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Find all the signups at the SignUp Hub 
in the Commons or online at 
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Dear Members and Friends of God’s Love, 

I am writing this column the morning after 
Ash Wednesday. Several persons have 
already asked me: “What should I give up for 
Lent?” Following many Lenten seasons, I 
prefer another question: “What small thing 
would be helpful for me to take up this Lent?” 
My druthers are to encourage small, steady 
steps in our quest to deepen faith.  

My list is illustrative, not exhaustive. I hope 
and pray that this article will encourage 
conversations on how to make this Lenten go-
around meaningful and inspiring. 

Your brother in Christ, Pastor Dan Whitener 

Here are a few suggestions for you to consider this Lent: 

1. Make a special effort to introduce yourself 
to a family new to your neighborhood. 

2. Be more consistent in saying a blessing  
at each meal regardless of location. 

3. Read and contemplate the  
Bible Book of the Month. 

4. If you worship once per month, make it twice; twice per month, 
make it thrice. 

5. Volunteer to provide sandwiches for the homeless. 

6. Try increasing your financial giving for the 40 days of Lent and see 
what happens. 

7. Write several thank-you notes on a set day each week. 
 

 
“The Black Church in America” 

Final session THIS Sunday, February 26 
10:00am • Room A1/A2 

Pastor Dan will lead a discussion on Martin 
Luther King Jr’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” 

Copies of the letter are available in advance in 
the Lobby of Love  and will be distributed 
during the class. 

Adult Faith&Life in March “Faith Practices for Lent” 

An exploration of various devotional practices meant  
to grow, focus, and deepen one’s faith during  
the Lenten season. 
• March 5: PRAYER. Pastor Dan entitles this session  

“Prayer 101”—a discussion of the Lord’s Prayer  
and the basics of a prayerful life 

• March 12: GIVING. A representative from the ELCA Foundation 
will present guidance for charitable giving and legacy planning. 

• March 19: READING SCRIPTURE. Pastor Brandi  
will lead the group in a Lectio Divina (“divine reading”). 

• March 26: PILGRIMAGE. Pastor Dan will present a video from his 
recent trip to the Holy Land. 

LAST CALL!  February Collection: Children's Book Drive 

February’s collection of children’s books benefits Reading Recycled. The goal of this organization is 
“To put books into the homes of all children.” They make sure books are where children read—at 
home, in shelters, laundromats, Little Free Libraries, and community centers. 

Please consider donating new or gently used children's books. Of particular need are Board Books,  
Multi-Cultural Books, and Graphic Novels. Thank You!  Questions? Contact Beth Meyers. 

 

Scripture Readings 
for March 5 

Genesis 12:1-4a 
God’s blessing upon Abram 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
The promise to the faithful 

John 3:1-17 
Christ’s mission to save the world 

 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
https://godslovenewtown.org/signups/
http://www.readingrecycled.org/


 

Midweek Lenten Worship: “Rooted in God’s Welcome” 
Wednesdays, March 1 – March 29 • 12:00Noon 

We will gather in the sanctuary to explore biblically inspired hospitality and what it means to 
welcome others as Christ has welcomed us. Each service will last approximately 30 minutes and 
will include scripture readings, music, and a message. 

 

Sunday School Event 
THIS SUNDAY, February 26 
10:00am • Fellowship Hall 

Children and their families and 
Sunday School teachers will gather in 
Fellowship Hall to learn about the season of Lent and the 
Lenten faith practices of Prayer, Fasting, Helping Others, 
and Giving.  

After a brief introduction by Pastor Brandi, participants 
will travel through stations making crafts that reflect 
these tenets. One project will be creating cards for youth 
detained at the Bucks County Youth Center 
in Doylestown.  

Supporting the Homeless 

God’s Love provides lunches three days per 
week to the Reach Out Foundation’s homeless 
drop-in center in Penndel. Please consider 
helping by providing one or more items for 
Tuesday’s bagged lunches: sandwiches, juice 
boxes, water, snacks, desserts, or fruit.  

SIGN UP HERE to donate in March or visit the SignUp Hub. 
Place donations in the Lobby of Love  by 10:30am 
on Tuesdays. 

If you know of a group that would be willing to provide a 
meal on Wednesdays, please contact Sandy Anthony.  

The need is great, but God’s love is greater!  

March Fellowship Dinner 
Saturday, March 4 • 6:30pm 
Applebee’s in Newtown Shopping Center 
2 West Road 

Monthly Fellowship Dinners are open to all in the congregation 
looking for a social outing. Participants meet at the restaurant 
and pay for their own meal.  

RSVP HERE for March’s dinner or call the church office  
by Wednesday, March 1. Questions? Will Toppin. 

God’s Caring Stitchers 
March 10 and March 24 
1:00pm • Room A1/A2 

On March 24, we will welcome guest 
speaker Marlene Ganz from Affinity Care of PA 
hospice services. We are looking forward to learning 
more about this organization as we make lap robes 
and prayer squares for them. 

Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom 

March’s Collection: Egg-citing 

To get ready for our annual 
Easter Egg Scramble, we are 
collecting filled plastic Easter 
eggs during the month of 
March. We are asking for 
donations of 4 dozen (or more) 
plastic Easter eggs filled with 
non-peanut candy or other 
small prizes. Place donations in the  
Lobby of Love by March 26.  

Last year’s scramble used more than 1,200 eggs! 

Easter Egg Scramble 
Saturday, April 1 • 1:00pm • Outdoors near the garden 

Save the date for something “egg”cellent at God’s 
Love—an Easter Egg Scramble! This event is co-hosted 
by the church and the preschool and is open to the 
public. All ages are welcome. 

Registration begins at 12:45pm; the scramble begins 
at 1:00pm (if rain, the event will be in Fellowship Hall).  

This is a great way to invite the community to see all the good 
things happening here at God’s Love and to get the word out about 
our fantastic preschool. Hope to see you there! 

Ushers, Readers, Communion 
Assistants, Altar Guild, Acolytes…  

Volunteers are invited to sign up to 
serve in one or more of these roles 

during worship on a Sunday of your choosing. New volunteers are 
always welcome, and instruction will be provided at a time 
convenient for you. SIGN UP HERE or visit the SignUp Hub in the 
Commons. For more information call the church office. 

The resource table in the 
Commons provides meaningful 
and timely ministry tools that 
impact our daily lives. “On-loan” 
resources for March coincide 
with the Lenten emphasis on faith practices. 
You will find resources pertaining to hospitality, 
prayer, Bible reading, fasting, giving, etc. 
Welcome! 

 

• Saturday, March 18 from 6pm – 9pm: Dinner out at Isaac Newtons in Newtown. 
Free babysitting will be provided at the church. RSVP to the church office. 

• Sundays at 10am in the Lounge: The group hangs out regularly in the Lounge on  
Sunday mornings. Bring the little ones and your café snacks. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ca5af2ba20-march#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-fellowship2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aeaf23a2f5c34-worship3#/


Our financial position early in the year is strong 
since several members gave their entire 2023 
pledge in December and January.  

Questions? Please contact Bob Smoose, 
Treasurer or John Tidd, Financial Secretary. 

 

AHTN Shared Meal Returns to In-Person • Saturday, April 29 
In-person Shared Meals are returning! God’s Love hosts the AHTN Shared Meal every month 
there is a 5th Saturday. We have been preparing meals “to go” since the COVID pandemic began 
in 2020 and we are excited to resume offering this meal in person. The next shared meal will be 
held in Fellowship Hall. Guests will be at church from 4:00pm – 5:00pm. This will be an  
“all-hands-on-deck” event. There are many ways to help: buying supplies, cooking, baking,  
and helping to serve our guests. For more details and to sign up to help CLICK HERE.  

God calls us to serve the needy…this is one way. Questions? Sandy Anthony. 

February at the preschool was busy with service 
projects. The 2s and 3s assembled 116 Breakfast Bags 
for Caring for Friends. (Thank you to Janet and Eric 
Nordberg for delivering the bags to the CFF office in 
Philadelphia!) The 4s logged 12,076 hops in the  
Sue Heinze Memorial Hop-A-Thon and raised $1,100  
for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society!  

As March begins, we are looking forward to the 
promise of spring. Soon our chick eggs will 
arrive, and we will patiently wait for them to hatch. Farmer Sandy (Anthony) will visit the 
children to share her knowledge of chicks and chickens. Newtown Dentistry for Kids will 
come to school to teach us about dental health, and Mad Science is coming for a Wacky 
Science assembly. 

On Friday, March 24, we will host Designer Bag Bingo. We hope to have our raffle baskets 
assembled and on display in Fellowship Hall by March 17. Feel free to stop in to take 
some chances on our fabulous baskets! 

Preschool registration for 2023 – 2024 is underway! Information and registration forms are available for our classes 
can be found online at godslovenewtown.org/preschool. 

God’s Love Christian Preschool B-I-N-G-O Fundraiser  

Friday, March 24 • 7:00pm • Fellowship Hall 

Have fun, play B-I-N-G-O, and you may win a beautiful, authentic designer handbag, all while  
supporting our preschool! 

Tickets are $35 ($40 at the door) and include 11 bingo games. Raffle baskets and 50/50 prizes  
will also be available. Doors open at 6:15pm, B-I-N-G-O begins promptly at 7pm. Bring your  
friends, drinks and snacks! This is an adults-only (21 and over) event. 

For tickets and information, contact the preschool office. 

• The ELCA recorded $18,305 for a total donation in 2022.  
This represents gifts received from the  
congregation designated to:  

– World Hunger: ongoing campaign 
– Eastern Europe Crisis Response: support  

to Ukraine 
– Good Gifts: animals to promote farming for indigent people 
– Lutheran Disaster Response: flooding and hurricane disasters 

in the USA 
– And several other initiatives 

• The ELCA also thanks us for gifts received 
in 2023: 

– $750 for hurricane response in the USA 

– $540 for World Hunger 

• Reach-Out Foundation in Penndel thanks the 
congregation for a donation of $300 [approved 
by council on 12/15/2022]. They will purchase 
a new printer for the homeless drop-in center. 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49AEAF23A2F5C34-shared
https://godslovenewtown.org/preschool/
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Bible Book-of the Month Study 
The Book of Galatians 
THIS MONDAY, February 27 • 7:00pm • ZOOM 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Friday, March 3 

2pm – 7pm • Fellowship Hall 
Appointments at redcrossblood.org 

 

Monday, March 13 
7:00pm • Lounge 

continuing the study of 
the book of Revelation 

 

Tuesday, March 21 
11:30am • Fellowship Hall 

Grapevine of Friends Soup Luncheon 
and guided Stations of the Cross 

 

Thursday, March 30 
7:00pm • Lounge 

“The Magnolia Palace” 
by Fiona Davis 

 

 

Maundy Thursday April 6 • 7:30pm 

Good Friday April 7 • 7:30pm 

Easter Sunday April 9 • 8:45am & 11:00am 
NO Education Hour on Easter Sunday 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Sunday, March 12  
Remember to turn your clocks ahead 
one hour on Saturday evening so you 
won’t be late for church. 

 

To dedicate altar flowers in memory of a loved 
one or in honor of a special occasion, CLICK 
HERE or visit the SignUp Hub. The suggested 
donation is $50 for each dedication. 
Questions? Contact the church office. 

 

March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

God — when I serve other people, I know I am 
serving You. Your good works are done through 
me and I pray that I will always be willing to serve 
those in need in any way I can. Amen 

1     
Lenten 
Worship Noon 

Bell Choir 6:30p 
Adult Choir7:30p 

2  
 

3  
World Day 

of Prayer 

Red Cross  
Blood Drive 2p-7p 

4  

 
Fellowship 
Dinner    6:30p 

5   
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

6  
Counters 9:30a 
 
 
Boy Scouts 7p 

7  
Rejoice! 7:30p 

8  
Lenten 
Worship Noon 

 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Adult Choir7:30p 

9  
Property Team 11a 
 
 
Exec Committee
 7p 

10  
 
Knit & Crochet 1p 

11 
Quilters 10a-3p 

12 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

Daylight Savings 
Time Begins 

13  
Counters 9:30a 
 
 
Men’s Bible Study 7p 
Boy Scouts 7p 

14  
Rejoice! 7:30p 

15  
Lenten 
Worship Noon 

 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Adult Choir7:30p 

16  
 
 
 
Church Council 7p 

17  

 

18 
 
 
Young Adult 
Fellowship 6p 

19    
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 
Stewardship Mtg Noon 
Worship Ministry Noon 

20  
Counters  9:30a 

 
 

Boy Scouts 7p 

21  
Grapevine 
Lunch 11:30a 

 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 

22  
Lenten 
Worship Noon 

 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Adult Choir7:30p 

23  
 
Music Team Noon 
 

24  
Knit & Crochet 1p 
 
 
B-I-N-G-O for 
Preschool 7p 

25  
 

26  

CHARTER SUNDAY 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

27  
Counters 9:30a 
TLC Mtg 11a 
 
Book of Month 7p 
Boy Scouts 7p 

28  
 
 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30p 
Mutual Min7:30p 

29 
Lenten 
Worship Noon 

 
 
Bell Choir 6:30p 
Adult Choir7:30p 

30 
 
 
 
Gals’ Book  
Club 7pm 

31 
 

 

 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
mailto:PrDan@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:PrBrandi@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:admin@godslovenewtownorg
mailto:info@godslovenewtown.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aeaf23a2f5c34-altar#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e49aeaf23a2f5c34-altar#/

