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January 2022
January 9 – The Baptism of Our Lord
ALL PERSONS over the age of 2 are required
to wear a mask covering nose and mouth
AT ALL TIMES INDOORS.

Read the Messenger online
at godslovenewtown.org
(click “Read the latest newsletter”)
or scan this code with your phone.

Dear Members and Friends of God’s Love,
I greet you with the warmest blessings for health and
joy as we enter this new year. We continue to face
the friction and hardship posed by the pandemic
with agility and creativity. We will need to continue
to check in with one another and be the body of
Christ for one another and the surrounding
communities.
As we enter 2022 and approach our annual congregational meeting, I
would like to put forth several priorities that have come to the forefront:
• We have several events remaining in our formal 50th anniversary
observance period, which will officially end on June 30, 2022. We are
planning an anniversary banquet for this spring. We have several events
remaining in our concert series. We will continue to make progress with
capital improvements. And another CAN project is also in the hopper.
• To support the above observances, projects, and ongoing ministries, the
council is working to incorporate resources into the proposed 2022
budget for a half-time associate pastor position and increased staff
support for work in the office and facilities.
• We haven’t lost sight of an anniversary goal to welcome 50 new disciples
into this congregation between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022.
• Things seem to be moving in a solid direction toward paying off our
mortgage. It is my prediction that we could do a mortgage burning on or
before June 30, 2022. Let’s do it!
Even though I am currently waiting for my second wind after the Christmas
celebration, I remain encouraged by the vitality, participation, and good
humor shared in our parish life. Thank you for all you do to support our
congregation with your prayers, time, talent, communication, enthusiasm,
and tangible resources.
God’s peace, Pastor Dan Whitener

Sunday, January 30, 2022
11:00am
Business items will include election of
council members, approval of the 2022
budget and voting on the proposed
changes to the constitution bylaws.
Reports from chairpersons and
coordinators of ministries are DUE NOW.
The Annual Report booklet will be ready
for the congregation to review by
Sunday, January 23.
Financials through November 2021
Income
Expenses

$428,033
$377,475

$300,000 $350,000 $400,000 $450,000

As of November, our mortgage balance is
down to $119,354.
Please feel free to see me with any
questions you might have.
Bob Smoose, Treasurer

GOD’S CARING STITCHERS • Schedule Change
Our first meeting of 2022 has been postponed to Friday, January 14 (1:00pm in Room A1/A2).
We are also planning to meet on January 21. Both meetings will be one hour, with masks. Our
January projects will be Head Start blankets, baby blankets, prayer shawls and lap robes.
Questions? Contact Cindy Sundstrom
Scripture Readings
for January 16

Isaiah 62:1-5
God shall rejoice over you

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
A variety of gifts but the same Spirit

John 2:1-11
The wedding at Cana

January 2022 marks 6 years since
Pastor Dan Whitener
began serving as pastor.
And on December 19
we recognized Pastor
Dan’s 60th birthday by
singing to him and
presenting a gift in his
honor to the Southern Poverty Law
Center. We give thanks to God for
Pastor Dan’s ministry at God’s Love.

Did you know that we deliver about 100 greeting
cards each month to residents of local nursing
homes? Cards are written by members of the
congregation as well as local
high school students doing
service projects. The cards are
delivered by church volunteers.
We are now in need of more
cards - blank or all-occasion
cards (no holiday, birthday,
sympathy, etc.) Place in the blue basket marked
“Cards” on the glass table in the Lobby of Love.

Check out the NEW Signup Hub in the Commons where you can
use one of two church Chromebook laptops to access any of our
available online signups. Currently you can sign up to read the
lessons during worship, dedicate Altar Flowers, or donate food
for HOPE.
Watch this space in the Commons for more signups in the future!

God’s Love 50th Anniversary Concert Series
January Concert Postponed!
Event 3: Cordus Mundi – Male a cappella group
Due to COVID concerns, the Cordus Mundi concert
scheduled for January 16 has been postponed.
The tentative new date is Sunday, March 13 at 3:00pm.

• Pastor Dan thanks the entire
congregation for the gift in honor of
his birthday in mid-December. In
January we will send $100 to one of
his favorite charities, Southern
Poverty Law Center.
• Emergency Relief Association (food
pantry of lower Bucks County) sent a
letter of thanks. They acknowledge
that we delivered 1,390 pounds of
food during the 4th quarter of 2021.

Happy New Year from the Preschool!
We hope the holiday season was a
healthy, restful, happy one for you and
your family.
In January, the children learn about
winter, bears, and animals that
hibernate. They also learn about Martin
Luther King, and his message of love for all people. As an
extension of this lesson, we will be collecting nonperishables for the “Souper” Bowl of Caring.
Wishing you joy and blessings in 2022!

Preschool registration for 2022 –
2023 begins on January 12 for
currently enrolled families, church
families, and alumni. Registration
will open to the public on January
24. We offer classes for 2s, 3s, 4s.
Information and the registration form is available on the
church website and on the preschool website. Please
contact Nikki Hendricks (glcps@verizon.net or
215-497-0506) for more information, or to schedule
a tour.

Have you tried out the online church directory yet? Last fall we launched our digital
directory for use by congregation members. It has received positive reviews for its
convenience and ease of use and the best part is that it always includes the latest
contact information. Access instructions are available HERE. Please call the church
office for the password.
January Collection: Animal Ministry Collection
The January collection will benefit homeless pets with
donations to the Bucks County ASPCA and the Women's
Animal Shelter in Bensalem. These
shelters are bursting at the seams with
animals because of deaths from Covid,
employment issues, and rising costs for
food, gas, etc. Anything you can do to help
would be a blessing. Wish lists for both
shelters are posted at the links above or
on the kiosk in the Lobby of Love.
Please make sure you read them carefully
for what the shelters will and will not accept. Following these
guidelines will make the collection process easier for everyone
including you!
Place donations in Lobby of Love by January 31.
Questions? Contact Diana Pazicky

HOPE for FEBRUARY
Cold weather is not a friend to people
who are homeless, but we can make it a
little more bearable by providing at least
one meal a day.
Sign up at the Signup Hub in the
Commons, use THIS LINK or contact the church office to
provide a hot meal or one of the items in the bagged
lunch. Place donations in the Lobby of Love.
Questions? Sandy Anthony

Reverse Advent Calendar
Follow Up
Our December collection was a
big success. 50 bags full of nonperishable food were collected
(30 pounds in each bag for a total
of 1,500 pounds!) A portion of
this collection will be arranged at the altar this Sunday
for a blessing then all 1,500 pounds will be donated to
Bucks County Housing Group.
Thank you to all who participated!

“There are far, far better
things ahead than any
we leave behind.”
—C.S. Lewis

Home Care Assistance Needed
Pastor Dan reports that a
member of our faith
community is looking for a
mature, compassionate,
friendly, and caring
companion for her mother
to make it possible for her,
the caregiver, to attend to household chores, run
errands, and make her own medical appointments.
Knowledge of caring for the elderly is important. Job
description—4 hours/week with compensation.
COVID-19 shots and booster will be required.
Kindly contact Robin Gallagher at 215-579-8337 and
leave a message.

AHTN’s Next Shared Meal • January 29
We are providing “To-Go” dinners on
January 29. During COVID these meals
are picked up and delivered by AHTN
to those that are homeless. No guests
will be coming to the church.
WANT TO HELP? Sign up HERE to
prepare a casserole and/or donate food.
Questions? Sandy Anthony

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Service
Monday, January 17, 2022
7:00pm on ZOOM
• Speaker: Rev. Dr. Clifford I Johnson
of Shiloh Baptist Church in Wilmington, DE
• Sponsored by: Macedonia Baptist Church and the Newtown Ministerium
• Webinar ID: 982 8893 4822
• Password: 873296
See kiosk in the Lobby of Love for further information.

January 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
3
Worship 8:45am & 11am Counters
NO EDUCATION

4

5

6

7

8

9:30am
COVID Team 7pm
Executive
Committee7:30pm
13
14

NO CHOIRS
9
10
Worship 8:45am & 11am Care Team
Education
10am Counters

11

12

10am
11am

15

Knit & Crochet 1pm
Christian Ed 7pm Bell Choir 6:30pm
Rejoice!
7:30pm Vocal Choir 7:30pm

Men’s Study 7pm
16
17
18
Worship 8:45am & 11am
Counters
Education
10am OFFICE CLOSED

Church Council 7pm
20
21

19

22

9:30am
Knit & Crochet 1pm
Bell Choir 6:30pm
7:30pm Vocal Choir 7:30pm

MLK Service 7pm Rejoice!
on Zoom
23
24
25
26
27
Worship 8:45am & 11am Counters 9:30am
Education
10am
Rejoice!
7:30pm Bell Choir 6:30pm
Mutual Min 7:30pm Vocal Choir 7:30pm
30
31
Worship
9:30am Counters 9:30am
Truth + Love
NO EDUCATION
BibleBookofMonth
7pm
11:00am

28

29
Shared Meal
4pm

I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically
bound to the starless midnight of racism and war that
the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never
become reality.
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will
have the final word. —Martin Luther King Jr.

You can dedicate altar flowers on any Sunday in memory of a loved one or in honor of a
special person or occasion. The cost is $40 per Sunday (checks payable to God’s Love with
“altar flowers” in the memo). CLICK HERE to sign up online, sign up in the Commons, or
call the church office.
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