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ALL PERSONS over the age of 2 are required 
to wear a mask AT ALL TIMES INDOORS.  

You are not required to wear a mask for 
outdoor ministries and activities. 

 

Read the Messenger online  
at godslovenewtown.org  
(click “Read the latest newsletter”) 
or scan this code with your phone. 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

One of my imprecise observations regarding life in our 
congregation is a surprisingly strong involvement of men who 
take seriously how faith impacts their daily lives in family, 
congregation, work, and community. It is also a fact that men 
have unique joys, challenges, and struggles that would benefit 
from an intentional approach.  

I am pleased to announce that we will begin a monthly Men’s 
Bible Study on Monday, November 15, at 7:00pm. We will 
meet in the church lounge and will also need to wear face 
coverings for the time being. The format of each gathering will 
be as follows: 

1. Initial time for establishing rapport and checking in,  

2. Bible study, and  

3. Closing time for prayers of thanksgiving and intercession.  

As we gain traction with the monthly gatherings, we will also 
look for service opportunities based on the interest of the 
group. At the first meeting, I will present three Bible study 
series options for the men to select. 

I am grateful to John Ortendahl for assisting me with the 
feasibility and preparation for this important ministry. 
Gentlemen of all ages, please prayerfully consider 
participating in this new small group opportunity! 

God’s peace, Pastor Dan Whitener 

Reformation Sunday 

The most enduring symbol of the  
Lutheran Reformation is the seal that  
Martin Luther himself designed to  
represent his theology. Now known as  
the Luther Rose, you’ll see it in the  
center of the Prayer Garden labyrinth and on our 
floor decals in the sanctuary.  

This excerpt from a letter by Martin Luther in  
July 1530 describes the symbol: 

• The black cross reminds us that it is faith in the 
Crucified One that saves us.  

• The red heart reminds us that anyone who believes 
from the heart will be justified (Romans 10:10).  

• The rose shows that faith gives joy, comfort, and 
peace, but not like the world gives (John 14:27). 
The rose is white because white is the color of the 
angels (Matthew 28:3).  

• The blue field symbolizes that a joyful spirit and 
faith is a beginning of heavenly, future joy; begun 
but not yet fully revealed.  

• The golden ring symbolizes that blessedness in 
heaven lasts forever and has no end. 

Sunday, November 7, is All Saints Sunday:  
We will share a photo slideshow of those in our faith 
community who have died in the past year. If you have 
a loved one or know of someone we should include, 
please contact the church office by 2:00pm on 
Monday, November 1, with the person’s name and 
photograph (optional). Include birth/death dates, if known. 

God’s Caring Stitchers 

Our group continues to 
work on items for people in 
our community. We look 
forward to the Blanket 
Blessing on November 14 and to delivering 
our gifts in time for Christmas.  

Join us Fridays, November 5 and 19 at 
1:00pm in Room A1/A2. Weather 
permitting, we will meet outside. 
Questions? Please contact  
Cindy Sundstrom.   

Carrot Harvest • Sunday, November 14 • Noon 

The Good Neighbor Garden has produced a huge 
bounty of carrots! Bring your garden gloves and join 
the “picking party.” The harvest will be donated to 
Caring for Friends to make meals for those in need.  

 

Scripture Readings 
for November 7 

Isaiah 25:6-9 
The banquet of the LORD 

Revelation 21:1-6a 
A new heaven and a new earth 

John 11:32-44 
The raising of Lazarus 
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…for just such a time as this.  —Esther 4:14 
The month of November continues our 
Stewardship Emphasis. The theme, “for just such  
a time as this,” reminds us that God is always at 
work in and through human action in ways both 
seen and unseen. God calls us now to make our 
own bold faith commitment to God’s saving work 
in our world. Prayerfully consider where you have 
felt God's loving presence in your life and how you 
might respond to that gift of love and grace.  

Who knows? Perhaps God is calling you  
for just such a time as this. 

• October 24: We watched this video tribute 
to our worship and learning ministries. 

• November 3: Estimate of Giving cards and 
Gifts of Service forms will be mailed to all 
congregational members. 

• November 7: We will watch a video tribute 
to our ministries that serve those in need 
and connect us with one another. 

• November 14: All are invited to bring their 
completed Estimate of Giving card and Gifts 
of Service form to worship for collection on 
“Consecration Sunday.” 

 

Through the month of September, God’s 
Love income exceeds expenses by 
$43,891. This is due in part to the fact 
that some members contributed their 
entire year’s pledge early in the year, and many others are keeping up 
with their regular giving. Thank you for continuing your strong support 
of the ministries at God’s Love! 

As of September 12, our mortgage balance is down to $128,220. 
Questions? Please contact our Treasurer, Bob Smoose. 

God’s Love 50th Anniversary Concert Series 
Starts NEXT SUNDAY, November 7 

 
Bucks County Singers is a vibrant, fun-loving choral ensemble 

that has been entertaining area audiences for more than 30 years! 

Event 1: Bucks County Singers 
Sunday, November 7 • 3:00pm in the Sanctuary 

In continuing celebration of our 50th anniversary, we are 
pleased to present this first event in our community 
concert series. Admission is FREE, and God’s Love will 
make a contribution to the performing group from our 
Henry and Ruth Pfister Performing Arts Fund.  

Please plan to attend for an enjoyable afternoon of music 
and a great way to support the local performing arts. 
Weather permitting, an outdoor reception will be held 
after the concert. 

October was a busy month for the preschool children and 
their teachers with class trips to Styer Orchard, the 
Halloween parade, visits from the Newtown Fire 
Association (complete with a tour of the fire truck), Gym 
class, Music class, and Chapel Time with Vicar Brandi. We 
especially enjoyed Pumpkin Night, an evening of pumpkin 

decorating with dads. Watching the children create with their fathers brings us 
all such joy. We are now busy preparing for the Harvest Concert in the church 
parking lot on November 12 (weather permitting). Our families are invited to 
bring non-perishable items for the church’s food drive.  

The teachers and I thank you for your prayers and support. Wishes for a healthy 
and happy Thanksgiving! —Nikki Hendricks, Preschool Director 

 
Erik Wischhusen and his son Isaac. This is 

Erik’s 9th pumpkin decorated at God’s Love. 

HOPE for DECEMBER 

The cold weather presents many 
challenges to the homeless including 
finding food. Sign up HERE (or 
contact Sandy Anthony or the church 
office) to donate a Sunday Supper or one of the 
components for the Wednesday bagged meals.  

No one should go hungry!  

Bible Book-of-the-Month • Gospel of Luke 
Monday, November 29 • 7:00pm on ZOOM 

In anticipation of the season of Advent, our 
Bible book for November will be the Gospel of 
Luke. Read through this book at your own pace 
during November and then join the discussion 
led by Pastor Dan. Watch for a link to the 
Reader’s Guide next week. 

$292,271

$336,162

$50,000 $150,000 $250,000 $350,000

Expenses

Income

Financials through September 2021

https://youtu.be/tS2FD_0tyiI
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094CA5AF2BA20-decembers1


November Highlighted Collection 
St. Nicholas Day – Sunday, December 5 

Tear-off tags with gift ideas will be posted online and in the 
Lobby of Love within the next week or two. Select a tag, go 
shopping, and wrap the gift if directed to do so. Return the item, 
with tag attached, to the church office on or before, December 5. During 
worship that morning, St. Nicholas will be here to welcome your gifts. 

Monetary donations are also welcome. Add “St. Nicholas Day” in the memo 
section of your check or envelope and put it in the offering plate.  

Questions? Contact Karen Hoch. Thank you. 

Leftover Halloween Candy? 

If you have leftover candy or you 
can’t resist the post-Halloween 
candy sales, consider 
donating excess treats 
to HOPE.  

Our homeless friends 
in Bristol have a sweet 
tooth. Place donations in the 
Lobby of Love. 

Frozen Turkey Collection • Monday, November 22 

Our annual frozen turkey collection is here. Donations benefit 
local food pantries. Purchase a frozen turkey or use your 
grocery store’s free turkey coupon.  

On Sundays, place your donation on the “turkey cart;” during business hours 
place it in the main kitchen freezer; after hours place in cooler in the Lobby of 
Love then text/call the number on the cooler to let us know it’s there. Your 
donation is accepted anytime, but must be received at church by 10:00am on 
Tuesday, November 23. Let’s help make it a bountiful “turkey day” for all! 

Adult Faith & Life  
Reading the Old Testament 
through Jewish Eyes 
Sundays • 10:00am • Lounge 

• November 7 (Leviticus) 
• November 14 (Numbers) 
• November 21 (Deuteronomy) 

Class will not meet on October 31.  

• Lutheran Immigration and  
Refugee Services: Thanks the  
congregation for our donation of  
$1,100. [Council approved the distribution  
from endowment fund on August 26]. 

• The ELCA: Thanks us for a gift of $1,000 to Lutheran 
Disaster Response. Council sent this gift to directly help 
those in the U.S. suffering from the effects of Hurricane 
Ida. The ELCA also thanks us for our “Christmas in July” 
donation of $1,874 for the Good Gifts program. 

• Family Service Association of Bucks County: Thanks us 
for our donation of $1,100. “Your gift helps individuals 
who enroll in our 30 programs such as mental health 
counseling, drug and alcohol treatment, crisis 
management, parenting skills, and housing referrals.” 

• ERA (Emergency Relief Association): Thank you for 
your gift of $1,100 and 996 pounds of food during the 
quarter ending September 30. We rely on the 
generous contributions of caring people like you.  
Linda McGowan, President 

 

November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

1      
Counters 11am 

2    Election Day 
Garden Team  7pm 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

3  
 
Vocal Choir 7pm 

4   5  
 
Knit/Crochet 1pm 

6   

7  
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education 10am 
Bell Choir 10am 
CONCERT SERIES 3pm 

8  
Counters 9:30am 
 
Capital Improve 7pm 

9  
 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

10  
 
 
Vocal Choir 7pm 

11  
 
COVID Team 7pm 
Executive 
Committee 7:30pm 

12  
 
Preschool Harvest 
Celebration 1pm 

13  
Quilters 10am-3pm 

14  Consecration Sunday 
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education 10am 
Bell Choir 10am 
Worship Ministry Noon 
Carrot Harvest Noon 

15 
Counters 9:30am 
 
 
Men’s Bible Study 
 7pm  

16  
 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

17  
 
 
Vocal Choir 7pm  

18      
 
 
Church Council 7pm 

19    
 
Knit/Crochet 1pm 

20   

21     
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
Education 10am 
Worship at Attleboro
 2pm 

22  
Counters 9:30am 

23  
 
 
 
Rejoice! 7:30pm 

24  
 
 
No Choir 

25 
 

26 27 

OFFICE CLOSED 

28   Advent 1 
Worship 8:45am & 11am 
NO EDUCATION 
Bell Choir 10am 
 

29  
Counters 9:30am 
TLC Team 10am 
Bible Book  7pm 
Advocacy Team 7pm 

30 
 
 
Mutual Min 7:30pm 
Rejoice! 7:30pm  

 

Saturday, November 6 
Fall Back 

Remember to turn your clocks 
back so you’ll be on time for church. 



 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
791 Newtown Yardley Road 
Newtown, PA 18940 
215.968.4335 
www.godslovenewtown.org  

Rev. B. Daniel Whitener 
prdanw@verizon.net  

Vicar Brandi Hebert 
VicarBrandi@gmail.com  

Kay Rozolis 
gods_love@verizon.net  

Susan McDonnell 
lcglnewtown@gmail.com  

 

50th Anniversary Memorabilia – November Highlight: Community Service 
 

Over 50 years, God’s Love has supported so many community organizations that it is impossible to document the 
generosity in just one article.  We joyously observe the commandment to love our neighbors through monthly and 
ongoing collections. The generous outpouring of support from members and friends is a hallmark of our congregation. 
We’ve collected and donated everything from A to Z! Here are just a few examples: 

A is for Afghans 

B is for Breakfast Bags 

C is for Christmas Gifts 

D is for Diapers 

E is for Easter eggs 

F is for First-aid kits 

G is for Good Neighbor Garden veggies 

H is for Holiday cards 

I is for Interfaith Housing workdays 

J is for Jared Boxes  

K is for Knitted Sweaters 

L is for Lunches for the homeless 

M is for Meals for Caring for Friends  

N is for Non-perishable food 

O is for Overnights for Family Promise 

P is for Pet Supplies 

Q is for Quilts 

R is for Red Cross Blood Drives 

S is for School supplies 

T is for Toiletries 

U is for Used clothing 

V is for VBS supplies 

W is for Water Bottles 

X is for XL sweatshirts 

Y is for Youth Service Project supplies 

Z is for Zipped Hoodies  

Mel White delivering non-perishables to 
the food pantry, 1988 

Macey Webber with the school supply 
collection, 2019 

The first “blanket blessing” of hand 
crafted afghans, 2002 

Interfaith Housing workday, 2012 

 

Making meals for Caring for Friends, 1990 

Youth Service Project in DC, 2013 Christmas gifts for St. Nicholas Day, 2019 Pet Ministry gathering, 2008 
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