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Optional 
Indoors 

In accordance with the 
CDC guidelines, MASKS  
are now OPTIONAL. 

 

To read the Messenger online, scan this code with your 
phone or visit godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters. 
Find all the signups at godslovenewtown.org/signups. 

 

Welcome, Saint Nicholas! 

THIS SUNDAY, December 4, Saint Nicholas will make 
an appearance for the presentation of gift donations 
from our St. Nick Day collection. He will offer a 
special message and blessing at all worship services. 

If you selected a gift tag for the collection, please 
bring your gift with you to worship or drop it off at 
the church office by Sunday. Gifts will be distributed to local charities 
in the week to come. If you still wish to participate in the collection, 
you can support Family Service by clicking THIS LINK and sending a gift 
directly to them. Thank you for sharing God’s love in this way! 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
THIS Tuesday, December 6 
2pm – 7pm Fellowship Hall 

Our final 2022 blood drive 
is upon us. Please consider 
donating. Blood remains a 
critical need for our 
community. 

Appointments are required 
and can be made at the RED CROSS BLOOD. 
Questions? Contact Beth Meyers.  

 

 

Sundays  10:00am 
Fellowship Hall 

“The Art of Christmas” 

• THIS WEEK December 4: “Santa, Saint Nicholas and the Nativity” with 
guest speaker Jack Pachuta. Jack will begin with the interesting history  
of the Bucks County Santa Company, then talk about his specialty of  
iconography, including stories of icons of St. Nicholas and the Nativity.  
He will display several of his own icons, including two recent ones based  
on the work of Ukrainian artist Petro Kholodny. 

• December 11: “Reflections of Painted Religious Masterpieces” will look at different ways in which artists have 
imagined the Christmas story with reflections on the spiritual aspects and significance of each work. The 
presentation, based on books by Sister Wendy Beckett and Dr. Jane Williams, will deepen and refresh your 
appreciation of the real meaning of Christmas. 

• December 18: “The Carols of Christmas,” based on the book by choirmaster, professor and composer Andrew Gant, 
will explore the history and often surprising tales of the songs of the season and how they came to evoke such 
special Christmas memories and joy. Sing-alongs included! (This session will meet in the Lounge) 

 

Grief: A Spiritual Journey 
Wednesdays at Noon 
December 7 and 14 

in the Commons 

Grief is our natural human response to death and losses of many kinds. It is 
an emotional, physical, intellectual, and spiritual experience, and it can be 
especially difficult during the holiday season. 

This Advent, all are welcome to gather for a mid-week small group meditation 
on grief. We will accompany one another in discussions of the nature of grief, 
common symptoms, and healthy strategies for coping. 

Each session is approximately 50 minutes long and all are encouraged to 
bring a bag lunch and enjoy fellowship immediately following. 

“Love and grief go hand in hand. Sometimes it is the deep grief we feel during loss 
that awakens us to the depth and sincerity of our love.”  —Richard Rohr 

 

Scripture Readings 
for December 11 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
God’s people return from exile 

James 5:7-10 
Patience until the coming of the Lord 

Matthew 11:2-11 
The forerunner of Christ 

 
 

https://godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters/
http://www.godslovenewtown.org/signups
https://www.blueprintregistry.com/registry/FamilyServiceHolidayGiftDrive
http://redcrossblood.org/


The Resource Table in the 
Commons is there to provide 
meaningful and practical 
ministry resources that impact 
our daily lives. Resources for the 
month of December revolve 
around everything Christmas. You will find 
theological, historical, and devotional resources to 
navigate and make meaning during this glorious 
season. Welcome! 

Sunday, December 18 
10:00am in the Sanctuary 

All are invited to attend the annual “Hanging of 
the Greens” event on Sunday December 18 at 
10:00am in the Sanctuary. 

Sunday school classes (and anyone else who is 
interested!) will participate in the program 
celebrating the birth of Christ through readings 
and carols. The children will participate by decorating the tree 
and learning about the real reason for Christmas. 

Every Christmas season we 
decorate the altar and sanctuary 
with beautiful poinsettias. If you 
would like to dedicate one or 
more plants in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one, CLICK 
HERE to print the order form  
OR find the red form in the 

Commons or office entryway.  

Return the completed form with $20 to the church 
office by Sunday, December 18. Dedications will be 
printed in the worship bulletins on Christmas Eve.  

Plants may be taken home after the 9:00pm 
Christmas Eve service or left in the sanctuary for  
the season. 

Christmas Worship Schedule 

• Christmas Eve: Saturday, December 24 

– 4:00pm Family worship with 
“impromptu” children’s pageant 

– 6:00pm Candlelight worship with 
Rejoice! Praise band 

– 9:00pm Candlelight worship with choir and organ 

– Online “Christmas Lullaby” video worship will be available  

• Christmas Day: Sunday, December 25 at 10:00am 
(in person or online), no Sunday School classes 

• New Year’s Day: Sunday, January 1, 2023 at 10:00am 
(in person or online), no Sunday School classes 

December’s Collection: Reverse Advent Calendar  
benefits Redeemer Lutheran Food Pantry and Bucks County Housing Group 

Unlike a regular Advent calendar where you get something each day, we are  
reversing that and giving something each day! 

On the Christmas tree in the Lobby of Love you will find a shopping bag with  
a calendar attached. The calendar lists one non-perishable food item for each day.  
From December 1 – 24 simply add that day’s item to your bag then return your  
filled bag to church by December 31.  

For your shopping convenience, there is a list of these items on the back of the  
calendar. Star stickers are also included if you or your children want to count  
down the days. Questions? Janet Nordberg. 

Stewardship Emphasis Building a Culture of Generosity 

This year’s stewardship goal is to increase our  
personal and congregational generosity from last  
year. We have received about 90 Estimates of Giving 
so far. Let’s keep them coming!  

If you haven’t had a chance to turn in your  
commitment for 2023, please do so by placing it in 
the offering plate or delivering it to the church 
office. Extra cards are available in the Commons.   

 

God’s Caring Stitchers 20th Anniversary Celebration • Friday, December 2 

We were very excited to have our 20th anniversary celebration luncheon 
on December 2. Congratulations everyone! After our luncheon we will  
take a holiday break. See everyone in the new year!  —Cindy Sundstrom 

Editor’s note: We attempted to count the number of items this amazing group has created and 
donated to the community in the last 20 years – it is THOUSANDS. What a blessing! 

$348,647

$367,666

$100,000 $200,000 $300,000 $400,000

Expenses

Income

Financials through October 2022

https://godslovenewtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/poinsettia-order-form-2022.pdf
https://godslovenewtown.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/poinsettia-order-form-2022.pdf
https://www.redeemerlutheran.com/careministry
http://www.bchg.org/


 

Grapevine of Friends 
Tuesday, December 13 • 2:00pm 

in the Commons 
Christmas Cookies and Coffee 

This is open to anyone looking for 
small group fellowship and 
connection. 

RSVP to Amy Carr or church office 
by Friday, December 9. Welcome. 

HOPE Laundry Ministry 
continues every Tuesday 
evening at the 
Express Laundry 
Center in Bristol. 
We provide 
detergent, dryer sheets, 
washer/dryer money and caring 
conversation to those in need. 
CLICK HERE to sign up to  help. 

Advent Devotion 
booklets are available 
on the Ministry Resource 
Table. Help yourself to 
one per household and 
use them for daily 
devotions and meditations 
throughout the Advent and 
Christmas seasons. Welcome. 

  

HOPE Springs Eternal 

Since the area under the turnpike bridge in Bristol where we had been 
serving meals to the homeless was cleared out in early November, the 
Service Team has been hard at work to find alternative ways that the HOPE 
program could continue to help those in need. We are happy to report that 
we will now be partnering with a wonderful organization called the Reach 
Out Foundation, which runs a Homeless Drop-In 
Center in Penndel.  

Since opening their doors on November 14, the 
drop-in center provides a safe place for the 
homeless M – F from 7:00am – 7:00pm where 
folks can warm up, receive social services, shower, 
do their laundry, watch TV, and receive three 
meals a day. AHTN provides transportation and 
dinner, and God’s Love will help with the lunches. 
We will provide 25 bagged lunches every Tuesday 
which will include a sandwich, fruit, snack, 
dessert, juice, and water.  

If you would like to participate, Sign Up Here or visit the SignUp Hub in 
the Commons. Please consider participating in this important ministry to 
do God’s work. 

“A generous person will be blessed, for he gives  
some of his food to the poor.” Proverbs 22:9 

3rd Quarter Donations 

In addition to the 
highlighted monthly 
collections, many other 
in-kind donations are 
made and donated 
through this 
congregation to those less fortunate. This 
includes non-perishable food items, 
Caring for Friends meals, bagels from 
Einstein’s and more.  

For the third quarter of 2022 (July, 
August and Sept), God’s Love donated: 

• 1,122 pounds of 
non-perishable 
food 

• 159 meals 

• 19 soups 

• 16 bags of fresh 
produce 

• 150 hoagies 

• 2 bags of hoagie 
rolls 

• 3 bags of cookies 

• 5 hams 

• 2 turkeys 

• 71 large bags of 
bagels 

Thank you for your generosity. 

  

The holiday season always brings extra 
excitement to the preschool!  

During this Advent season, the children are 
learning about 
the Nativity. We 
also encourage 

our children to think of those who 
are less fortunate with our annual 
Hat and Mitten Tree. The children 
bring in donations of new hats, 
mittens, gloves, scarves, and socks 
for the Bucks County Housing Group. 
On the last day before the Christmas 
break, the classes have a birthday 
party for Jesus. 

All of us at the preschool wish you 
and your families a joyous holiday 
season, a Merry Christmas, and all the 
best in 2023! 

Registration for the  
2023 – 2024 school year 
will begin in January.  
“In-House” registration 
for current students, 
church members, and 
alumni will begin on 

January 4 and registration will open to the 
public on January 12.  

We offer a weekly child/parent class for  
2-year olds, and two 3-day AM classes for  
3-year olds. We also offer AM and PM classes 
for 4-year olds. Extras include Lunch Bunch, 
Music, Gym, and Science Enrichment/ 
Traveling Around the World.  

Please contact Nikki Hendricks 215-497-0506 
or preschool@godslovenewtown.org for more 
information or to schedule a tour. 

 

The 4s’ morning class 
enjoyed a recent visit from 
Officer Jules (retired) from 
the Newtown Township 
Police Department. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ca5af2ba20-laundry1
https://www.rofbucks.org/
https://www.rofbucks.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ca5af2ba20-december


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940  • 215.968.4335 
godslovenewtown.org  

Pastor Dan Whitener 
prdan@godslovenewtown.org 

Pastor Brandi Hebert 
prbrandi@godslovenewtown.org 

Kay Rozolis 
admin@godslovenewtown.org 

Susan McDonnell 
info@godslovenewtown.org  

 

• On Eagles’ Wings: Now that fall and 
winter are upon us, your gift is helping 
more northern communities to 
experience Jesus’ presence. 

• ELCA: Thank you for your gift of $290 to 
ELCA World Hunger. Your generosity is 
getting at the root causes of hunger and 
poverty in over 60 countries. 

• ELCA: Thank you for your gift of $2,000 to Lutheran Disaster 
Response designated to Hurricane Response in the USA. 

• The Interfaith Food Alliance and The Family Backpack Center: 
Thank you for your generous donation of food and school 
supplies. 

• Southeastern PA Synod of the ELCA: Thank you for your 
quarterly mission support. [For the first half of the year, the 
total donated is $11,550.] A hand-written note of thanks and 
greeting from Carl Reitz was included. 

Sunday Volunteers Needed 

There are many 
opportunities for adults 
and youth to serve on 
Sunday mornings. Not 
only is this a service to 
the church and a logistical help to the pastors, but it 
is also a great way to deepen your worship 
experience, get involved, and meet new people!  

There are openings throughout the month of 
December for ushers, readers, communion 
assistants and café baristas.  

Go to GodsLoveNewtown.org/Signups or visit the 
SignUp Hub in the Commons to select a week and 
role to fill. 

Need more info on what these roles entail or how to 
sign up? Contact the church office. 

Theologian Halford Luccock once saw a shopper “who looked like an animated Christmas tree with 
packages dangling from every limb.” When he retrieved some dropped bags, she grumbled that 
Christmas “turns everything upside down.” Luccock replied, “That is just what it was made for!” 

He explained: “Christmas is a story about a baby, and turning thing upside down in a baby’s chief 
business!  

When God became flesh, the lowly, last, least and lost were exalted, added Luccock. As a result, “the 
locked-up treasures of kindliness and sympathy come from the inside of the heart, where they are often 
kept imprisoned, to the outside of actual expression in deed and word.” The Christ-child “enables all 
[people] to get at the best treasures of their lives and offer them for use.” 

 

December  2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Every Act of Kindness and Compassion done by a Christian for 

his fellow man is done by Christ working within him. 
—Julian of Norwich 

1 
 
 
Book Club 7p 

2 
Knit & Crochet Noon 

3 
 
 
 

4 
ST. NICHOLAS SUNDAY 

Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

5 
Counter  9:30a 

6 
 
Blood Drive 2p–7p 
Laundry  5:30p 

7 
 
Grief Gathering

 Noon  
 
Bells 6:30p 

8  
 
 
 
 
Exec Comm 7p 

9 10 
Quilters 10a–3p 

11 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education 10a 

12 
Counters 9:30a 
 
Men’s Bible 

Study 7p 

13 
 
Cookies &  

Coffee 2p 
Laundry  5:30p 

14 
Grief Gathering

 Noon  
Bells 6:30p 
Vocal Choir  7:30p 

15 
 
 
 
Church Council 7p 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 
Decorate  

Church 10a  

18 
Worship 8:45a & 11a 
Education & Hanging 

of Greens 10a 

19 
Counters  9:30a 

20 
 
 
 
Laundry  5:30p 
Rejoice!  7:30p 

21  
1st Day of Winter 

 
Bells 6:30p 
Vocal Choir  7:30p 

22 
 
 
 
 
Rejoice!  7:30p 

23 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

Services 

Children’s  4p  
Rejoice!  6p 
Choir/Organ 9p 

25 

 

Worship 10a 

26 

OFFICE CLOSED 

27 
Counters 9:30a 
 
 
Laundry 5:30p 

28 
 

29 
 

30 31 
New Year’s Eve 

 
 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/
mailto:PrDan@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:PrBrandi@godslovenewtown.org
mailto:admin@godslovenewtownorg
mailto:info@godslovenewtown.org
http://www.godslovenewtown.org/signups

