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ALL PERSONS over the age of 2 are required 
to wear a mask AT ALL TIMES INDOORS.  

You are not required to wear a mask for 
outdoor ministries and activities. 

 

Read the Messenger online  
at godslovenewtown.org  
(click “Read the latest newsletter”) 
or scan this code with your phone. 

 

Dear Members and Friends of God’s Love, 

Our Fall Festival on Saturday, September 25, 2021 will resonate joy in our hearts for a long while! 
What a beautiful memory of people of all ages and walks of life enjoying a perfect autumn day on 
the front lawn of the church. What a reunion after the long slog of COVID-19! Persons from all 
worship services interacted. Long-term, new, and former members rubbed elbows in the midst of 
the food and fun activities. Steady streams of families living within walking distance of God’s Love 
felt welcomed and included in the congregation’s celebration of 50 years in mission and ministry. 

Please extend a heartfelt thanks to our council co-leaders—Sandy Anthony and Nancy Seuffert—
and to the wonderful cadre of staff and over 40 volunteers who served diligently to make this 
event such an amazing witness to the love of God and to the joy of living in vibrant community. 

Your brother in Christ, Pastor Dan Whitener 

Adult Faith & Life begins October 10 
Guest Speaker: Rabbi Eric Wisnia 

“A Jewish Look at the Old Testament” 

We will look at the first five books of 
the Bible in the way Jesus would have 
studied them, highlighting key themes 
common to both Jews and Christians. 
Rabbi Eric Wisnia, Rabbi Emeritus of 
Congregation Beth Chaim in Princeton 
Junction, will guide our first session with an engaging 
look at Hebrew scriptures and Jewish interpretations. 

Sunday, October 10 • 2:00pm 
Church Parking Lot 

Our beloved pets bless our lives in so 
many ways, and we thank God for them. 
Pets of all kinds (leashed or crated, 
please) along with their human caregivers 
are invited to this outdoor service for prayers, a blessing and 
pet photos. This event is open to the public, so please 
spread the word. Information about the God’s Love Animal 
Ministry will be available. In case of inclement weather, the 
service will be held in Fellowship Hall. 

October Highlighted Collection: “SOCK-tober” 

This month we are collecting new socks for  
both men and women. This will benefit  
HOPE, serving our homeless friends in Bristol.  

Socks are something most of us take for granted,  
but a necessity for the homeless. As we head  
into the cooler months warm socks are most 
appreciated. Requested are black and/or white socks. In 
the winter, men prefer over-the-calf socks to wear with 
their boots. No dress socks please. Place your donation 
in the “Lobby of Love” by October 31.  
Let’s help keep some feet warm this winter!  

Questions? Please contact Sandy Anthony. 

Back-to-School Supply Drive 

A big THANK YOU to all for the 
generous back-to-school 
donations during our August 
school supplies collection!  This 
year, supplies were donated to 
area school children through 
Interfaith Alliance, Children’s 
Home Society of NJ, Pennsbury 
School District, and Hamilton 
Township School District.   

Many thanks for making the school year brighter  
for students! 

 

Scripture 
Readings 
for October 10 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
Turn from injustice 

to the poor 

Hebrews 4:12-16 
Approach the throne 

of grace with boldness 

Mark 10:17-31 
Teaching on wealth 

and reward 

Sandy & Nancy at 
the festival 

http://www.godslovenewtown.org/


The 23rd year of God’s Love Christian 
Preschool has begun with 9 enthusiastic 
staff members and 41 happy children.  

Over the summer, the 4’s classroom was 
painted, and we are excited that the new 
security system has been installed.  

The new school year begins by focusing on 
making new friends and learning the class routines. It is so 
exciting to watch the children learn and grow together. Our 
preschoolers always enjoy Chapel Time with Pastor Dan and Vicar 
Brandi. The Prayer Garden is such a wonderful place to hold these 
spiritual gatherings (see photo). Music, Gym, and Lunch Bunch 
will resume in October, and we look forward to our class trip to 
Styer’s Orchard. We remain vigilant in our cleaning and masking 
protocols, and are praying for a safe, healthy, fun year of learning. 

 
• Beth Garrison teaches the 2-by-2’s class 
• Michelle Balmer, Chrissy Sprague: 3’s TTh 
• Caryn Gargalovic, Beth Garrison: 3’s MWF 
• Alison Holder, Deena Weitzel: 4’s AM 
• Lauren Alexander, Michelle Balmer: 4’s PM 
• Nicky Hinderberger and Deena Weitzel will 

share the afternoon office aide position. 

 

 

October Bible Book-of-the-Month • EXODUS 
Monday, October 25 • 7:00pm 

Bible participants can read through this book at 
their own pace during October and then join the 
ZOOM discussion led by Pastor Dan.  

Watch for a link to the Reader’s Guide next week. 

AHTN’s Next Shared Meal • October 30 

We are providing “To-Go” dinners on October 30. The meals are 
picked up and delivered. No guests will be coming 
to the church. WANT TO HELP? Sign up here  
to prepare a casserole and/or donate food.  

Questions? Sandy Anthony  

God’s Caring Stitchers 

Our group continues to work on items 
for people in our community to be  
delivered in time for Christmas. Join  
us Fridays, October 8 and 22 at 1:00pm in Room 
A1/A2. Weather permitting, we will meet outside. 
Questions? Cindy Sundstrom.  

At the September meeting of 
Church Council, a total of 12 
donations of $1,100 each were 
approved from this year’s 
distribution of the Endowment 
Fund. Following are beautiful thank 

you letters from some of the recipients: 
• Lutheran World Relief for help with the COVID pandemic:  

Your congregation’s kindness will ensure that vulnerable 
families across the world receive help from medical care to 
food and clean water. Your gift will reach even the smallest 
villages and refugee camps so that everyone can safely get the 
vaccine as soon as possible.   

• Lutheran Settlement House in Philadelphia: Giving people 
strength is the core of what we do. As a donor, you remind our 
clients that in the most vulnerable times of their lives, they are 
not alone. Thank you for being there for us and for all those we 
serve together. 

• Caring for Friends: We provide food and friendship to 
homebound seniors and disabled. We give shelf stable food, 
fresh produce and protein, snack bags, and ready-to-heat meals 
to people. With your help, we will distribute 15 million pounds 
of food in 2021 throughout the 5-county region. 

• Philabundance in Philadelphia: The pandemic had an 
immediate and devastating effect on the communities we 
serve. Thank you for supporting us to meet the increased need 
across our 9-county area. We provide 40,000 meals to shelters 
and 2,500 meals to at-risk seniors each month.  

• ELCA for World Hunger: Your generosity is 
getting at the root causes of hunger and 
poverty in over 60 countries including the USA. 
It provides access to clean water, health care, 
agriculture, livestock, education, and peace and 
justice. 

• ELCA for Lutheran Disaster Response: Your 
spirit-filled generosity is helping families and 
communities reeling from disasters in the U.S. 
and around the world. No matter the variety of 
disaster, no matter the variety of need, your 
gifts to LDR enable people to rebuild their lives 
and livelihoods now and far into the future. 

In addition, we sent a check for $1,000 from our 
Christmas Fund to Lutheran Disaster Response to 
be used right here in Bucks County. This was a 
response to the various tornadoes that affected 
our area in August and September.  

Also, our God’s Caring Stitchers created wool 
clothing for the Inuit native people in Canada. This 
was mailed to On Eagle’s Wings, an organization 
that God’s Love has had a long 
relationship with. Items are 
distributed to children directly 
via their families but also given 
to their schoolteachers who 
determine specific needs.  

 

Vicar Brandi leads Preschool Chapel Time 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ca5af2ba20-ahtn5


 

Gift Basket Raffle Saturday, October 16 • 10am – 3pm 
God’s Love Parking Lot 

Family Promise will host a 
Drive-thru Basket Raffle to 
support their important work with homeless families. This event 
raised a lot of money last year and we are looking forward to 
heling them make it a success again this year. God's Love will be 
donating two baskets for the cause. Look for them and other fun 
baskets like “Coffee Lovers” and “Dinner on the Town.” You are 
welcome to walk or drive through. Winners will be drawn at 4:00, 
live on Facebook.  Contact Robin Pecuch for raffle tickets. 

Prayer Garden Blessings 

Over the weekend, we  
discovered these  
beautifully painted rocks 
in the Prayer Garden— 
several anonymous,  
happy messages to  
brighten our day.  

We are not sure who to thank,  
but we are grateful. 

 

The Ministry Resource Table in the 
Commons is stocked with books and 
resources available for loan.  

The current theme is the Old Testament, 
in conjunction with our Christian 
Education focus for the fall. Welcome!    

HOPE Meals for NOVEMBER 
With colder weather comes hungry bellies. 
Please use THIS LINK or contact the church 
office to sign up to help provide a meal for 
folks who are homeless in Bristol. 
Questions? Sandy Anthony. 

Food Donation Roundup 
During June, July and August 2021, 685 pounds of non-
perishable food were collected in the church lobby and 
donated to the Emergency Relief Association (ERA). 
Also, 515 frozen meals and 31 bags of Einstein bagels 

were donated to Caring for Friends (CFF). This is a reason to celebrate! 
Thank you to all who have donated.  You can help by: 

• Dropping off non-perishable food to the church lobby (open 24/7) 

• Making meals for CFF - supplies and directions are in the lobby 
Questions? Contact Janet Nordberg  

Calling Cookie Bakers! 
Pastor and Vicar bring 
cookies when they 
visit our homebound 
members, but our 
supply is running low. 
If you love to bake 

cookies, please bring a batch to the 
church office, separated into plastic bags 
of 4-6 each. We will freeze them so they 
are fresh when needed. 

 

October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3 
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education 10am 
Bell Choir 10am 

4  
Counters 9:30am 

5  
 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

6  
 
 
Vocal Choir 7pm 

7 
 
 
COVID Team 7pm 

8  
 
Knit & Crochet 1pm 

9 
Quilters 
 10am – 3pm 

10  
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education   10am 
Adult Ed guest spkr 10am 
Bell Choir 10am 
Blessing Animals 2pm 

11  
Counters 9:30am 

12 
 
 
 
Christian Ed 7pm 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

13  
 
 
 
Vocal Choir 7pm 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
Family Promise Gift 
Basket Raffle  
 10am – 3pm 

17  
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education 10am 
Bell Choir 10am 

18 
Counters 9:30am 

19  
 
Advocacy Min 7pm 
Garden Mtg 7pm 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

20  
 
 
Vocal Choir 7pm 

21  
 
Preschool 
Pumpkin Night 6pm 
Church Council 7pm 

22  
 
Knit & Crochet 1pm 

23  

24  
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education 10am 
Bell Choir 10am 

25 
Counters 9:30am 
TLC Meeting 10am 
 
Bible Book  
     of Month 7pm 

26  
 
 
Mutual 
     Ministry 7:30pm 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

27  
 
 
Vocal Choir 7pm 

28 
 
 
Book Club 7pm 

29 
 

30 
 
Shared Meal 3pm 

31 REFORMATION 
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education 10am 
Bell Choir 10am 

 

The best portion of a good person’s life are the little 
unremembered acts of kindness and of love.  

—William Wordsworth 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094CA5AF2BA20-novembers1


 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 
www.godslovenewtown.org  

Rev. B. Daniel Whitener 
prdanw@verizon.net  

Vicar Brandi Hebert 
VicarBrandi@gmail.com  

Kay Rozolis 
gods_love@verizon.net  

Susan McDonnell 
lcglnewtown@gmail.com  

 

Scenes from the Fall Festival – September 25, 2021 
Celebrating our 50th Anniversary with the community 
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