the Messenger

October 2025

To read the Messenger online,
scan this QR code with your phone or visit
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters.

Livestream Worship

Weekly online worship services

are available live or for replay at
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams,
or scan the QR code with your phone.

Both services are livestreamed!

Time after Pentecost
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o m Find all signups and RSVPs at the SignUp
SIGN Hub in the Commons, scan this code, or

}—I LJ B visit godslovenewtown.org/signups.

The Café at God’s Love Is Open!
All are welcome to stop by for refreshments
and some warm hospitality.

Want to get involved and meet new people? This
vital hospitality ministry is only possible with your support.

SIGN UP to serve in the Café and/or provide baked goods.

A Message from Pastor Brandi

The month of October begins the
season of harvest. October also
marks the start of our Fall
Stewardship campaign.

Our 2025 stewardship emphasis
is Partners in Mission. We hear
throughout the Gospels Jesus
sending His apostles out into the
world to share the Good News of
God’s love. Jesus gives his followers power and authorlty
over all demons and empowers them to proclaim the
kingdom of God and to heal the sick. (Luke 9:1-2)

Throughout the month we will hear congregation members

share stories of how their works in healing, proclamation,
and faith formation ministries have shaped their own faith
journey and invite your partnership.

“For indeed, the harvest is plentiful,

but the laborers are few.” LUKE 10:2
| look forward to being inspired alongside you by their
reflections as we gather for worship and dwell as
One with our God growing in wisdom and gratitude.

+Pastor Brandi

Sunday, September 28 - Bring Your Bible

Two Worship Services, led by Vicar Madison DelLuca,
with Blessing of the Bibles, Education Hour and Café

e 8:45am Early Worship

e 10:00am Education Hour (Children’s
Ministry, Confirmation/Youth Ministry,
Adult Faith & Life) and Café

e 11:00am Late Worship

We welcome (back!) Vicar Madison DeLuca
as preacher and teacher on Sunday, September 28. Vicar
Madi will be officiating the 8:45am and 11:00am
worship services (there will be no communion) and
leading the Adult Faith & Life discussion at 10am.

God’s Love members may remember Vicar Madi as our
seminary field education student in 2023 and continuing
in early 2024 as a Pastoral Assistant. Since then, she has
been completing her seminary internship at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Doylestown and is
scheduled for her ordination review
panel later this fall.

Blessing of the Bibles Kids of all ages are
invited to bring your bible to worship for
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- Adult Faith & Life

Sundays ¢10:00am e Fellowship Hall
Our Fall Guest Speaker Series runs through November
23. Visit the Ministry Resource Table for information.
e October 12: Mission Moment TBD
e October 19: “A Mighty Fortress is Our
God” Reformation Hymnody (Speaker
Prof. Paul Rorem, Princeton Seminary)
e October 26: Reformation Theology
(Speaker Prof. Nelson Rivera, United
Lutheran Seminary)
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e September 28: “Neurodiversity
and Welcome in the Church”
(led by Vicar Madison Deluca)

e October 5: Mission Moment
Lutheran Disaster Response
(Speaker, Julia Frank, Disaster
Preparedness Coordinator)

a special blessing and token.

T

Red Cross Blood Drive
Tuesday, September 30
2:00pm —7:00pm
Fellowship Hall
SCHEDULE HERE

for an appointment.
Questions? Contact Nicole Hill.
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Looking for a Way to Help Others?
Join the Service Ministry Team
Wednesday, October 8 ¢ 6:30pm e the Loft

The Service Ministry Team is
looking for additional people
to help plan and carry out the
congregation’s monthly
collections. The team holds
one planning meeting per year; each member is
responsible for organizing one collection during the
year (training and help are provided).

The team will meet to plan the 2026 collection
calendar on Wednesday October 8. All charitable
organizations can be considered for a collection.
Since these collections began in 2017 thousands of
people have been helped!

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony.

CLASSES HAVE BEGUN!
Meeting places and teachers
are below.

Adults: Fellowship Hall forlLAll Ages

(see Ministry Resource Table for a list of speakers)
Confirmation/Youth (7*"-12" grade): Pastor Brandi’s office
5t/6'™ grade: Room A2 John Connors and Glen McDonnell
3"4/4™ grade: Room Al Nancy Smoose and Ingrid Johnson
15t/2" grade: Room B1 Jeff Hufnagle and Allison Dunkerley
Children in kindergarten and younger are welcome in the
staffed nursery. Make sure to pick up your gift from the table
in the Commons.

Kids not yet registered? Paper registration forms are available
with your child’s teacher, or fill one out online:

e REGISTER HERE Children’s Ministry
e REGISTER HERE Youth/Confirmation Ministry

Worship Assistants

.. . . . WAYS
Participate in worship by serving as YOU
a reader, usher, communion assistant S‘E:a\hl'E

or assistant minister.

i Serve when you can; training
provided. To choose a week in
October, use THIS LINK or scan this
QR code with your phone.

Fellowship Dinner
Saturday, October 4 ¢ 6:00pm
Duck Sauce Chinese Restaurant, 127 State Street, Newtown
Join in this fun dine-out event on the 1% Saturday

of every month. Participants meet at a local fellowshi
restaurant to eat together and socialize. Dinner
Each person/family pays for their meal.
RSVP HERE or at the SignUp Hub by September 30."™

Questions? Contact Will Toppin.

2025 Financials through August
$320,090

Income

Expenses $299,841

S0

$100,000 $200,000 $300,000 $400,000

Questions? Contact Treasurer, Bob Smoose, or
Financial Secretary, John Tidd.
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GOOD STUFF THRIFT Zéi

FALL COLLECTION * Saturday, October 11 * 9:00am — Noon

Load up your good stuff and bring it to church.
Good Stuff Thrift will be in the parking lot by
the pr eschool entrance to unload your car
and provide a tax receipt if needed. Scan the
QR code for a list of items they accept.

October Highlighted Collection: “SOCK”tober
Socks are the number one item requested by people

experiencing homelessness. Throughout October we are
collecting NEW socks for veterans served by the Disabled

American Veterans organization and AHTN clients.

We will gladly accept any type of socks, excluding
dress socks, and any color.

Place donations in the in the Lobby of Love 9 by October 26.

Questions? Contact Janet Nordberg or Sandy Anthony.

LAST CALL!
September Highlighted Collection:
Fleece Blankets

We are collecting fleece
blankets for those struggling
with homelessness.

Want to participate? Information
is on display in the Lobby of Love®.

Questions? Contact Joan Haan.

e
Blankets

for the
Homeless

All Saints Remembrance Sunday, November 2

All Saints Sunday...a time to remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. As has been our

tradition for many years, we plan to lift up those in and

the past year by sharing a slideshow of their photos and names during our worship services that day.

If you have a loved one who entered the Church Triumphant in the past year (since November 1, 2024),
please contact the church office by email, phone or in person by Sunday, October 26, with the person’s

close to our faith community who have died in

Al
3/ Saints
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name and photograph (optional). Include birth/death dates, if known. '
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Thank You from our Youth

The youth would like to thank the Congregation for the
financial support at last month’s fundraiser for the youth
loft renovation. We collected $624! Our loft renovation
has been moving along nicely with the addition of a
donated foosball table and some cabinetry. We are
planning to add a 55” 4K Smart TV and a TV stand/cabinet
as well as some LED lighting and décor.

If you have any of these items you’re willing to donate,
please contact Gary Gray. If not, we’ll use the funds
collected to purchase them. We are looking forward to
inviting the congregation to a Loft Open House later

in October.

Saturday Social Follow-up

September’s Campfire Cook Out was the perfect
end-of-summer activity as 25 people enjoyed roasting
hotdogs and making s’'mores. It was a pleasure to be
joined by our Youth before they headed up to the
Loft to continue the renovation work. The evening
concluded with singing old favorites and songs

of praise.

The Holy Spirit was in the air! A BIG thank you to
Bill Lafty for an excellent job in leading us in song.

THE NEXT Saturday Social is
October 18 from 5:00pm — 7:00pm.

2025 Altar Flowers Upcoming Youth Event
To dedicate altar flowers in 2025, in memory *’5\@* Canoe Trip
of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, M @ A
CLICK HERE or visit the SignUp Hub to choose §*$ **\ Saturday, October 11
a week and indicate your dedication text. Al Flowiare RSVP HERE
o
The cost is $40 per week. Questions? Contact Elizabeth Karagrigoriou.

MEN'S ' T3
 Grour Il:n/len ds Bﬂ())li Sbt u(16y 420 God'’s Caring Stitchers \
ondays, tictober® an Fridays, October 10 and 24 Vo @\m
7:00pm e the Lounge 1:00pm e Room Al/AZ L) et -

:N&Mswﬁ Women’s Bible Study This month our knit and crochet &
°:?,§Q35?<:' Tuesdays » 6:30pm s the Lounge group is working on items for the

blanket blessing in November.
Gals’ Book Club If you want to be a part of this warm, welcoming

)
. . |
" CLUB . Thursday, October 30 e 7:00pm e the Lounge crafting group please join us!
@ “The Dearly Beloved” by Cara Wall Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom

Have you ever paused to listen—really listen—to the world around you?
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises!” PSALM 98:4
The hum of morning birdsong. The laughter of children. The comforting voice of a friend. Even the MAKE A
qguiet moments of stillness. These aren’t just background noise—they’re invitations to worship. (&5)11[81(’

God designed a world that sings. Worship isn’t limited to Sunday mornings or formal songs; it’s
woven into the everyday moments that tune our hearts to Him. And when we pause to truly hear it, L()R D
we are drawn into praise, right where we are. What sound lifts your heart toward God today?

Take a moment to listen. Let it remind you of His love and nearness.
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Preschool News

Fall brings so many wonderful changes and delicious foods from God'’s
bounty; the preschoolers are ready for all of it! The lessons, crafts and

3 & baking in October teach them about trees, leaves, apples and pumpkins.
The Newtown Fire Department makes their annual visit this month with
the children learning about fire prevention as they get to see a fire truck up close.
Monthly music and gym classes begin this month. A highlight of the school year is the
class trips to Styer Orchard, followed by an evening with their “guest of honor” decorating pumpkins.
We love to see their creations! October ends on a festive note with Halloween parties and parades.

e Bucks County Housing Group “Thank you for your
generous gift of 51,000 on May 19. Your donat:on
plays a pivotal role in combatting hunger
and homelessness in our community. As 3
wages struggle to keep up with the cost of

living, our clients continue to face many
challenges.” Erik Clare, Executive Director #

[In May Church Council approved $1,000 to be
distributed from the Endowment Fund to BCHG;
one of 13 distributions this year.]

e On Eagle’s Wings “Your generosity helped provide camp

supplies and cover travel costs that allowed your team

(Sandy Anthony and Allison Dunkerley) to reach

' remote communities in the Northwest Territories of
Canada. Our children felt loved, valued and safe. They

will carry the Bible stories with them forever.”

Robin Abrol, Executive Director

[Church Council approved a donation of $1,000 to On Eagle’s
Wings on June 19 plus we supplied $500 to Sandy and
Allison for a week of snacks for the children.]

OCTOBER 2025
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Lutheran Church of God’s Love
791 Newtown-Yardley Road

Newtown, PA 18940
215.968.4335 + godslovenewtown.org

Pastor Brandi Hebert
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org

Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org

Susan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org

Nicole Hill community@godslovenewtown.org



http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
mailto:PrBrandi@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:admin@godslovenewtownorg
mailto:info@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:community@godslovenewtown.org

