
the Messenger 
September 2025 Fall Kickoff  

 

 

To read the Messenger online,  
scan this code with your phone or visit 
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 

 

 

Find all signups and RSVPs at the SignUp 
Hub in the Commons, scan this code, or 
visit godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

Livestream Worship 

Weekly online worship services  
are available live or for replay at 
youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams,  
or scan this QR code with your phone.  

Sundays, now thru September 14 

ONE service at 9:30am 

  

A Message from Pastor Brandi 

This month our Gospel invites us to ask:  

“What needs to be released and re-imagined in our lives and that of 
 our congregation so we may live the good life God desires for us?” 

Throughout life’s journey, God’s faithful people courageously ask  
this question trusting in the One through whom we are never lost 
but always found.  

Lately I’ve been listening to gospel singer CeCe Winans’ versions  
of Goodness of God and Never Lost. These two songs encapsulate  
these ideas grounded in the gospel readings for September 7 and 14  
as we gather to celebrate the beginning of our Fall Ministry Schedule. I encourage  
you to check out these powerful songs that remind us of God’s love for us through  
all things, a love that calls us deeper into mission and ministry as the Body of Christ.  

For more information on 
our Fall Ministry Schedule 
and the return to two 
worship services and the 
education hour, check out 
the articles in this month’s 
Messenger. 

As always, I look forward to 
seeing you at church as we 
worship our God of Grace 
together. 

+Pastor Brandi 

Fall Kickoff 

Pay special attention to the September Calendar as our worship and ministry schedules are transitioning from summer 
to fall. One worship service continues through September 14 with special events following worship. Beginning 
September 21, we return to two worship services, plus the education hour and Café. See details below. 

Sunday, September 7 
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
Wear your God’s Love t-shirt! 

 

 

 

• 9:30am: Worship in the sanctuary 

• 10:30am: Congregation-wide service 
projects in Fellowship Hall as part of the 
ELCA’s nationwide day of service. 
Projects include: 

– Assembling meals for Caring for Friends 
– Neighborhood canned food collection 
– Writing advocacy letters to our local 

representatives 
– Making dog toys for local animal shelters 

Sunday, September 14 
Outdoor Worship and Church Picnic 

• 9:30am: OUTDOOR worship on the front lawn 

• 10:30am: Acolyte training (3rd grade and older) 

• 10:30am – 1:00pm: Church Picnic! Sandwiches and drinks will be 
provided; please bring a side dish or dessert to share. A free-will 
offering will be collected. Games and activities for all ages are 
included. If you can help with the event and/or loan a canopy or 
lawn game, please let the team know at THIS LINK. 

Sunday, September 21 
Fall Worship Schedule and Education Hour Resumes 
Blessing of the Backpacks at both services 

• 8:45am: Early Worship 

• 10:00am: Education Hour (Children’s Ministry, Confirmation/Youth 
Ministry, Adult Faith & Life) and Café 

• 11:00am: Late Worship 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://www.youtube.com/@godslovenewtown/streams
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-57718844-church#/


 

NOW DUE! 
Classes begin September 21. 

Families should have received Registration  
and Information packets for Sunday Morning 
Children’s Ministry (grades 1 – 6) and Youth/ 
Confirmation Ministry (grades 7 – 12).  
Visit the Ministry Resource Table for details and a 
copy of the September Parent Newsletter.  

Complete and return the registration form from 
your packet or register online, at the SignUp Hub, at 
godslovenewtown.org/signups, or at the following: 

• REGISTER HERE Children’s Ministry 

• REGISTER HERE Youth/Confirmation Ministry 

 

Adult Faith & Life Resumes 
Sunday, September 21 

10:00am • Fellowship Hall 

The Adult Faith & Life planning team has put together a great 
lineup of speakers and discussion topics for the fall. The first few 
weeks are highlighted below. Check out the Ministry Resource 
Table for details of future sessions through November. 

• September 21: “Grounded in the Word” the biblical basis 
of our worship liturgy (led by Susan McDonnell) 

• September 28: “Neurodiversity and Welcome 
in the Church” (led by Vicar Madison DeLuca) 

• October 5: Mission Moment Lutheran Disaster Response 
(Guest Speaker, Julia Frank, LDR) 

• October 12: Mission Moment On Eagle’s Wings  
(led by Sandy Anthony and Allison Dunkerley) 

Notes from our Musicians 

from Bill Lafty, Director of Rejoice! and Rejoice Jr! 

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and  
he will establish your plans.” PROVERBS 16:3 

As we segue from our Summer Sabbath back  
to our busy school schedules and work worlds,  
let us meditate on the words of Proverbs 16:3  
and commit our works to the Lord, letting go and letting 
God establish our true purpose with His wisdom which 
transcends all understanding. May we do all these things 
with love, dignity to all, and integrity, always bringing 
glory to God. AMEN! 

Rejoice! and Rejoice Jr! will happily accept new singers 
and musicians any time. We will continue to rehearse 
weekly on Tuesdays in the Sanctuary (Rejoice Jr! at 
7:00pm and Rejoice! at 7:30pm) to prepare the music for 
the 11:00am worship service the following Sunday.  
Final warm up occurs one hour before worship. 

from Cheri Tigh, Organist and Director of Choirs 

We’ve already gotten a taste of Fall with cooler 
temperatures recently. Students are returning to 
school and many of us return to our “regular 
schedule.” I love Fall; it’s my favorite season. The 
changing of the leaves signifies another cycle of  

life coming to a close. What a year of change it’s been for so 
many of us! For me, at least, I yearn for this return to more 
of a routine. I look forward to the return of Wednesday 
evening choir rehearsals with both our Handbell and Vocal 
Choirs and making music with these devoted and faithful 
people. We work hard but we also have fun, and it truly 
enriches our sense of Community. If you’ve been looking 
for something to add to your routine as well as your church 
Community, reach out to me or any of our choir members! 
You are most welcome. Weekly rehearsals resume: 

• Vocal Choir: Wednesday, September 3 at 7:30pm 

• Handbell Choir: Wednesday, September 10 at 6:30pm 

September Highlighted Collection: Fleece Blankets 

Throughout the month of September, we will be collecting fleece blankets for those struggling  
with homelessness. These blankets will be given out to the guests at our next two Shared Meals  
on November 29 and January 31. Any additional blankets will be donated to AHTN. 

Want to participate? Detailed information and an example of the type of blanket needed 
are on display in the Lobby of Love.  

Any new fleece blanket is welcome; however, lightweight, smaller sizes (twin/throw) are preferred 
for easier packing and carrying. Five Below and other stores carry them for as little as $7 or 
purchase from Amazon or any other online retailer and have shipped directly to the church.  

Questions? Contact Joan Haan. 
   

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Tuesday, September 30 

2:00pm – 7:00pm • Fellowship Hall 
Questions? Contact Nicole Hill. 

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT HERE. 

Fellowship Dinner 
Saturday, September 6 • 6:00pm 
Outback Steakhouse 
650 Commerce Boulevard, Fairless Hills 

RSVP HERE or at the SignUp Hub by September 2. 

https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
https://forms.gle/zXbiE3QardH3MY6C9
https://forms.gle/Ajhpwyt373dDcgho6
https://a.co/d/6j62tsl
https://arcpublicity.bottomlineink.net/Common/SocialClick?oid=1858673&sk=Gods%20Love&src=Email
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-57894027-fellowship


HOPE Supporting Those in Need 

Something to eat is always a priority for people 
who are homeless but with cooler weather  
approaching it is even more important.  

Want to help those in need? SIGN UP HERE  
for October or visit the SignUp Hub to donate one of the 
ingredients for the Tuesday lunches. Church volunteers 
assemble the lunches and deliver them every Tuesday to 
the Reach Out Foundation in Penndel. Place donations in 
the Lobby of Love Tuesdays by 10:30am.  

Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

September Saturday Social: Campfire Cookout 
Saturday, September 20 
5:00pm – 7:00pm in the Prayer Garden 

Join the family fun as we roast hotdogs,  
make s’mores, and sing campfire songs led 
by our Rejoice! Director Bill Lafty. This event 
is for all ages and is a good way to get to know others in a 
relaxed, social setting. A free-will offering will be collected 
to help offset expenses. RSVP HERE or at the SignUp Hub if 
you can, if not, come anyway!  
Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony. 

Youth Presentation The Loft Renovation 

Our youth have been busy with a renovation project in 
the loft. Their vision is to create a welcoming space 
that encourages fellowship, creativity, and 
engagement among all youth members. Thoughtful 
planning and implementation have been youth-driven, 
with the guidance of Pastor Katherine and Gary Gray. 
During worship on August 31, the youth will present 
more about their project, including an appeal for the 
congregation’s participation.  

Join us in the Café after worship to enjoy some baked 
goodies and, of course, take a look in the loft to see 
their progress.  

Worship Assistants 

Participate in worship by  
serving as a reader, usher, 
communion assistant or 
assistant minister.  

Serve when your schedule 
allows; training is provided. 
To choose a week in 
September or October,  
use THIS LINK or scan this 
QR code with your phone. 

 

Questions? Contact Treasurer, Bob Smoose, or  
Financial Secretary, John Tidd. 

Giving Statements for Year-to-Date through July are now 
in your church mailbox. If you use a credit card for your 
donations, please pay special attention to this statement 
and double check for correctness, as a software issue 
necessitated manual data entry in May and June.  
Contact John Tidd with any questions or concerns. 

Good Neighbor Garden Galore 

The Good Neighbor Garden  
is producing gloriously.  
Despite some problems  
with insects, to date 
604 pounds of fresh  
vegetables have been  
donated to local food pantries. Our harvest includes 
green beans, tomatoes, cherry tomatoes, hot peppers, 
sweet peppers, cucumbers, squash, zucchini, and  
52 pounds of spaghetti squash! All plants are still 
producing; the eggplants will be ready for harvest soon. 
Join the harvesting on Tuesday and Friday mornings 
at 8:30am or weed on your own at any time.  

Questions? Contact Ken Weisensale or Sandy Anthony. 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
Mondays, September 8 and 22 
7:00pm • the Lounge 

God’s Caring Stitchers 
Fridays, September 5 and 19 
1:00pm • Room A1/A2  

As kids go back to school, and  
cooler days set in, we welcome Fall.  Our knit 
and crochet group will resume meeting twice a 
month. If you would like to learn to knit or 
crochet or just hone your skills, come join us. 
The items are given to local charitable 
organizations. Questions? Cindy Sundstrom 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesdays • 6:30pm • the Lounge 

 

Gals’ Book Club 
Thursday, September 26 • 7:00pm • the Lounge 

“The Dictionary of Lost Words” by Pip Williams 

 

2025 Altar Flowers 
To dedicate altar flowers in 2025, in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, 
CLICK HERE or visit the SignUp Hub to choose a week and indicate your dedication text.  

The cost is $40 per week. 

$268,101

$288,770

$0 $75,000 $150,000 $225,000 $300,000

Expenses

Income

2025 Financials through July

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-58201235-hope#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-58075061-saturday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-57385976-worshipnursery#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-53329119-altar#/


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown-Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 • godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Katherine Cartwright Knodel 
prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell info@godslovenewtown.org 

Nicole Hill community@godslovenewtown.org 

 

Preschool News 

It is with great anticipation and enthusiasm that we begin our  
27th year! The new play structure has been installed, and the  
playground upgrades are complete. The teachers and I are most  
grateful for the donations from the Norvell family and George Heinze 
that made this possible. With the hard work of the teachers, their 

husbands, children, and George Heinze, we were able to trim trees, power wash, and 
spread 50 yards of mulch. We are anxious to see the preschoolers enjoy all that the  
playground has to offer! 

This year, we welcome two new staff members: Min Aspell and Judene Steyn.  

• Holly Kostrzewski will teach the 2-By-2’s class.  
• Nicky Hinderberger and Marylynn Eschliman 

will teach the Young 3’s class. 
• Caryn Gargalovic and Beth Garrison will teach 

the 3’s M-W-F class. 
• Alison Holder and Loring Day will teach the 

4’s AM class.  

• Holly Kostrzewski and Min Aspell will teach the 4’s PM class.  
• Extended Day classes are available for 3’s and 4’s,  

as well as an Enrichment class (Science and 
Traveling around the World) for the 4’s.  

• Lunch Bunch will be offered every day.  
• Loring Day, Judene Steyn, and Holly Kostrzewski 

will work in the office in the afternoons.   

Registration is still open. If you, or someone you know, might be interested in enrolling a child, please contact  
Nikki Hendricks at the preschool office: 215-497-0506 or preschool@godslovenewtown.org. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

2 
Counters 9:30a 
Staff Meeting  11a 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! 7p 

3  
 
 
SMCM Meeting 6p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 

4 
Lower Bucks Clergy 

Conference 9:30a 

5 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

6  

Fellowship 
Dinner 
6:30pm 

7  
God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Worship 9:30a 
Service Project 10:30a 
Worship Meeting 11:30a 

Youth Parent Meeting  
      at LCR 5p 

8   
Counters 9:30a 
 
 
 
Men’s Bible 7p 

9  
 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! 7p 

10  
 
 
Musicians’ Mtg 1p 
 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Exec Comm 7:30p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 

11  
 

Musikgarten 10a 
Ministerium 12p 
 

 

12  13  

Quilters 
10:00a – 3:00p 

14 
Outdoor Worship 9:30a 
Church Picnic 10:30a 
Acolyte Training 10:30a 

15   
Counters 9:30a 

16  
 
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! 7p 

17  
 
 
 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 

18  
Musikgarten 10a 
 
 
Church Council 7p 

19 
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

20 

Saturday 
Social 
5:00p 

21  
Backpack Blessing 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

22  
Counters 9:30a 

1st Day of 
Autumn 

 
Men’s Bible 7p 

23  
Staff Meeting 11a 
 
 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! 7p 

24  
 
Preschool 

Chapel 11:20a 
 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Vocal Choir 7:30p 

25  
Musikgarten 10a 
Preschool 

Chapel 11:20a & 1p 
 
Gals’ Book Club 7p 

26  27 

28  
Blessing of Bibles 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 
Saturday Social 

Team Meeting 10a 

29  
Counters 9:30a 
TLC 11a 

30   
 
Staff Meeting 11a 
Blood Drive 2p –7p 
 
Women’s Bible 6:30p 
Rejoice! 7p 

You are the Good Shepherd, Lord—you 

lead, protect, and restore [Psalm 23].  

As I enter worship, guide my heart back to 

your peace. 
 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
mailto:PrBrandi@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:prkatherine@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:admin@godslovenewtownorg
mailto:info@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:community@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:preschool@godslovenewtown.org

