the Messenger
March 2022
Lenten Season
ALL PERSONS over the age of 2 are
required to wear a mask covering nose
and mouth AT ALL TIMES INDOORS.

Read the Messenger online at
godslovenewtown.org/connect/newsletters
or scan this code with your phone.

Dear Members and Friends of God’s Love,
Ash Wednesday is the day that marks
the beginning of Lent, the 40-day
journey towards the Easter celebration.
For hundreds of years, Christians have
marked these 40 days by having an
ashen cross placed on their foreheads.
Our Lenten journey as a congregation
will begin this year on Wednesday,
March 2. There will be two opportunities for in-person worship.
• 12:00noon: Spoken service of Holy Communion with
imposition of ashes
• 7:00pm: Sung liturgy of Holy Communion with imposition
of ashes
If you prefer to observe Ash Wednesday through at-home
devotions, you may pick up packets of ashes and prayer cards
from the Lobby.
It is my hope that we will be able to participate in a fuller
observance of the upcoming Lenten journey. May this sacred
season be a time of genuine renewal.
Welcome! Pastor Dan Whitener

It is important for us to think and reflect upon the
symbolism behind the use of ashes in Scripture and
the liturgical tradition.
1. Ashes are a symbol of our own MORTALITY.
We come from dust and to dust we will return.
2. Ashes are a symbol of the EMPTINESS
we experience when we place
ultimate concern in the
penultimate things of this world.
3. Ashes are a symbol of human
WEAKNESS. As we acknowledge our weakness,
we allow room for God to reign in us.
4. Ashes are a symbol of REPENTANCE. We are
made aware of our sin and the need for God’s
righteousness that comes to us from outside
ourselves.
5. Ashes are a symbol of PURIFICATION. In
ancient times, when ashes were combined with
oil, they became a cleansing agent. The ashen
sign of the cross indicates our return to the daily
cleansing power of the waters of baptism.

Check out the SignUp Hub in the
Commons or visit
GodsLoveNewtown.org/signups
to sign up for any (or all) of
the following:
• Altar Flower Dedications • Acolytes
• Readers
• Blood Drive
• Ushers
• HOPE Meal Donations
New signups are added as they arise, so check back frequently!

Congregation Council is considering creating a Time
Capsule to commemorate the
church’s 50th anniversary and save
a bit of our history for posterity.
If you would like to be involved in
this project or if you have an idea
of what should go inside the
capsule itself, please contact Sandy Anthony by
March 15.

Financials through January 2022
Income

$68,880

Expenses

$31,827
$0

$20,000 $40,000 $60,000 $80,000

Scripture Readings
for March 6

Income for the month is very strong due to several members gifting
their entire year’s pledge in January. As of February 8, our mortgage
balance is down to $63,098 including regular payments and the applied
2021 surplus.
Please feel free to see us with any questions you might have.
Bob Smoose, Treasurer; John Tidd, Financial Secretary

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
God brought us out of Egypt

Romans 10:8b-13
Confess that Jesus is Lord

Luke 4:1-13
The temptation of Jesus

• Saturday, April 9 at 1:00pm: Easter Egg Scramble
• Sunday, June 5: Worship at 9:30am and 50th Anniversary Banquet at 11:00am

• Saturday, October 8 at 11:00am: Sight and Sound Theater trip: “David”
Ministry Resource Table

GOOD NEWS: God’s Love has been
blessed with the opportunity to pay off the
church mortgage this year! We’ve set a goal
to be debt-free and burn the mortgage on
Pentecost Sunday, June 5.
Watch for the “Holy Smoke” debt-reduction
campaign during the month of March for
your opportunity to help achieve this goal.

On loan resources for the months of March and
April center around the Lutheran Pastor Dietrich
Bonhoeffer [1906 – 1945], one of the most
influential theologians for the 20th and 21st
centuries. You will find biographies, devotional
books, and Bonhoeffer’s own writings.
These resources will provide a helpful
introduction to the final event in our 50th
anniversary concert series: a one-person play by storyteller Al Staggs,
on Sunday, April 24, at 3pm. The title of the play is “A View from the
Underside: The Legacy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.” Welcome!

To get ready for our April Easter Egg
Scramble, we are collecting filled plastic
Easter eggs during the month of March.
We are asking people to donate 4 dozen
(or more) plastic Easter eggs filled with
non-peanut candy or other small prizes.
Donations should be put in the collection
container in the Lobby of Love
by March 31.
Mark your calendars for the Easter Egg Scramble itself, on Saturday,
April 9 at 1:00pm (rain date April 10), co-hosted by the church and
preschool. This event is open to the community. Bring your Friends!

God's Caring Stitchers
Fridays, March 4 and 18
1:00pm – 2:00pm, Room A1/A2
Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom
Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday, March 4
2pm – 7pm in Fellowship Hall

Bible Book-of-The-Month Study
Isaiah Chapters 56 – 66
Monday, March 28 • 7:00pm ON ZOOM
Our Bible book for March continues with
the book of Isaiah. Read through Chapters
56 – 66 at your own pace with the help of
this Reading Guide. Join the ZOOM
discussion led by Victor Brandi.

Appointments are required and
can be made at the Signup Hub in
the Commons, redcrossblood.org or
godslovenewtown.org/signups.
Questions? Contact Beth Meyers.

God’s Love recently received the following thank you notes:
• Thank you for your gift [$1,100 in September
2021] to Advocates for the Homeless & Those
in Need, AHTN. Your gift makes possible our
programs such as Code Blue Homeless Shelter,
Wheels to Meals, and Rejuvenation Station.
• Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service also
received $1,100 in September 2021. “Your generosity helped to resettle
thousands of refugees, like our Afghan Allies. We provided basic needs and
community connections and supported welcome centers that offered vital
resources like education and workforce programs.
• In December we completed our $4,500 pledge to ELCA Global Mission –
South Sudan. “Your support enables us to send missionaries to over 40
countries. It provides scholarship to women leaders from around the world
and it funds’ investments in evangelism, education, and church expansion.”

• Southern Poverty Law Center
thanked us for our $100 gift in
honor of Pastor Dan’s December
birthday. “This meaningful
contribution will strengthen our
efforts to promote equity, peace,
and justice for all people.”
• The ELCA sent us a letter
itemizing all the monetary gifts
we sent in 2021. It totals $19,931
of which $8,885 was specifically
for World Hunger, $4,500 was for
our missionary in South Sudan,
and $4,600 was for natural
disasters (hurricanes, tornadoes,
earthquakes, fires, etc.).

Sunday School “Light and Salt” Event
On Sunday, February 20, our Sunday school classes gathered in Fellowship Hall to live out Jesus’ call to be light and salt
(Matthew 5:13-15). The group of 23 kids and adults made bagged lunches for our friends who are homeless in Bristol.

A Clothing Pantry for HOPE? Task Force Initial Meeting
Tuesday, March 15 • 7:00pm • Lounge
Did you know that God’s Love has
been distributing used clothing to
our friends in need in Bristol
several times a week during the
pandemic? This clothing initiative is
an offshoot of the HOPE ministry which addresses food insecurity by
providing daily meals to those who are homeless.
We are seeking volunteers for a Clothing Pantry Task Force to help
discern a long-term, sustainable vision for this initiative. The task
force will explore various options such as a mobile pantry, identifying
strategic partners in Bristol, laundry services and more. All volunteers
and ideas are welcome. The task force will be short-term, but
participation beyond the planning stage is welcome. Please pray for
the group’s discernment of the best way to provide this service.
Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony or Amy Carr.

HOPE (Help Other People Eat) • APRIL
April will be two years since we
started providing meals to the
homeless in Bristol; first
through AHTN’s “To Go”
lunches and then on our own.
That’s about 4,600 meals. A big
thank you to those who
contribute and help in any way. Your efforts
have changed the lives of many.
Use the Signup Hub in the Commons or THIS
LINK to provide a hot meal on Sunday or to
donate items for the Wednesday bagged
lunches. Place donations in the Lobby of
Love. Here’s to another year of
changing lives!
Questions? Contact Sandy Anthony.

During February we showed our love of books with a
focus on authors Eric Carle, Oliver Jeffers, Jane Yolen
and Mark Teague, Margaret and H. A. Rey, James Dean,
and Dr. Seuss. And we showed our love for others by
assembling 96 Breakfast Bags for Caring for Friends!
Many thanks to Eric and Janet Nordberg for delivering
the bags to the CFF office in Philadelphia.
During the month of March, we will get chick eggs! Sometimes we are lucky
enough to be at school when the eggs hatch. Sandy Anthony will also bring
one of her chickens and teach us more about these fascinating creatures.
3s Class with their Breakfast Bags
We all look forward to this time of year. The children will also learn about
for Caring for Friends
the miracles of Jesus this month, as we prepare for Easter.
Registration for the 2022 – 2023 school year is open to the public, and we are offering tours. Information and
registration forms for our classes can be found online on the church website, as well as our Facebook page.

Spring FORWARD: Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 13.
Turn your clocks ahead one hour before you go to bed on Saturday night, March 12, so you
are on time for church!

God’s Love 50th Anniversary Concert Series Continues
Sunday, March 20 • 3:00pm • Sanctuary
Event 4: Cordus Mundi – All male a cappella choir
We are pleased to present this fourth event in our popular
community concert series, rescheduled from January.
Cordus Mundi is an all-male a cappella group based in Bucks
County, PA. Two members sang with our choir for the premiere of
the commissioned anthem on December 19.
Admission is FREE. God’s Love will make a donation to Cordus
Mundi from our Henry and Ruth Pfister Performing Arts Fund.
Please plan to attend for an enjoyable afternoon of music and a great way to support the performing arts.

Property Clean Up Work Day
Saturday, March 26 at 9:00am

Lenten Devotions
This booklet contains daily devotions for
each day in Lent, from Ash Wednesday
(March 2) until Resurrection Saturday
(April 16). Pick up your copy from the
Ministry Resource Table in the Commons.

Meet in the Prayer Garden for some
general property cleanup in
preparation for Easter. Bring gloves
and your favorite garden tools. Lawn bags will be
provided. Questions? Contact Joyce Ginelli.
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Sun
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1

Thu

2

Fri
4
World Day
of Prayer

3

ASH Wed Service
Noon and 7p

Sat
5

Knit & Crochet
6
7
Worship 8:45a & 11:00a Counters
Education
10a

Rejoice!
8

9
Bell Choir
Midweek Lent
Service

9:30a
Rejoice!

10

11

Christian Ed
7p COVID Team

29

Bible Bk Month 7p Rejoice!

10a-3p

7p
7p

Vocal Choir 7:45p
16
17
18
NO CHOIRS
Knit & Crochet
Midweek Lent
Service
7p
Church Council 7p
23

24

30

25

19
1p Workshop for Phila
Bronze in mods

26
Property Clean Up
9am

Bell Choir
6p
Midweek Lent
Mutual Min 7:30p Service
7p
Rejoice!
7:30p
Vocal Choir 7:45p

9:30a
11a

12
Quilters

6p

7:30p

13
14
15
Worship 8:45a & 11:00a Counters
9:30a
Education
10a
Men’s Study
7p Clothing Task Force
Daylight Savings
7p
Time Begins
Rejoice!
7:30p
20
21
22
Worship 8:45a & 11:00a Counters
9:30a Sr. Saints
Education
10a
Lunch
11:30a
Concert Series
3p

27
28
Worship 8:45a & 11:00a Counters
Education
10a TLC Mtg

1p

7:30p

31

Bell Choir
6p
Midweek Lent
7:30p Service
7p
Vocal Choir 7:45p
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