the Messenger

December 2025

To read the Messenger online,
scan this QR code with your phone or visit
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters.
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Livestream Worship

Weekly online worship services
are available live or for replay at EI- ]
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
or scan the QR code with your phone.

Both services are livestreamed!

Advent/Christmas

Find all signups and RSVPs at the SignUp
1 V. Hub in the Commons, scan this code, or
}—I LJ B visit godslovenewtown.org/signups.

Lutheran
Church
of

il Faith Alive Worship Learning Lab
Saturday, January 10, 2026 ¢ 9:00am — 2:00pm ¢ God's Love

This all-Synod learning event will focus on welcoming 2 b
children and youth in worship. All are welcome to attend. =
The event is free; breakfast and lunch included.
Register HERE or visit the Synod Website HERE.

Advent 1 - November 30 HOPE (Prophet's Candle)

Advent is a period of preparation and anticipation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ on
Christmas Day. The first candle is called the “Hope” or “Prophet's Candle,” symbolizing the anticipation
of the coming Messiah and the hope that He brings to the world.

A Message from Pastor Brandi

Indeed, it is Advent again. A time marked by waiting,
watching, preparing, hoping against all odds for a peace
that transcends understanding to advent...arrive. Isaiah
describes this unimaginable peace as “The wolf shall live
with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together.”

In a year that has been marked by conflict, war and an increasingly
uncertain economy, God’s people enter a new year in expectation. In
expectation of the One who will “beat their swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruning hooks.” In expectation of a time when “nation
shall not lift up sword against nation” and there will be “equity for the
oppressed.” Jewish writer Simone Weil, said, “Waiting patiently in
expectation is the foundation of the spiritual life.” Waiting patiently, with
expectation, ready and awake as one people of God, is what Henri Nouwen
suggests, “allows us to be people who can live in a very chaotic world and
survive spiritually.”

Therefore, | invite you to join me this Advent as we wait and watch for the
Light, Jesus Christ, who comes to us as “a little child who will lead them”
this Christmas. The One who will set us free so that we might truly live.

tPastor Brandi

Advent Midweek Study “Watch for the Light” &
Wednesdays ¢ 12:00pm e the Café beginning December 3

Pastor Brandi will lead an exploration of readings from the NV YA
anthology Watch for the Light. Copies of the readings will be o
available on the Ministry Resource Table in the Commons. Let us

gather this Advent for reflection as we prepare for the Light of the World.
o December 3: The Divine Dawning Karl Rahner

e December 10: The Penitential Season William Stringfellow

e December 17: The Coming of Jesus in Our Midst Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Bonus Texts: Concerning the Light Isaac Penington;
Genealogy and Grace Gail Godwin

Dear God’s Love Family, %@,
A deep and heartfelt &ﬂ Thank Yo
thank you doesn’t seem n.»-éi":\é"ﬁf“

enough to express my

family’s and my Appreciation and
Gratitude for your support and how you
showed up for my Dad’s Celebration of
Life. How lucky am I to serve at God’s
Love with so many examples of Christ.
This is truly a special place to be as was
noted by so many to me throughout the
day.

May the message of Light and Love
continue to shine through Advent as we
prepare to welcome our Lord born
humbly and quietly. | think these are two
words which capture the energy of our
God’s Love Community.

As my Dad would sign off on all his
communications...

Peace and Love, Cheri Tigh

»
Sunday, December 21
10:00am e the Sanctuary
A fun event for all ages!
o e Sunday school classes, and
Greens 1l who are interested, will

participate in the program celebrating
the birth of Christ through readings and
carols. Children will help decorate the
tree and learn about the real reason
for Christmas.



https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://community.ministrylink.org/faithaliveworshiplearninglab
https://ministrylink.org/

Christmas Worship
o Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve

— 4:00pm: Family Worship

with Impromptu Children’s Pageant

— 6:00pm: Candlelight worship ‘.‘
Communion with music by Rejoice! e

— 9:00pm: Candlelight worship

Communion with Organ, Vocal and Bell Choirs

Youth Loft Hangout “Un-Boxing Day”
Sunday, December 7 ¢ 12:00pm — 1:30pm e the Loft

All youth are invited to attend the “un-boxing”
of the new décor items received from the
congregation for the loft. Come with smiles and
Christmas decorations. We'll set up the new
things and decorate for the holidays. Lunch will be provided.
Scan the QR code to complete the permission form.

e Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day

— 9:30am: Morning worship with Lessons and Carols
e Sunday, December 28 and Sunday, January 4

— 9:30am: Morning Worship; NO education hour

LAST CALL! Youth Loft Renovation Wish List

Take advantage of the Black Friday deals! CLICK HERE or visit
the display in the Commons to purchase from their Amazon
Wish List; and have it shipped directly to the church. Thanks!

Youth Loft “Open House” Sunday, December 14 ¢ 10:00am e the Loft

Come on up and see the renovated and redeco

Christmas Cookie Stories a Café Invitation

During Advent and Christmas we invite
you to share some of the holiday cookies
and baked goods that have become a
cherished part of your holiday traditions.

Choose a week to bring in your treats. Share a short
story of the tradition behind your holiday treat using
the cards found in the Café. Your story will be displayed
along with your delicious goodies for all to enjoy! Bake
or purchase a dozen or two of your Christmas treat.
SIGN-UP HERE or visit the SignUp Hub.

rated space our youth have created. All are invited.

December Saturday Social: Cookies and Carols
December 20 ¢ 5:00pm — 7:00pm e Fellowship Hall
Join the fun with an evening of holiday merriment.
e Food provided: Soups, salads, hot cocoa bar,
and decorate-your-own-Christmas cookies.
e Activities: Kids’ Christmas crafts, Cookie Swap
(bring 2 dozen of your favorite cookies
to trade) and a Christmas Carol sing-along.

RSVP HERE for food planning purposes.
RSVP not necessary to attend.

Fm&oiofe

If you missed any of our recent guest speakers, you can

Sundays ¢ 10:00am
Fellowship Hall

replay the presentations from the Fall Speaker Series Playlist

Up Next: Advent Bible Study

Got an extra Ham and/or Turkey?

Consider donating it to the church and
we'll deliver it to a local food pantry.

€.

On Sundays place your donation on the “Ham Cart” in
the Commons; during office hours place in the main
kitchen freezer. Together we can help those in need.

on our YouTube channel.
November 30: NO CLASS Thanksgiving Weekend

December 7: “Through the eyes of Joseph” Matthew 1
December 14: “Through the eyes of the Magi” Matthew 2

December 21: “Holiday treats and traditions” We will
explore holiday traditions around the world, treats provid

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony.

LAST CALL! St. Nicholas Day Collection

A few gift tags remain in the Lobby of Love 9
Return the gift(s), WITH TAG ATTACHED,
on or before NEXT SUNDAY, December 7.

Monetary donations are also welcome; mark
“St. Nicholas Day” and place in offering plate.

ed.

December’s Highlighted Collection: Reverse Advent Calendar

Unlike a regular Advent calendar where you get somethin
each day, at God’s Love we are reversing that and giving
something each day!

On the Christmas tree in the Lobby of Love 9 are shoppin

bags with a calendar attached. One non-perishable food item
is listed for each day from December 1 — 24; add that item to your bags.
Return your bags to the Lobby of Love9® no later than December 31.

For your shopping convenience, a list of all items is located on the back of

the calendar. All proceeds benefit local food pantries.

PLEASE NOTE: Smaller sizes are more useful to food pantries.

Questions? Contact Janet Nordberg.

Advent Devotions

g adient The On Eagle’s Wings devotion

o = = books are now available on the
8:-e-sg Ministry Resource Table in the
S 2 Commons. Thank t
g e you to our

- own Sandy Anthony who
contnbuted a devotion after volunteering
with On Eagle’s Wings last summer.

Help yourself to one booklet per
household or use this digital version.
Enjoy the daily devotions and
meditations throughout Advent.
Welcome.



https://a.co/dxcJTRW
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4EA4AE2BA1FA7-57939526-cafe#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60556413-saturday
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYyVnFL_sM8wk1B7wCL1tRtKAkgwJmSVN
https://oneagleswings.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Advent-Reflections-2025-Colour-for-web.pdf

Worship Assistants Fellowship Dinner

Participate in worship by serving as a reader, i;turdgy,l D/\(/elce_mbeRr SO LB Feli}lowsh

usher, communion assistant or l;gi[a”tgl‘; :X';an e[;stgurcznt h 'nmri

assistant minister. ‘ Oft HES HRR AT S, CR it | e
Join this fun monthly dine-out event for a good meal M

Serve when you can;
training provided.
CLICK HERE to choose a week in
NOVEMBER and/or DECEMBER
or scan this QR code with your phone.

and good company. RSVP HERE or the SignUp Hub. |

NOTE: Beginning in January, the “Fellowship Dinner” will become
the “Fellowship Brunch,” the first Sunday of each month at 12:30pm.
We hope this shift to daytime allows more people to participate.

2026 Altar Flowers Calendar now available

[ )
To dedicate altar flowers in memory of/honor of, or in honor of a special occasion, CLICK HERE or %\gﬁi‘l ¥
visit the SignUp Hub to choose a week; indicate your dedication text. Submit dedications by the P 5’ ﬂﬁ" N
Wednesday prior to your selected Sunday to be included in the worship bulletin. E §

The cost is $40 for each week you select. Checks payable to God’s Love; note “Altar Flowers” in the \
memo. Deliver your donation to the church office, or pay online at godslovenewtown.org with the Donate button.

Stewardship Campaign Update

There is still time to submit your 2026 Intent Card.
Please prayerfully consider how you intend to L 8
share your financial gifts in the coming year, then YA
. . . . . complete and return your card to the office or

S0 $100,000 $200,000 $300,000 $400,000 offering plate as soon as possible. Extra cards are Partaer Mision
available in the Commons. Our finance team will 7R

Questions? Contact Treasurer, Bob Smoose, or be preparing next year’s budget in early December
Financial Secretary, John Tidd. and an understanding of expected giving will be very helpful.

2025 Financials through October

Income

Expenses

Additional Support Local Food Pantries

Recently, God's Love applied for and received
a $1,000 grant from our Synod to support local
food pantries and our feeding ministries that care

—Food Many Americans rely on SNAP benefits to supplement

’ Pantry their monthly income to afford food for their families.
__[INeeds pyring the government shutdown, local food pantries
struggled to keep up with the increased demand. Please

for those experiencing food insecurity. This money continue supporting food ministries in our community
was matched by our Congregation Council and distributed to combat hunger in the months ahead. The need is
to the following pantries: greater now more than ever.
e Emergency Relief Association of Lower Bucks County The Lobby of Love 9 is open 24/7 to receive donations
e Bucks County Housing Group and to offer supplemental food support to anyone

in need.

e Family Service Food Pantry

Every Christmas season we decorate the altar and
sanctuary with beautiful poinsettias. To dedicate one GZ] Red Cross Blood Drive
or more plants in honor of/ memory of a loved one Thursday, December 4
CLICK HERE to print the order form OR find the red form BW 2:00pm — 7:00pm

in the Commons. Return the completed form with $30 Fellowship Hall
to the church office or offering plate by Sunday, December 14. Schedule an Appointment Here,
Dedications will be printed in the worship bulletins on Christmas Eve. | at the SignUp Hub or scan the
Plants may be taken home after the 9:00pm Christmas Eve service or | QR code with your phone.

left in the sanctuary for the season.

Reach Out Foundation Lunches for January 2026 Men'’s Bible Study Women’s Bible Study

Winter takes a toll on those who are homeless; Mondays, December 1 and 15 Tuesdays

. . . 7:00pm e the Lounge 6:30pm ¢ the Commons
almost impossible to find a warm, safe place to
sleep and something to eat. Please help out with . Gals’ Book Club
our weekly bagged lunches delivered to the HOMeleSs Thursday, December 4 ¢ 7:00pm e the Lounge
Reach Out Center. 4 “We Are Not Strangers” by Josh Tuininga
SIGN UP JANUARY or visit the SignUp Hub to provide an God’s Caring Stitchers
item for these lunches. Place donations in the Lobby of Fridays, January 9 and 30

Love 9 Tuesdays by 10:30am. Questions? Sandy Anthony. 1:00pm ¢ Room A1/A2


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-57768907-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60282786-fellowship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60237024-altar#/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRpvPauDmlkZoS6JFSFuJs9iwOfoWiVtCxk6sItcWXFie2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouWBZqjf2mDCiDI07ZIsDiTM=&ver=3
https://godslovenewtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/poinsettia-order-form-2025.pdf
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Gods%20Love
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-60556979-hope

Preschool News December 2025

oS Lo . N
O We / The Harvest Social, our annual show for the preschool families,
0.;‘- Y4 * wasA Very Thankful Prayer, based on the book of the same name
& % »» _  byBonnie Richner Jensen. Thank you, Pastor Brandi, for the
‘2 & }i"c*‘ ‘t;f welcome and opening prayer! It was a wonderful evening of songs,

AN aeos fellowship, and gratitude. Thank you to many in the congregation
who participated in our fall fundraiser!

As the Advent/Christmas season begins, we turn our attention to learning about the birth of Jesus, making gifts for our
families and learning of the Christmas celebrations around the world. The preschoolers’ excitement is infectious! The
Hat and Mitten Tree will be up to accept donations for the Bucks County Housing Group.

All of us at the preschool send wishes to the entire congregation for a very
MERRY CHRISTMAS and good health and happiness in 2026!

Registration for the 20262027 school year begins in January.

“In-House” registration for current students, church members, and alumni
begins January 7. Registration opens to the public on January 14.

For more information and/or to schedule a tour, please contact

Nikki Hendricks at 215-497-0506 or preschool@godslovenewtown.org.

. e ELCA World Hunger Thank you for your gift of 5372.
y Through your gifts, you join the whole church in
YUl Qs working toward a just world where all are fed. [This
_~ money was collected during the third quarter of 2025 from
our congregation’s individual giving.]

¢ Family Service Association of Bucks County
Thank you so much for your heartfelt gift of
S667 for our food pantry. We are deeply
thankful for your ongoing support of the
many families we serve. [See “Additional Support”

a

article on page 3.] e ELCA Good Gifts Your Good Gift equips God’s people
e Lutheran Congregational Services Thank you for your gift around the world with what they need to live
of $100. With your help, LCS mobilizes local volunteers to abundant lives—seedlings, seminary courses,
help those recovering from disasters. The gift will help vaccinations, Bibles, blankets, etc. Thank you for your
purchase materials needed for home repairs. [Honorarium generous gift of $1,096. [This money was collected in July
for Adult Faith & Life class on Sunday, October 5] specifically for mosquito nets].
DECEMBER 2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Counters  9:30a |Property Team 9:30a ADVENT STUDY 12p Musikgarten  10a FELLOWSHIP
AV Team Mtg 12p Staff Mtg 11a Musician’s Mtg 1p [Red Cross DINNER
Women’s Bible 6:30p SMCM Mtg 6:30p | Blood Drive 2p-7p 6:00p
Men’s Bible  7p Rejoice! Jr. 7p Bell Choir 6:30p Preschool
Rejoice! 7:30p Vocal Choir 7:30p = Board Mtg 7p
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
ST. Nick SUNDAY Counters  9:30a Staff Mtg 11a |ADVENT STUDY 12p Musikgarten  10a QUILTERS
Worship  8:45a & 11a Women'’s Bible 6:30p 10a-3p
Education 10a Rejoice! Jr. 7p Bell Choir 6:30p
Worship Planning  12p Rejoice! 7:30p Vocal Choir 7:30p
Youth Loft Decorating 12p Mutual Min 7:30p Executive Mtg 7:30p
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Worship  8:45a & 11a Counters  9:30a |Staff Mtg 11a |ADVENT STUDY 12p Musikgarten  10a SATURDAY SOCIAL
Education 10a TLC 11a Women’s Bible 6:30p 5:00p
Loft Open House  10a Rejoice! Jr. 7p Bell Choir 6:30p Church Council 7p YOUTH LOFT
Men’s Bible  7p [Rejoice! 7:30p Vocal Choir 7:30p HANGouT 5:00p
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
HANGING OF GREENS ~ |Counters ~ 9:30a | Staff Mtg 11la CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY
Worship  8:45a & 11a Worship Worship
Education 10a Women’s Bible 6:30p 4:00p 9:30a
BLUE CHRISTMAS Rejoice! Jr. 7p 6:00p
4pm at Ascension Rejoice! 7:30p 9:00p
28 29 30 31

ONE Worship 9:30a

NO Education — — — OFFICE CLOSED — ——

G Lutheran Church of God’s Love Pastor Brandi Hebert Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org
O(SS lzlilv{\::/v\’:\tog 2: gggge y Road prbrandi@godsiovenewtown.org Susan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org
Ove 215.968.4335 * godslovenewtown.org Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel Nicole Hill community@godslovenewtown.org

prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org
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