
the Messenger 
November 2025 Time After Pentecost  

 

 

To read the Messenger online,  
scan this QR code with your phone or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 

 

 

Find all signups and RSVPs at the SignUp 
Hub in the Commons, scan this code, or 
visit godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

Livestream Worship 

Weekly online worship services 
are available live or for replay at 
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams, 
or scan the QR code with your phone.  

Both services are livestreamed! 

The Café at God’s Love 

All are welcome to stop by for refreshments and 
some warm hospitality.  

Want to get involved and meet new people? This  
vital hospitality ministry is only possible with your support. 

SIGN UP  to serve in the Café and/or to provide baked goods. 
   

Pastoral Message from Pastor Brandi 

We begin November with All Saints Day  
celebrating the saints of our lives—those who  
have gone before us shining the light of God’s 
love in word and deed during their earthly  
journey. The saints inspire us in our faith 
journey to dwell fully in God’s presence  
proclaiming God’s love for our time.  

We conclude November celebrating Christ the King, a high holy day 
that reminds us of our one, true and only king Jesus Christ, the One 
whose self-sacrifice on the Cross bore witness to God’s resurrecting 
mercy, forgiveness, and grace. 

Therefore, the entire month of November is an opportunity to 
practice gratitude. Gratitude for the saints who witnessed to  
Christ our King and the blessings of His grace we receive daily.  

Join me in this spiritual practice this month that we might grow 
together as the one Body of Christ, forgiven sinner and saint by 
God’s grace.  

Pastor Brandi 

2025 Stewardship Campaign Update 
Sunday, November 9: Gratitude Sunday 

Throughout the month of October,  
congregation members shared  
personal testimonies during  
worship about their leadership  
and participation in ministries at  
God’s Love. We hope they inspired  
you to think about your own faith  
journey and how you might participate with  
this congregation as a Partner in Mission.  

You should have received a 2026 Intent Card  
and Gifts of Service form in the mail. Please 
prayerfully consider how you intend to share 
your financial and spiritual gifts in the coming 
year, then complete and return these forms to 
church on Gratitude Sunday, November 9. Extra 
forms are available at the Partners in Mission 
bulletin board in the Commons. 

All Saints Remembrance 
THIS SUNDAY, November 2 

All Saints Sunday is a time to remember those saints who  
have gone before us in faith. Worship services will include  
an opportunity to light a candle in memory of loved ones and a 
video tribute to those in our faith community that have died in the 
past year. A printed list of the names in the tribute is on the 
Ministry Resource Table in the Commons. 

2025 Altar Flowers 
To dedicate altar flowers in 2025, 
in memory of a loved one or in 
honor of a special occasion, CLICK 
HERE or visit the SignUp Hub to 

choose a week; indicate your dedication text.  
The cost is $40 per week. 

OPEN weeks: Nov 16 and 23; Dec 14 and 28 

Upcoming Youth Events 

Bonfire 
Sunday, November 16 • 5:00pm – 7:30pm 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in Yardley 

Join the fun with dinner and a bonfire in the 
LCR Fellowship Hall & Garden of Hope. Menu: 
hotdogs, meatball sandwiches, chips, s’mores  

Game Night 

Sunday, January 11 • 5:00pm – 7:30pm 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 

Join the fun with pizza and games in the 
LCGL Fellowship Hall and Youth Loft. 
Menu: top-your-own pizza, salad, treats 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050D4EA4AE2BA1FA7-57939526-cafe#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-53329119-altar#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-53329119-altar#/


 

Sundays •10:00am  
Fellowship Hall 

Our Speaker Series runs 
through November 23. 

Visit the 
Ministry Resource Table 

for more information. 

November 2: “Who are the Saints” 
an All Saints Day presentation by Pastor Brandi 

November 9: End-of-Life Planning How, Why, and  
What if I Don’t? Speaker Scott Bloom, Elder Lawyer 

November 16: Veterans Day Reflections  
a conversation with our congregation’s veterans  
[Veterans, please contact Susan in the church office 
if you are willing to speak.] 

November 23: “Mental Health and Wellness 
Strategies for the Holidays” Speaker Brandon 
Grunt, Well and Good Counseling, Langhorne 

Community Thanksgiving Feast 
Sunday, November 16 • 3:00pm 
St. Stephen's Lutheran Church  
65 E. Street Road, Feasterville 

Come share a meal, laughter, and 
fellowship as we give thanks together. 
Invite a friend or neighbor, all are 
welcome at the table. Don’t miss a 
magnificent meal.  
Cost: FREE - BUT please RSVP by 
calling the St. Stephen’s office at    
215-357-8183 so we have enough 
food for all. 

November Highlighted Collection St. Nicholas Day 
Sunday, December 7 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  
Our annual collection of holiday gift donations kicks off  
Sunday, November 2! Donations will support the  
following local agencies: 

Bucks County Housing Group 
Interfaith Food Alliance 

Cradles to Crayons 
Family Service 

Woods Services 

Tear-off tags with gift ideas will be posted in the Lobby of Love within the 
next week or two. Select a tag, go shopping, and wrap the gift if directed to 
do so. Return the item, WITH TAG ATTACHED, to church on St. Nick Sunday, 
December 7. During worship that morning, St. Nicholas will be here to 
welcome your gifts. 

NOTE: There are two agencies that offer online shopping; items purchased 
are delivered directly to the agencies.  

Monetary donations are also welcome. Add “St. Nicholas Day” in the memo 
section of your check or envelope and place in the offering plate.  

Questions? Karen Hoch 215-208-2173. 

Reach Out Foundation 
Lunches for December 

Amid all the holiday hustle  
and bustle, please take time 
out for people in need.  

Each week God’s Love  
provides bagged lunches to the 
Reach Out Center in Penndel, where 
people can get shelter, a meal, and 
access to social services.  

For DECEMBER SIGN UP HERE or visit 
the SignUp Hub to provide an item for 
these lunches. 

Place donations in the Lobby of Love 
Tuesdays by 10:30am.  

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

AHTN Shared Meal Saturday, November 29  
4:00pm • Fellowship Hall 
In conjunction with Advocates for the Homeless 
and Those in Need (AHTN), please consider  
participating in our Shared Meal as we serve those who are 
experiencing food insecurity. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
show gratitude for our blessings.  

We will serve our traditional taco casserole meal beginning  
at 4:00pm.  

Questions? Ask the team: Sandy Anthony, Kathy Bauer,  
Valerie Greaud, Karen Hoch, Robin Pecuch or Barbara Roth. 

There are many opportunities to help that day 
and/or to prepare or purchase food donations  
in advance.  

• Fellowship set up (3:15pm – 4:00pm) 
• Kitchen help (3:30pm – 5:15pm) 
• Serve food (3:45pm – 5:15pm) 
• Set up and serve beverages (3:15pm – 5:15pm) 
• Visiting (4:00pm – 5:00pm) 
• Clean up (4:45pm – finished) 
• Food donations/taco casserole preparation 

SIGN UP HERE to help, or visit the SignUp Hub  
in the Commons. 

Worship Assistants 

Participate in worship by serving as  
a reader, usher, communion assistant 
or assistant minister.  

Serve when you can; training provided. 
CLICK HERE or visit the SignUp Hub to choose 
a week in NOVEMBER and/or DECEMBER  
or scan this QR code with your phone. 

 

Questions? Contact Treasurer, Bob Smoose, or  
Financial Secretary, John Tidd. 

  

$342,855

$349,843

$0 $100,000 $200,000 $300,000 $400,000

Expenses

Income

2025 Financials through September

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-59991525-hope
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-57768907-worship


November Saturday Social Friendsgiving 
Saturday, November 15 
5:00pm – 7:00pm • Fellowship Hall 

Join the Friendsgiving fun! Please bring a Thanksgiving- 
style side dish or dessert to share. Turkey and gravy will  
be provided. After dinner we will share our blessings by 
assembling Breakfast Bags for distribution during Code Blue nights this 
winter (the Code Blue Homeless Shelter opens when the nightly 
temperature is 26° or below). There will also be a scavenger hunt for  
those who wish to participate. Over 40 people attended last year so  
don’t miss out. 

Please RSVP at THIS LINK or the SignUp Hub. RSVP not required to attend. 

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
Mondays, November 3 & 17 
7:00pm • the Lounge 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays • 6:30pm 
the Lounge 

 

Gals’ Book Club 
Thursday, December 4 
7:00pm • the Lounge 

“Book TBD” 

God's Caring Stitchers 

The items around the altar today will  
be given to neighbors in need in our  
community. Some items have already  
been delivered because the need was  
so great. We offer them up for a blessing. 
• 8 Afghans, and 12 Baby Blankets for  

Bucks County Homeless Shelter 

• 8 Lap Robes for Crestview Nursing Home 

• 6 Lap Robes, 6 Baby Blankets and 5 Baby Hats 
for Americans for Native Americans 

• 42 Chemo Hats for Abramson Cancer Center 

• 16 Scarves, 20 Children/Teen Hats, and 3 Hat/ 
Scarf Sets for Bucks County Housing Group 

• 26 Cowls and 2 Hat/Scarf sets for  
Holy Communion Church in Philly 

• 125 Newborn Hats for Capital Health Maternity Ward 

• 109 Washcloths and 100 Prayer Squares for future  
Blessing Bags 

• 10 Lap Robes for End-of-Life Program at  
Doylestown Hospital 

• 8 Lap Robes, 14 Adult Hats, 7 Children's Hats, 9 Scarves,  
3 Hat/Scarf Sets, and 9 washcloths for 
National Giving Alliance 

• 2 Prayer Shawls for members of our congregation  
in need of comfort 

• 50 Prayer Squares for "On Eagles Wings" Summer Bible Camp 

My heartfelt thanks for all who made this possible.   

Cindy Sundstrom 

REMINDER: Our Non-Perishable Food Collection is Ongoing 

If you’ve seen the news lately then you know about the freeze on SNAP benefits which 
affect 2 million Pennsylvanians. Local food pantries have called to ask for help to keep their  
shelves stocked during this time of extreme need. Please consider donating items to  
supplement our congregation’s ongoing food collection.  

• Non-expired, unopened food, toiletries, baby items and cleaning supplies can be  
dropped off in the Lobby of Love and will be delivered to local food pantries.  

• Caring for Friends meals can be assembled with homemade food using the containers and instructions  
provided in the Lobby. These should be returned to church during office hours and placed in the freezer. 

The Lobby of Love is open 24/7 to drop off donations. If you, or someone you know, are in need,  
please help yourself. 

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony or Janet Nordberg.  

Lutheran Disaster Response  
“Thank you for gift of $1,000. Your Spirit-filled  
generosity helps families and communities reeling  
from disasters, in the immediate aftermath and 
far into the future.” Daniel Rift, Director of  
Congregational Generosity 

Emergency Relief Association 
“Thank you for your gift of 1,145 pounds of food during the quarter ended  
September 20, 2025. Your generosity helps those in your community avoid 
hunger.” Linda McGowan, President 

Americans for Native Americans 
“Your donations of underwear, books, 
monetary gifts, and knitted and 
crocheted items are making a huge 
difference in the work we are able to do 
with our Native American siblings in 
need on the Hopi, Navajo, and Zuni 
reservations.”  
Mary Lee Reif, Board Chair,  
Americans for Native Americans 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-59991539-friendsgiving


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown-Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 • godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org 

Nicole Hill community@godslovenewtown.org 

 

Preschool News 
October was full of special events for the 
preschool—class trips to Styer Orchard, 
Pumpkin Night, the Halloween parade, 
visits from the Newtown Fire Association 
(complete with a tour of the fire truck), 

the playground blessing, gym class, music class, and 
 

Chapel Time. The staff attended a professional development day at Tyler State Park, led by the Environmental Education 
Specialist, who presented the Getting Little Feet Wet curriculum. It was full of wonderful lessons, activities and crafts for 
preschoolers. 

The students are preparing for the Harvest Social program, “A Very Thankful Prayer.” 
Appetizers and desserts will be enjoyed in Fellowship Hall. Donations of  
non-perishable items will be collected for the church’s food drive.  

Thank you to those who supported our pie fundraiser. Orders can be 
placed until Monday, November 3 at 9:30am. Scan the QR code with 
your phone to download the order form.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

NOVEMBER 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

As we gather in this season of gratitude, let us pause and reflect on God’s 

goodness. May our hearts be still, our minds be focused and our worship be filled 

with thanksgiving to the One who provides all we need. 

1 
New Member 

Orientation 
10a 

Fellowship 
Dinner 6p 

2 

All Saints Sunday 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 
Columbarium Mtg 10a 
Worship Meeting 12p 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
Men’s Bible 7p 

4 
Counters 9:30a 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! Jr. 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

5 
 
 
Musicians Mtg 1p 
 
SMCM Mtg 6:30p 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 

6 
Musikgarten 10a 

7 8 
 
 

Quilters 
10a – 3p 

9 

Gratitude Sunday 
New Members Received 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

10 
Counters 9:30a 
Staff Meeting 11a 

11 
Veterans Day 

 
Women’s Study 6:30p 
Rejoice! Jr. 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

12 
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 
Exec Team 7:30p 

13 
Musikgarten 10a 

14 
 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

15 
 

Saturday 
Social 5p 

16  
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 
Youth Bonfire 5p 

17  
Counters 9:30a 
Saturday  
Social Mtg 9:30a 

 
Men’s Bible 7p 

18  
 
Staff Meeting  11a 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! Jr. 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

19  
 
Adult Ed Mtg 1p 
Youth Ministry         
Meeting 6p 

Bell Choir 6:30p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 

20  
Musikgarten 10a 
Eucharistic 
Ministers Mtg 12p 

Preschool 
Harvest Social 6p 

Church Council 7p 

21  
 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

22  
 

23 

Christ the King 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

24 
Counters 9:30a 

25 
 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! Jr. 7p 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

26 27 

 

28 29 
 

Shared Meal 
4p – 6p 

OFFICE CLOSED 
30 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 

No education 

 

"If the only prayer you said in your entire life was 

'thank you,' that would suffice."  —Meister Eckhardt 

 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
mailto:PrBrandi@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:admin@godslovenewtownorg
mailto:info@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:community@godslovenewtown.org

