives.”
Financial Secretary, John Tidd with any questions CLICK HERE, visit the SignUp Hub or scan the QR code to
or issues. schedule an appointment. Questions? Contact Nicole Hill.

Youth Family and Friends Bowling Night

Saturday, February 7 ¢ 6pm — 8pm

Penndel Lanes, West Lincoln Highway, Penndel

All are welcome including parents and friends from outside the Ve >
congregation. Teens can be dropped off (with permission slip); younger | training provided.

Worship Assistants

Serve in worship as a reader, communion
assistant, usher, or assistant minister.
Serve on days you choose;

children need an adult with them. Cost is $10 which includes shoe CLICK HERE to choose a week
rental, pizza and soda. REGISTER HERE or visit the SignUp Hub in JANUARY/FEBRUARY, :
by February 3. Questions? Contact Elizabeth Karagrigoriou. visit the SignUp Hub, or scan this QR code.

January 11
Joint
LCGL and LCR
Youth Pizza
and Game
Night

February Collection
Hot Drinks for The Welcome Church

HOPE Supporting Those in Need

Even though warmer weather is just around the
corner, we hope, the need for food is still great. Ho['r"héﬁs
God’s Love supports the Reach Out Foundation w
in Penndel who offer services to those in need. You can
help by providing one of the components for the bagged
lunches. SIGN UP HERE for MARCH or visit the SignUp Hub.

Place donations in the Lobby of Love 9
Tuesdays by 10:30am. Questions? Sandy Anthony.

@ o cans of coffee e 80z coffee cups

(regular or decaf) (no styrofoam)
This month we support The Welcome Church, an ELCA e teabags (regular e sugar packets (regular
congregation in Philadelphia that is a “church without walls.” or herbal) or zero-calorie)
They, along with community partners, support people in poverty e hot chocolate e stirrers
through various ministries without a physical building. They hold packets e individually wrapped
outdoor services on the Parkway, minister to folks at 30" Street olindividial SreEha e SamE vk
Station, hold funeral services for the homeless and the like. creamers e

CLICK HERE for more information about the Welcome Church.

Place donations in the Lobby of Love 9

To help support their mission we will collect hot drink items that can  or order online and have it sent directly to
be served as they minister to people. They serve A LOT of hot drinks  God’s Love.

and our donations will help ease the financial strain and allow that

money to go to the work of the ministry.

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony.

P < February’s Saturday Social Dinner and a Movie There will be a free-
gl Saturday, February 21 e 5pm — 7pm e Fellowship Hall will offering.
Dinner will be held in Fellowship Hall at the “God’s Love Pizzeria.” Individual w, visit the
cheese/pepperoni pizzas will be served. Children can serve as the wait staff SignUp HU_b or call the
and chefs. After dinner, “Be My Valentine Charlie Brown” will be shown in church office (RSVP not

Room B-7 or stay and socialize in Fellowship Hall and get to know others. necessary to attend).


https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Gods%20Love
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61402496-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60557001-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61932823-hope
https://www.thewelcomechurch.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-61918374-saturday

“Soup-er Bowl” of Caring Food Drive
February 2 through February 8 .

Please join us in making this a super
“Soup-er”-Bowl of Caring. Donations of soup, .-
other canned goods and other non-perishable
items can be dropped in the Lobby of Love 9.
Donations benefit Interfaith Food Alliance

in Morrisville.

This organization grew from the Food Insecurity
Alliance founded by the Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection in Yardley. Interfaith Food Alliance sponsors
the Family Backpack Center located at Morrisville United
Methodist Church, and advocates and educates about local
hunger. It partners with many religious communities.

Questions? Contact Janet Nordberg.
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Women's Retreat
Saturday, February 28, 2026
9:00am — 3:00pm
Wisdom. Presence. Breath.

Three Movements of the Spirit
led by Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel
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Come away for a day in Lent for a time of reflection,
restoration, and renewal. Scripture, poetry,
spiritual practices, Soul Collage, and
conversation will be part of our day as we
explore three feminine expressions of the
Divine in the Old Testament— Wisdom,
Presence, and Breath.

Cost: $35 (continental breakfast and lunch included).

e

Women’s Retreat

CLICK HERE to register, scan the QR code, visit the

SignUp Hub or call the church office.

January Saturday Social
Everybody'’s Birthday Party Wrap up

24 people attended January’s Saturday
Social to celebrate “Everybody’s Birthday,”
complete with cake, candles and a gift
game. The group also assembled 40
birthday cake kits for Liz’s Birthday Closet.

J

2026 Altar Flowers \gg« ¥
To dedicate altar flowersin ~ Z8°& 4%
memory of a loved one orin # %*t ﬁk\
honor of a special occasion, ~ /\ltar Flowers
CLICK HERE or visit the SignUp Hub to
choose a week and indicate your
dedication text. The cost is $40 per week.

Checks are payable to God’s Love; note

Generosity Extravaganza Wrap Up

This Synod-sponsored learning event was
held on Saturday, January 24 at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Lansdale, and attended
by over 130 participants from throughout
eastern Pennsylvania. God’s Love members

“Altar Flowers” in the memo; deliver to
church office or offering plate. CLICK HERE
to pay online at God'’s Love website.

“God has plans, not problems for our
lives. The life of a Christian is an

generosity as a spiritual practice.

Youth Field Trip Cloisters Museum, New York City
Saturday, March 21

Youth, grades 7-12 are invited for a fun day of exploring the

Cloisters Museum in New York City and world that gave us Martin
Luther and the Reformation. Highlighted exhibits will include the

stunning Unicorn tapestries that symbolically tell the story of

Jesus, and 14™M-15" century glass windows depicting scenes from

Christ’s life. This living museum tells the stories of people’s
relationship with God and the church through transported and
reconstructed chapels and cloisters, gardens, Treasury items,

illuminated manuscripts, and works of art. Visitors can immerse
themselves in Gothic and Romanesque architecture and medieval

life and religious devotion. Watch for more details.

Men’s Bible Study
Mondays, February 2 & 16
7:00pm e the Lounge

God’s Caring Stitchers
Friday, February 20
1:00pm e Room A1/A2

in attendance participated in workshops
geared toward inspiring congregational

Women'’s Bible Study
Tuesdays ¢ 6:30pm
the Café

education for a higher service.
God is training you for something.”
—Corrie Ten Boom

Summer 2026
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp
Information/Interest Meeting
Sunday, February 22
12:00n00n ¢ the Lounge

Are you interested in finding out more
information about teaching Bible Camp in the
Northwest Territories of Canada this summer?

Sandy Anthony and Allison Dunkerley served
there last summer and are planning to go back.
They will give helpful information and answer
your questions as you consider whether to

join them this year.

Gals’ Book Club
Thursday, February 26
7:00pm e the Lounge
“This Tender Land” by William Krueger


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScGErQ0NTLdrr7KL2047AnjpScs4pgNNa1e9GNwpCWOCszNFQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=101871245539129653132
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60237024-altar#/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRpvPauDmlkZoS6JFSFuJs9iwOfoWiVtCxk6sItcWXFie2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouWBZqjf2mDCiDI07ZIsDiTM=&ver=3

o Bear Creek Camp
Thank you for your support this year! You are an important part of an entire
network of donors who ensured the sustainability of our shared ministry through
UYow!
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your gifts. Only together can we continue to live into our mission to invite
all people to explore, celebrate, and grow in relationship with God, nature
and community. [For the past 5 years, God’s Love has sent $1,000 which

is used to feed their counselors who stay through the weekends.]

Executive Director of Bear Creek Camp (a ministry of our Lutheran synod)

o Family Service Association of Bucks County
Thank you for your generous donation of $682! We are deeply grateful for your
support of our agency’s food pantry. We will be able to provide essential items to
our residents. [This represents one third of the 2025 Thanksgiving Offering that

our members donated in their Thanksgiving envelopes.]
The Chief Executive Officer

February is a month of L®VE and here at the preschool we are
celebrating our love for books, each other and those in need. In
the classroom, the children are reading books by favorite authors
and keeping track of the books they read at home. They will
exchange valentines with each other and participate in service
projects. The 2s and 3s will assemble breakfast bags for Caring
for Friends, and the 4s will hop and jump their way through various stations,
benefiting the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in our annual Sue Heinze

¢ Interfaith Food Alliance

We sincerely thank you for
your generous donation of
holiday gifts for 10 children.
You brought smiles to the
children and comfort and joy
to the parents. Your
partnership is vital to our
mission and inspires us to
keep striving for change.
[some of the gifts collected at
the altar on St. Nicholas Day,

December 7, 2025]
President and Board

Hibernation/Pajama Day in the 3’s class
Memorial Hop-A-Thon. Our Designer Bag Bingo fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, March 13. It’s a fun night of bingo
and fabulous raffle baskets. Details will be coming soon. Save the date and invite your friends!

Registration for the 2026 — 2027 school year is now open to the community! We offer classes for 2-, 3-, and 4-year
olds, including Lunch Bunch and extended day options. For information or to schedule a tour, please call the preschool
at 215-497-0506 or email preschool@godslovenewtown.org. Information and registration forms can also be found at
the preschool website godslovenewtown.org/preschool.

FEBRUARY 2026

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Worship8:45a & 11:00a | Counters  9:30a| Staff Meeting 11:00a Musikgarten 10:00a Quilters
Education 10:00a Women’s Bible 6:30p| Musician’s Mtg1:00p 10:00a
Fellowship Trends Task Force 7:00p Youth Family/Friends
Brunch 12:30p | Men’s Bible  7p| Rejoice Jr.! 7:00p| Bells Choir 6:30p Bowling Night
Rejoice! 7:30p| Vocal Choir  7:30p 6:00p — 8:00p
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
ONE Worship at 9:30a | Counters  9:30a Musikgarten 10:00a 'vvuggpi'." v
NO Education Staff Meeting  11:00a ’9/5’(”’75{'55’
; mnm Blood Drive  2p=7p Council Retreat
__E:J______ SMCM 6:30p 00n2:
ANNUAL MEETING Women’s Bible  6:30p| Bells Choir  6:30p 9:00a-2:30p
Annual Mtg 10:30a Rejoice Jr.! 7:00p| Exec Team Mtg7:00p Quilters
usoup_er Bow!” Sunday RejOiCe! 7:30p Vocal Choir 7:30p 10:00a
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Worship8:45a & 11:00a Counters 9:30a| ASH WEDNESDAY | Musikgarten 10:00a
Education 10:00a PRESIDENTS Staff Meeting  11:00a| Worship Services Knit & Crochet
Ukraine Speaker 10:00a DAY Women’s Bible 6:30p 12:00p and 1:00p saturday Social
Worship Mtg Noon | OFFICE CLOSED | Rejoice Jr! 7:00p 7:00p Church Council  7p 5:00p _y7_00p
Men’s Bible ~ 7p| Rejoice! 7:30p ' '
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship8:45a & 11:00a | Counters  9:30a Musikgarten 10:00a
Education 10:00a | TLC 11a| Staff Meeting 11:00a| LENTEN DEVOTIONS Women’s Retreat

Youth Comm Mtg
10:00a
On Eagles Wings

Info Mtg Noon

Women’s Bible  6:30p

Rejoice Jr.!

Rejoice!

7:00p
7:30p

12:00p
Bells Choir 6:30p
Vocal Choir  7:30p

Gals’ Book Club  7p

9:00a — 3:00p

Lutheran Church of God’s Love
791 Newtown-Yardley Road

Newtown, PA 18940
215.968.4335 + godslovenewtown.org

Pastor Brandi Hebert
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org

Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org

Susan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org

Nicole Hill community@godslovenewtown.org
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